Course Title:  Ceramics

Course Description:

Ceramics is a studio class that explores the functional and decorative properties of clay.  With presentations on the principles and fundamentals of the craft, students experience the hand building techniques of coil, slab and drape construction as well as glazing, underglazing and staining.  Students examine decorative applications of the craft and the working of the pottery wheel.

Course Requirements:


Materials list (student provided)



•  2 rolls of paper towels (to be brought to class within the first week of school)



•  a No. 2 pencil (must be brought to class EVERY day)



•  butter tub with lid



•  wash cloth or similar size rag



•  3 large plastic garbage bags

•  1 pocket folder

Course Objective:

The student will develop and communicate individual abilities visually  in ceramics - taking learned fundamentals (skills) and incorporating them into finished art works.

Course Outline:


I.  Class lecture on fundamentals and techniques



A.  demonstration



B.  a/v presentation


II.  Art Appreciation



A.  slides (of past student work and/or “masters”)



B.  video


III.  Preparing sketches for projects


IV.  Projects (including the following)



A.  coil built pottery with use of a template



B.  drape mold construction



C.  slab construction



D.  figure sculpture



E.  other


V.  Critique

Email policy:  Any student who needs to email me must include his/her parent’s official email address in the “CC” section of the email.  I cannot reply to any student email that does not include this information.

Please note that I only check my email during the school week, from 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  I will make every effort to respond to my emails as quickly as possible.

Follow us on Twitter!  To get all the important news in the Fine Arts Department, follow us on Twitter at:  @ViatorFineArts.

Eighth semester exam policy for seniors: At the eighth semester exam time, seniors may be exempt from the final exam if they have maintained an 85%, completed all major projects, and have been absent from class, FOR ANY REASON, for less than 8 days in the semester.  A senior is only exempt from the exam when these qualifiers have been met and the instructor has given each student specific acknowledgement of his/her exempt status.

