Mr. Mark Ford
6th Grade Science - Gifted
Website: http://www.team606.net
E-Mail: mark.ford@browardschools.com
Syllabus


Welcome to Falcon Cove Middle School!  I am excited to have you in my class, and look forward to a productive year for us all.  We will spend our time in a variety of ways – reading, writing, discussing, experimenting, etc.  However, to ensure that our class time is used efficiently, we have to adhere to certain guidelines.  These policies are designed to clear up any confusion before it begins, and let you know what I expect from you.  

Materials:

You must have the following materials on a daily basis:

· Daily Agenda (this will be provided to you)
· Pens (blue or black ink, but keep at least two on hand)

· Pencils (mechanical or lead is fine, but be sure to have extra lead handy if it is mechanical)
· Paper (loose-leaf)
· Calculator (a simple calculator is all that is needed)
· 1 folder with pockets 
· A novel or magazine for DEAR (always bring this to school, even if it is not a Friday)

· A disk-on-key (USB drive) for use during projects.  A minimum size of 256 mb is recommended.
Classroom Behavior:

In order for our classroom to run as smoothly as possible, some guidelines need to be kept in mind at all times. These rules are in addition to Broward County’s and Falcon Cove Middle School’s Codes of Conduct. 
1. Respect the Classroom.  For our classroom to function as well as possible, it is important that we do our best to maintain it.  This means picking up after yourself (ALWAYS) and avoiding destructive behaviors, such as eating, drinking, and gum-chewing as well as throwing objects around the classroom.  If you treat the room with respect, it will be in good condition for you!
2. Respect the Teacher.  I promise that I will always give you my very best.  However, it makes our relationship much more enjoyable when I feel I am getting the same from you.  I design everything in this class to maximize the potential for all of my students.  If you ever feel you are being treated unfairly, please speak with me about it in private rather than disrupt the class.  By respecting me, you allow us all to learn in a comfortable and hospitable environment.

3. Respect Your Classmates.  First and foremost, this includes not touching or kicking others.  This also includes verbal behaviors, such as shouting out when another student is talking, or contributing, in any way, to an environment where students are uncomfortable.  If you want this room to be a place where you can learn freely, that will have to start with you.

4. Respect Yourself.  Above all, it is important to respect yourself.  This means recognizing that you have the potential to do well in class, and making sure you are prepared to do so by practicing positive behaviors, such as bringing the necessary materials on a daily basis, setting aside time to do your work, and focusing on your schoolwork when you are in the classroom.  If you give yourself the chance, you will succeed!

Failure to comply with these guidelines will result in the following consequences:


Step One:  
Verbal Warning


Step Two:  
Pre-Detention (written warning)/ Phone Call Home


Step Three:
Detention


Step Four: 
Pre-referral


Step Five:
Referral

Certain disciplinary offenses will be sent straight to administration.
Classroom Procedures:
Entering the Classroom:

When you step into the classroom, you must move directly to your seat and quietly copy the Instructional Focus into agenda.  If you finish early, you can read silently from your DEAR novel. Occasionally, something unexpected comes up that needs to be taken care of.  If, after entering the classroom, you find yourself in one of these situations, raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged.  I will come to you before the assignment is over, but you should continue to work while you wait.  If you need a pass, you will be given one after class begins. 
Bathroom Passes:

You will be given three bathroom passes at the beginning of each nine weeks.  It is expected that you will take care of personal needs between classes, so you should use your passes sparingly.  Passes will not be given out during the first or last ten minutes of class for any reason (Ten Minute Rule).

Tardies:

Tardies, without a pass, are unacceptable.  All students should be in their seats and working by the time the bell rings.  Excessive tardies will result in disciplinary action.  Please refer to your Falcon Cove Handbook for further details.

Tests/Quizzes:

Yes, there will be tests and quizzes in science.  Tests and quizzes must be completed within the time allotted, and in blue or black ink (#2 pencil if it is a scan-tron).  Tests and quizzes will be announced at least one week prior to administration.  The teacher reserves the right to administer unannounced quizzes as he sees fit.

Homework/Late Work/Makeup Work:

Online Quia Quizzes will be given for homework. These must be completed within the time provided and the teacher should be notified within 24 hours if there are reasonable concerns that could prevent you from completing it on time.  Unless otherwise noted, homework is due one week after it is assigned.  Sometimes, you will be assigned a long-term project.  In those cases, you will be given the due date at the time of the assignment.  Late work will be accepted up to one day late for half credit.  When you are absent, you should check the class website to find out what you missed.  If you have any questions or need handouts afterwards, please see me before the end of class.  You have two days for every missed day to makeup work.  If you were absent on the day something is due, and you were here when it was assigned, it is due upon your return.  Ultimately, if you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and turn it in to me.  Students are expected to spend about 15 minutes per night doing some form of homework (i.e. – reading, reviewing, project and/or Quia).
Grades and Assignments:

Many people want to know how grades are calculated.  Our class uses a system of averaging by category.  The categories/weights are as follows:

	Assessments     40%
	Classwork    25%
	Project(s)     25%
	Homework      10%


Students will submit a folder with every assignment in it in order by date (See Quarter Indexes link on website) at the end of each quarter for a classwork grade. Students must not loose any written assignment as it will be turned in at the end of each quarter. During the first and second quarter, students will be completing a Science Fair Project which will count for 25% of their grade. 
Classroom Library:

I keep a selection of books in the classroom that are appropriate for a variety of interests and ability levels.  The books are available for checkout Monday through Thursday (no Friday checkout).  If you would like to check out a book, you must complete the sign-out sheet located on the clipboard next to the bookshelf.  Books that are not returned are expected to be replaced as the library is meant to be available to all students.  If you have a book you think would make a nice addition, see me during class as they are always welcome.

Computer Use:

Throughout the year we will use laptops for activities.  It is critical that you follow proper procedures for using the laptops or the privilege will be suspended.  Use only the laptop that has been assigned to you and always save to your USB drive.  If you do not have your USB drive, you are responsible for any lost or missing work.  Internet use is limited to approved sites.  At no time should you play games or check e-mail using classroom computers.  Printing may be available, but only with permission.  If you follow the rules for computer use, you can ensure they will be available to meet your classroom needs.
Contacting Me:

The best way to reach me outside of the classroom is via e-mail.  Remember to check the Quia Calendar (website) regularly – it is updated every Monday and throughout the week when changes occur.  It is a great way to find out forgotten homework or makeup work, and to find copies of documents you may have misplaced.  

