Las clases avanzadas de Español
¡Un paquete de sugerencias y explicaciones!
So, you’ve made a few errors…



…let us help you correct them!

¡Con un poco de esfuerzo, podrás superar estos errores que nos matan!
1. SP = SPELLING
· Take a second look at it.

· READ it out loud!

· Look it up in either side of a Spanish-English dictionary.

2.  n/a = NOUN-ADJECTIVE AGREEMENT  
· Nouns and adjectives (the words that describe them) must agree in GENDER (masculine or feminine) and NUMBER (singular or plural).  
· You MUST know the gender of the noun!  Here are a few typical errors:
· words that end in –ión, dad, tad are feminine!

· words that end in –ema, ama, ima are masculine!

EXAMPLES:    the white shirt = la camisa blanca




a scary problem = un problema miedoso




those small nations = esas naciones pequeñas

*  WORDS that end in letters other than “o” and “a” are a little harder because you have to remember OR LOOK UP   the gender of the noun.  Learn to use your dictionary so that you can tell whether it is a “sustantivo” (noun) femenino o masculine.  Your dictionary will label nouns as “s” and then indicate “m” or “f”.
3.  s/v = SUBJECT – VERB AGREEMENT

a. Subjects and their Verbs need to agree with each other.  This means that if the subject is “yo”, then you MUST use the “yo” or “1st person singular” form of the verb.  

b. Chances are you made this error because you mistakenly chose the 3rd person form instead of the 1st person or vice versa.  
c. Another likely error is with your “formality”  :   Ex.  you have been using the tú form throughout the paper and then suddenly you switch to “ud.” or vice versa.  Or another problem with “YOU” is that you might use the singular instead of the plural or vice versa.  

d. Owning a VERB CONJUGATION book (501 Verbs) is a good idea!
4. T = “TIEMPO”  (TENSE)

· This is a common but easily avoidable error!    You need to decide which tense you want to use.  This is “easy” because it’s just like English in most ways. 
· Problem areas:  PRETERITE VS. IMPERFECT  in both indicative and subjunctive



PRET.




IMP.

-BOOM!  One action 


-“used to…”

that happened and is either


-“was…..ing”

over and done with or you


- 2 simultaneous past actions

know when it began and ended 

-repeated or habitual action in past

or for how long it happened.


-setting the scene in the past (time, age, 








date, weather, description of person,








place or thing, place, etc.)
· With the subjunctive, the problem might be that you have your trigger in the past but then you use the present subjunctive.  (Ex.  “Yo tenía miedo de que él esté enojado.”  esté SHOULD be estuviera)
· Another problem might be with something like a SI clause (if).  Ex.  “Si tú vas a la escuela mañana, yo estaría muy feliz.”  vas  SHOULD be fueras    OR  estaría SHOULD be estaré.
5. WW = WRONG WORD

· This could be a lot of things.  You simply use the wrong word because you thought you remembered it, but you didn’t or you used a dictionary but there were several options and you chose the wrong one.  Ex.  Yo falto a mi familia.  Falto = I miss but NOT in the sense of missing your family.  You would need to use extraño or echo de menos.  Faltar is used in a sentence like  “Me falta un boli.” = I’m missing a pen.
· Another possibility is that you have used the wrong preposition to connect 2 verbs together.  Here are some common verbs:
tener que


acabar de


casarse con
aprender a


acordarse de

consistir en
ayudar a 



dejar de


insistir en
comenzar/empezar a

olvidarse de


soñar con

invitar a



terminar de


depender de

ir a



tratar de

preparar a 


salir de (un lugar)

PLEASE ADD TO THIS LIST 








AS YOU LEARN MORE!
· Wrong word might also be the choice of POR vs. PARA.  

Para = something that is FOR a time in the future (para mañana), a person(para mi madre), a reason (para aprender), a place (Salgo para México.)


Por = many things but specifically:  “in exchange for”, “by”, “through”, “by means of”, “on behalf of”, for a period of time, etc.

6. D= Use dictionary
· This might simply be that you put English (ay, dios!) in your paper but chances are you have used your dictionary incorrectly or you have chosen the wrong word from your dictionary (in the case where the dictionary gives you many options)

· Remember:  you need to think about what part of speech your word is.  Think about whether you are looking up a noun (s=sustantivo), an adjective, a verb, etc.  Often times, students look up conjugated verbs (ex. “slept”) instead of the infinitive (“sleep”) and they find something like “dormido” instead of the infinitive “dormir” which then needs to be conjugated in the correct tense/form.

7. Subj  = subjunctive error

· Chances are, you have missed a trigger for the subjunctive.  Remember some of these basics:

· WEIRDO  and S1V1 que S2V2.  The WEIRDO is the trigger verb that might express the following:  W=wish, want, desire, demand; E=emotions, I=impersonal expressions (es probable que, etc) R=regret, D=doubt, DISbelief, denial, O=ojalá
 S1V1 que S2V2 = the formula that tells you when to use Subjunctive with Weirdo.  The 2 subjects MUST be different, Verb1 is the trigger and Verb2 needs to be in subjunctive.

· Another common error is to not match tenses.  If the trigger is in the present or future then use Present Subjunctive.  If the trigger is in the past or conditional then use the Past (aka. Imperfect) Subjunctive

· Other uses of the Subjunctive involve Si clauses, Adjective Clauses and Adverbial Clauses.  Briefly Si clauses:
· 
Si voy al cine, compro/compraré palomitas.
· 
Si fuera al cine, compraría palomitas.
· 
Si hubiera ido al cine, habría comprado palomitas.
· Adjective clauses:  Busco EL hotel que tiene piscina.  vs.  Busco un hotel/No hay ningún hotel que tenga piscina.  Don’t forget!  You could use present OR past!

