Español 5: un resúmen del subjuntivo

Part 1) The first step in learning the subjunctive is to learn how to conjugate the verbs. We shall review 4 different tenses of the subjunctive. You will review the present and imperfect subjunctive (or past subjunctive). In addition, we shall review the corresponding perfect/compound tenses: the present perfect and the pluperfect. 






CONJUGATIONS

1) The present subjunctive: In order to form the present subjunctive, you need to know the present tense really well. You use the first person singular of the present tense and drop the o then add the opposite vowel endings. (a > e, e >a, i>a) Some of the verbs are stem- changing verbs and then you have to follow certain rules for those. Some of the verbs are irregular and you must memorize them. 

Examples: hablar –hablo    hable, hables, hable, hable, hablemos, habléis, hablen


        comer- como    coma, comas, coma, comamos, comáis, coman


        vivir-   vivo       viva, vivas, viva, vivamos, viváis, vivan

REMEMBER: You get the stem for the present subjunctive from the first person singular of the present tense. So conocer is conozco> conozca, conozcas, etc….., salir is salgo > salga, salgas, salga, etc…..

Repaso p. 163 chart of regular present subjunctive. P.164 explains the rules for stem- changing  verbs. Ar, er verbs change the same way in the present subjunctive as they do in the present indicative. Ir verbs have a different change in the nosotros and vosotros forms (please see p.164) p.165, 166 has a table of verbs that have irregularities in the present indicative that carry over to the subjunctive. 

DISHES:  p.166 shows these irregular present subjunctive verbs; dar, ir, ser, haber, estar, saber.

Car, gar, zar  verbs change in the present subjunctive!, also er and ir verbs with g, gu, or c have changes g>j, gu>g, c>z. This is explained on p.167 in Repaso. 

2) The imperfect subjunctive:  In order to form the imperfect subjunctive, you need to know the preterit forms of all verbs. The imperfect subjunctive takes all of its forms from the third person plural of the preterit. Any verb that is irregular in the preterit is also irregular in the imperfect subjunctive, BUT there are no other irregularities.

Examples : estar- estuvieron >estuviera, estuvieras, estuvieras, estuviera, estuviéramos, estuvierais, estuvieran


       hablar- hablaron >hablara, hablaras,hablara, habláramos, hablarais, hablaran

       ser – fueron > fuera, fueras, fuera, fuéramos, fuerais, fueran

Repaso, p. 183 (also you’ll find the preterit and those irregulars on p.51-53, p.60,61)
3) The perfect tenses in the subjunctive/ compound tenses with haber

a) the present perfect subjunctive: you need to know your past participles Repaso, p.136.

 You use the present subjunctive of haber: haya, hayas, haya, hayamos, hayáis, hayan with the past participle

Examples: vivir> haya vivido, hayas vivido, haya vivido, hayamos vivido, hayáis vivido, hayan vivido


       escribir > haya escrito, hayas escrito, haya escrito, hayamos escrito, hayáis escrito, hayan escrito

Repaso p.181.
b) the pluperfect subjunctive: you need to know your past participles Repaso p.136.

You use the imperfect subjunctive of haber: hubiera, hubieras, hubiera, hubiéramos, hubierais, hubieran 

Examples: vivir > hubiera vivido, hubieras, vivido, hubiera vivido, bubiéramos vivido, hubierais vivido, hubieran vivido


     Volver> hubiera vuelto, hubieras vuelto, hubiera vuelto, hubiéramos vuelto, hubierais vuelto, hubieran vuelto

Repaso p. 189.





USES OF THE SUBJUNCTIVE

The subjunctive, with a few exceptions is used in a subordinate clause. This means that it is used as a “secondary verb.” This secondary verb will be introduced by certain types of  main clause or primary verbs. We have called this main verb v(erb) 1 in previous weeks and the subjunctive or secondary verb has been labeled v(erb) 2. Whether or not you use the subjunctive in the second clause is determined by the meaning of the first clause. Which tense of the subjunctive you use in the second clause is determined by the tense of the first clause.  Tense is determined by the sequence of tenses. If the main verb is in  the present, present perfect, future, or command (and there is a use of the subjunctive indicated), you use the present or present perfect subjunctive in the second clause.  If the main verb is in the imperfect, preterit, conditional, or pluperfect tense (and there is a use of the subjunctive indicated), you use the imperfect or pluperfect subjunctive. 

main clause (first verb)

subordinate (second clause with subjunctive)

present, present perfect

present/present perfect subjunctive

future, command

imperfect, preterit,


imperfect/pluperfect subjunctive

conditional, pluperfect

USE # 1) Using the subjunctive in noun clauses with  WEIRDO.

WEIRDO stands for the following uses of the subjunctive.

W-wish, E-emotion, I-impersonal expressions, R-request, D-doubt, O-ojalá

Repaso, p.168 –170, 176-177.

