Mount Sinai UFSD

Mount Sinai Middle School

English

Grade 8 - Junior Great Books

Course Description:   

The Junior Great Books is a strong, inquiry-based language arts program that provides the essential elements for meeting and surpassing the goals of the New York Learning Standards for English Language Arts. This rigorous course will combine all of the reading, writing, listening and speaking components of the New York State English Language Arts learning standards and core curriculum, with a central focus of moving beyond the factual level to produce literary interpretations that explicate the multiple layers of meaning.  Reading, writing, listening and speaking are integrated with the dynamic development of divergent ideas and become the tools for critically thinking and supporting responses.     

Texts:

Junior Great Books: Series 8

Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes – Silver Level:  Prentice Hall Literature

McDougal, Littell English – Green Level

English Big 8 Review

The literature selected for Junior Great Books is especially challenging and rewarding.  The stories are complex, multifaceted and diverse in social, historical and cultural dimensions. Junior Great Books: Series 8 includes short stories, such as “Sucker” by Carson McCullers, novellas, and selections from novels, (such as “Rules of the Game” from The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan.)

Students will also read literary works that are a part of the English 8 core curriculum.  These include: Novel:  Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by 

Mildred Taylor, Drama: The Diary of Anne Frank by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett, Short Stories:  “ Thank You, M’am” by Langston Hughes,

 “ The Tell – Tale Heart” by Edgar Allan Poe, “ Flowers for Algernon” by 

Daniel Keyes, Nonfiction short Works: “ I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King, Jr.: The Gettysburg Address by Abraham Lincoln, “ Brown vs. The Board of Education” by Walter Dean Myers, “ The Underground Railroad” by 

Robert W. Peterson and Poetry: The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost, 

“ The Choice” by Dorothy Parker, “ All But Blind” by Walter de La Mare, “Mother to Son” by Langston Hughes, “O Captain! My Captain” by 

Walt Whitman, and “ The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe.

Additional independent reading will be assigned quarterly.
Learning Standards:

Standard 1:  Language for Information and Understanding - Students will

·        Listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding

·       Collect data, facts, and ideas

·        Discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations

·        Use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts

·         Use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

Standard 2:  Language for Literary Response and Expression - Students will

· Read and listen to oral, written, and electronically produced texts and performances from American and world literature 
· Relate texts and performances to their own lives 
· Develop an understanding of the diverse social, historical, and cultural dimensions the texts and performances represent 
· Use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for self-expression and artistic creation. 
Standard 3:  Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation - Students will

· Listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation 
· Analyze experiences, ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria 
· Use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues. 
Standard 4:  Language for Social Interaction - Students will

· Listen, speak, read and write for social interaction 
· Use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for effective social communication with a wide variety of people 
· Use the social communications of others to enrich their understanding of people and their views 
· Learning Objectives and Outcomes:

Students will demonstrate the following core performance indicators in the key areas of reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  

	Reading

•
Read from a variety of literary genres, including informational and technical text.

•
Adjust reading rate according to the purpose for reading.

•
Use word recognition and context clues to read fluently.

•
Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words by using context clues, a dictionary, a glossary, and structural analysis.

•
Distinguish between dictionary meaning and implied meaning of the author’s words.

•
Identify transitional words or phrases that provide clues to organizational formats such as compare/contrast.

•
Use knowledge of punctuation and syntax to assist in comprehension

•
Apply corrective strategies, such as discussing with others and monitoring for misunderstandings, to assist in comprehension.

•
Seek opportunities for improvement in reading comprehension by choosing more challenging writers, topics, and texts.

•  Use technology as a tool to organize and enhance learning.
Listening

· Listen respectfully & responsively.
· Adapt listening strategies to different purposes and settings.

Listen for a variety of purposes:

· To collect and interpret data, facts, and ideas.

· To comprehend, interpret, and respond to texts and presentations.

· To analyze and evaluate information, ideas, opinions, issues, themes, and experiences.

· To establish, maintain, and enhance personal relationships.

· Recognize content-specific vocabulary or terminology.

Use technology as a tool to organize and enhance learning.

	Writing
•
Understand the purpose for writing; the purpose may be to respond to literature, inform, summarize, explain, describe, narrate, persuade, and express feelings, etcetera.

•
Identify the intended audience and use

    appropriate tone and language.

•
Use prewriting activities & the writing process
•
Write clear, concise, and varied sentences, developing a personal writing style & voice.

•
Use correct grammatical construction. Observe rules of punctuation, italicization, capitalization, and spelling.

•
Use signal/transitional words or phrases to produce organized, cohesive texts

•
Use dictionaries, thesauruses, and style manuals

•  Write for an authentic purpose, including publication.

•  Use technology as a tool to organize and enhance learning.
Speaking
· Respond respectfully

· Adapt language and presentational       features for the audience and purpose.

Speak for a variety of purposes:  

· To share data, facts and ideas

· To respond to questions and clarify information

· To present interpretations, responses and opinions

· To support responses and opinions with

       evidence from the text

· To establish, maintain and enhance

       personal relationships.

•
Use language and grammar appropriate to the purpose for speaking.

•
Use volume, tone, pitch, and rate appropriate to content and audience.

•
Use effective nonverbal communication.

•  Establish and maintain eye contact with audience.

Use technology as a tool to organize, and enhance presentation.


Significant Learning Activities:

· Development of critical and reflective thinking skills through Shared Inquiry. 

· To develop the flexibility of mind to consider problems of meaning from many angles and the discipline to define, analyze, design, implement and test ideas.

· To search for answers to interpretive questions- questions that have more than one answer and can be supported with evidence from the text.

· To develop ability to ask relevant questions, trace ideas throughout a story, pause and reflect while reading, look closely at meaningful words and passages, build interpretations, and elaborate on ideas.

· To develop skill in comprehension and communication of complex ideas.

· Development of vocabulary, spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation skills.

· Development of research skills for writing and presenting a research report.

· Compare a film or stage version of a literary work with the written version.

· Use graphs, charts, diagrams, and technology to interpret and communicate information.

· Identify, interpret and use literary and poetic elements to enhance reading and writing.

· Follow oral and/or written multi-step directions.

· Develop problem-solving skills for defining a task, designing a solution, implementing the plan of action, and responding to feedback and performance reviews.

· Write for a variety of purposes including note taking, literary responses, essays, letters, research reports and journals.

· Engage in a variety of reading, writing, listening and speaking activities that reflect a wide range of literary themes and genres.

 

Specific or Technical Course Reguirements:

· Students must have a hard covered notebook/journal, 3-ring binder, 3x5 index cards, post-it notes, #2 pencil, pen with blue or black ink.   Supplies and required textbook(s) must be brought to class every day to read, write and share responses.

· Additional supplies may be requested, as needed, such as a floppy disk.

· Computer access, (students may be required to use computer in school during extra help sessions if there is no computer access at home).

· Class participation is a requirement

        Satisfactory completion of all class and homework assignments

 Homework:

Students will be responsible to complete all homework assignments in a timely fashion.

Grading:
· Quality and completion of notebook and journal responses

· Completion of homework

· Essays

· Tests

· Projects

· Class Participation/Class work

FINAL OR CULMINATING ASSESSMENT:

· Final Exam