· Adverbial clauses:  the verb in the clause that follows the adverb conjunction MIGHT  need to be in the subjunctive – past OR present!  After:  para que, antes de que, en caso de que, sin que, etc:  USE SUBJUNCTIVE ALWAYS! But after:  después de que, hasta que, en cuanto, etc:  USE Subjunctive ONLY IF the action has not yet happened.  Finally, look out for words like aunque, donde, cuando, quien that MIGHT require the subjunctive or the indicative. 
· “como si”= “as if”  ALWAYS takes the past subjunctive 

8. # = singular/plural
· This means that you have a singular/plural issue.  Chances are either your adjective or noun should be singular or plural but you have made the wrong choice.  The other correction code you might see is N/A.  Sometimes you may have chosen the wrong ending of the verb.  For example, you might have the tú form but you are talking to more than one person in which case you need the plural:  either uds. or vosotros.
9. G= gender

· See N/A.  You have chosen the wrong gender for your noun and it may also affect your adjective.

10. WO = word order

· Some possibilities:

· You need to put the adjective after the noun.  BUT there are a few adjectives like buen/o, mal/o, mejor, primero, etc that CAN go in front.

· Your syntax might be faulty.  For example, in a question, the subject goes AFTER the verb.  ¿Dónde están ellos?
· You might have “americanized” the Spanish and this affects word order
11. AGR = agreement

· Once again, this is either a N/A error or a S/V error…things just don’t match up!

Here’s an example:  Dices que eres un buen estudiante. ¿Qué dicen sus profesores?

(you should have said tus because you’ve already established the tú relationship!) 
12. INF = infinitive

· See the above list under “WW”.  Many times the problem is that in English, we use the gerund (aka.  “-ing” form of the verb) when in Spanish, you need to use the infinitive.  Example:  We finished reading.  =  Terminamos de leer.  
· Another  case in English where we use the gerund and in Spanish the infinitive is after prepositions in general.    Example:  After eating, we went to the movies.  Después de comer, fuimos al cine.
· Another typical time when you will have this error is when you use the subjunctive instead of the infinitive.  If the subject is the same, use the infinitive.

Example: Yo estudio para sacar buenas notas.  (NOT:  para que yo saque)   or Es interesante viajar.  (NOT:  Es interesante que viaje.  BUT: Es interesante que tú viajes.)

13. S/E  = ser vs. estar  = to be…WHAT?????

· SER is just “what is”.  For example:  It is a pen.  ES un boli.

· Specifically SER is used for:  
*  date – Es martes.  Es el dos de junio.
*  time – Es la una.  Son las tres menos veinte.

*nationality – Ellos son argentinos.

* material – Es de lana.  

* identity – Es un animal.  Es mi madre.

*possession – Es suyo.  Es de mi abuelo.

*occupation – Somos estudiantes.  Ella es profesora.

*characteristic – Soy alta.  ¿Eres simpatico?

· ESTAR = mostly used for FEELINGS, CONDITIONS, LOCATIONS and in the PROGRESSIVE TENSE.

· Specifically, ESTAR is used for:

*feelings:  Estoy bien.  Están enfermos. Están enojados.  

*conditions:  La puerta está cerrada.  El hombre está vivo.

*location:  Estoy aquí.  Están en el tren.

*progressive:  Estamos trabajando.

* “temporary” things:  Hoy estás muy guapo.  La comida está buena  esta noche.

14. Art – el artículo

· Chances are you have forgotten to use the article.  This is because in English, we do not use articles as much!  It might be that you are using the wrong article which is probably a gender or # issue.  

· Here are some examples of using an article when in English we don’t:

· Cars are expensive.  =  Los coches son caros.

· I like popcorn.  =  Me gustan las palomitas.

· School starts at 7:30.  La escuela empieza a las siete y media.  

15. P = missing word (palabra)

· Very likely, you are missing one of the following:  a, de, en, que, para, por OR an article (el, la, los, las, un, una, unos, unas)  See above sections for help with this. 
· Common issues:  Before he got to my house, my Mom called his mom.  
* You might say:  Antes de él llegar a mi casa, mi mama llamó su mama.  

YOU are missing 2 words AND you have an S/V error with “llegar”.

Correction:  ___________________________________________________________

16. PA = missing the “a personal”  

· When a person follows a verb (BUT not with TENER) you must “protect” the person from the force of this verb by putting the word “a” in between.
· In these cases, “a” does NOT mean “to”.  It means NOTHING but MUST be there.  This is very hard to remember because we do NOT do this in English!
· Examples:  
I’m going to visit my grandma.  Voy a visitar a mi abuelita.
We see our cousins a lot.  Vemos a  nuestros primos mucho.

Do you know your neighbor?  ¿Conoces a tu vecino?




BUT: I have a very good teacher. = Tengo una profesora muy buena.
17. A = the accent is missing, misplaced, or you have one when you don’t need it!

18.  PRO= you have a d.o.p prounoun, i.o.p. prounoun or problemwith prepositional pronoun

· you should check type of pronoun

· you should check placement of pronoun

19. M= check the use of subjunctive or indicative…don’t forget gatillos and si clauses (see # 7) 
20. V=verbal –this refers to the use of a participle v. inifinitive v. gerund. 

· Remember you cannot translate them exactly from English to Spanish
· Infinitives follow prepositions in Spanish
· Infinitives are used as the subject of sentences in Spanish
