How to critique
When asked to give critique on someone’s art, it is important you express ideas that are more than just your preferences.  When giving critique, be sure you include the following:
Observe:  Start your comment(s) with words that identify what part of the image you are going to address.  Try to avoid terms such as “I like” because that sets up the comment to be a personal reaction as opposed to an educated comment.  Some things you might say/write are:
“I’m really drawn to the bright colors in the still life.”
Or
“I think the large face in the foreground is interesting”
Substantiate:  Follow your observation with a substantiated insight.  Use your knowledge about art to explain why you think something works or does not work.  Some things you might say/write are:
“Using complimentary colors makes the objects in front really come forward.  It’s obviously a dramatic color scheme and works to make the image more dramatic.”
Or
“The distortion in the face makes you look more closely at the features.  You study the face more because it isn’t just a realistic representation of the human face.”
Evaluate:  End your comment(s) with an evaluative statement about this piece or encouragement/concerns about future pieces.  Some things you might say/write are:
“Since the subject matter is somewhat ordinary, using the complimentary color scheme really adds more visual interest.  This might be something you want to use in future projects also.”
Or
“With the distorted face, be sure you distort them enough so it looks like your intent was to distort the face and it doesn’t come off as simpy a poorly drawn face.  The viewer has to know you meant to distort the image, so then they start thinking about the reason you distorted it.”