EXAMPLES:

1) Quiero que sepas la verdad. Quiero que hayas llegado a tiempo. Quería que supieras la verdad. Quería que hubieras llegado a tiempo.

2) Tengo miedo de que no estudien. Tengo miedo de que no hayas estudiado. Tenía miedo de que no estudiaran. Tenían miedo de que no hubieras estudiado.

3) Es importante que hagas el trabajo. Es importante que hayas hecho el trabajo. Era importante que hicieras el trabajo. Era importante que hubieras hecho el trabajo.

OJO: Es cierto que haces el trabajo. Era cierto que hiciste el trabajo.

4) Te pido que quites la mesa. Te pedí que quitaras la mesa.

5) No creo que sea divertido.  No creía que fuera divertido

OJO: creo que es divertido. No creía que fue divertido.

6) Ojalá que llueva café en el campo.   

USE # 2 Adjective clauses: An adjective clause is a clause that modifies a noun in a sentence. The noun being modified is called an antecedent. This use of the subjunctive also follows the sequence of tenses as described on the top of p.3 of this hand-out. If the antecedent of the clause is indefinite or negative then the verb in the clause is in the subjunctive.  See p. 203  en REPASO. (Ej. I love that flower which is in your garden.) If the antecedent (In this case, flower) is negative or indefinite, then you use the subjunctive according to the sequence of tenses.  

EXAMPLES

1) No hay nadie que me entienda

2) No había nadie que me entendiera.

3) ¿Hay una casa que tenga 7 cuartos en esta calle?

OJO: Hay una casa que tiene 7 cuartos en esta calle.

4) Busco una amiga que sea simpatico.

5) Quiero tener una compañera que sea inteligente.

More Examples:

1) Busco un amigo que sea simpatico.

PERO: 2)Busco al amigo que es simpatico.

3) Buscaba una amigo que fuera simpático.

4) No hay nadie que me entienda.

5) No hubo nadie que me entendiera.

OJO: notice that not all of these examples use the subjunctive. Some of them use different tenses of the subjunctive. See if you can figure out why.

Use # 3: Adverbial Clauses:

An adverbial clause is a clause that is used as an adverb in a sentence. This means that it must describe the verb, an adjective, or an adverb in the sentence. Adverbials often explain why, how, or when. Some adverbial clauses always use the subjunctive and with some you have to determine the meaning of the verb from the context of the sentence. See p. 198-199 en REPASO.

I) Some adverbial clauses always take the subjunctive. The acronym ESCAPAA can help you remember these:

· E- en caso de que -in case (that)

· S- sin que -without
· C –con tal que-provided that
· A –a fin de que- in order that, so that
· P -para que -in order that, so that
· A-antes (de) que- before
· A –a menos que –unless
II) Some adverbial clauses take the subjunctive at times, but other times they do not! You can remember these with the acronym CHADDMELT

· C-cuando –when*
· H –hasta que- until*
· A- aunque -although
· D- de modo/manera que -so that
· D- despues (de) que-after*
· M -mientras-while*

· E -en cuanto

· L-luego que/así que   

as soon as*
· T-tan pronto como

 Some of these depend on the tense of the verbs* (the one with * fall under that category) and some depend on the context of the sentence.

III) You will also use the subjunctive with compounds of –quiera to form adverbial clauses. Ex. cuandoquiera, dondequiera, etc.  See p. 199  en REPSAO.

Use #4 Si clauses: You will use the subjunctive in contrary to fact conditional clauses. 

Si + imperfect subjunctive, conditional

Si + pluperfect subjunctive, conditional perfect.

You can also use Si with two indicative verbs. In this case the clause is NOT contrary to fact. See p.190-191  in REPASO.

Examples without the subjunctive:

 Si estudio, voy a salir bien. If I study, I’m going to do well.

Si voy a la playa, voy a nadar.

In both of the preceeding examples, you know that all these action are going to happen. 

Examples with the subjunctive: These are contrary to fact. It is implied that the first action is not or did not happen

Si yo fuera a la playa, nadaría. If I went to the beach (but I’m not going), I would swim.

Si yo estudiara, saldría bien.  If I studied (but I don’t), I would do well.

Si hubiera estudiado, habría salido bien. If I had studied (but I didn’t), I would have done well.

Si hubiera ido a la playa, habría nadado. If I had gone to the beach (but I didn’t), I would have swum. 

* Como si –as if. You use the imperfect or pluperfect subjunctive after como si as another type of contrary to fact condition.  NOTE: these do not follow the normal sequence of tenses.

Me trata como si fuera niña. -They treat me as if I were a child… BUT I’m not!

 Me miró como si hubiera cometido un crimen. –They looked at me as if I had committed a crime… BUT I didn’t. 

 OJO: these exist in English too!

