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The Gilded Age

-The period between the 1870’s and 1890’s became known as the GILDED AGE.

-During this period, reformers began to take steps to fix POLITICAL corruption in the United States.

I) Corruption in the Gilded Age:

A) The Spoils System

-PATRONAGE placed many people in government jobs that were unqualified

-Politicians would give out positions to LOYAL supporters

B) Politicians for Sale

-Business leaders would bribe politicians for their VOTES

-JUDGES were also bribed by business men for their rulings

C) The Role of Political Bosses

-Bosses got people jobs and controlled all WORK done in cities

-BOSS TWEED –Cheated New York City out of $100 million dollars

D) Business Corruption:

-Large trusts and MONOPOLIES still controlled many markets

-They caused a DECREASE in competition 

-These businesses often made unsafe and unhealthy products

E) Gender Problems:

-WOMEN did not have the same rights as men

-Women earned lower wages

-Few women attended COLLEGE

-Many CAREERS were not open to women

F) Racial Corruption:
-Jim Crow Laws and BLACK CODES were still being used in the South

-Segregation separated the races

-Blacks were kept from HIGHER level jobs

-The JUSTICE SYSTEM was often unfair towards blacks

II) Solutions to Corruption:

A) Civil Service System

-Examinations are given to fill many government jobs

-Purpose is to award jobs based on MERIT and SKILL and not on connections to politics

-The person who earned the job is the one who scored the HIGHEST

B) Sherman Antitrust Act

-Stopped businesses from limiting competition 

-The act was strong on paper but it was rarely used to control the business world

C) Interstate Commerce Act

-Signed into law by GROVER CLEVELAND

-Regulated the railroads


Examples) Outlawed practice such as pools and REBATES

III) Muckrakers:

A) To help change the corruption taking place in government and business, reformers had to inform and anger the public on what was taking place.  

-MUCKRAKERS were journalists who fought for change


Example) Jacob Riis and his book on TENEMENT LIFE

IV) Progressives:

-Reformers began calling themselves PROGRESSIVES




-It meant to show that they were FORWARD-THINKING people

-They won many changes from 1898-1917


-THIS PERIOD IS OFTEN CALLED THE PROGRESSIVE ERA

-They had various causes and identities

-RELIGION and SCIENCE were the two main sources of inspiration for Progressives.
