Hi!

This is Online Assignment #1.  It will probably be easier to accomplish this task if you print out this file.  You are then finished with Quia and may log off.  Don’t log off the internet as this task is internet dependent.

Tonight’s topic will be using an online tool called TrackStar to assemble internet sites into one tool that you can use yourself or your students can use to accomplish an online task in less time.

For example:

I give my students an assignment every year to research one biome and make a PowerPoint presentation for their classmates.  Locating sources sometimes takes the students more time than the actual construction of the PowerPoint itself.  I have made a “track” for each biome to enable the students to locate information from reliable sources in a more efficient use of time.

To see one of these tracks, follow the steps below:

Go to the internet site http://trackstar.hprtec.org

At the main screen click on Find a Track By Author.

Type “Kloewer” (without the quotes) in the box and click on Go.

You will see 25 track listed.  Click on anyone you wish.

A screen will come up identifying the track by its number, the person who made the annotations, the grade level, the subject, the date it was last modified, and the format.  You will be making a resource list such as this for a topic from your major area.  Once again, make it something that will be of use to you later!

Choose to see the track in frames.

When the track opens you will see 3 frames.  The frame on the left identifies the websites you have made available.  Clicking on the website name will open that site in the large frame to the right.  It will also bring up the URL of the website in the top frame along with any annotations I have made about the site itself. If you click on the URL it will take you to the site outside the frame.  To return to TrackStar, hit your back button.

Sometimes links have changed and you will click on a site to find the site is no longer available.  Before you use a track you always need to go back through and make sure your links are still there and doing what you want them to.

You will be making a track such as the ones I have made.

First, go out onto the internet and select 5 sites about a topic in your major area.  Be sure to jot down the URL so that you can type it in later as you make your track.

When you have 5 good sites, return to http://trackstar.hprtec.org

At the home screen this time I want you to complete the TrackStar registration.  When you have filled in the required information select, Register and Create a Track, then Make a New Track.

In the title area, type in “your first name’s” Track.

In the description area, type in “This track is a practice track for EDU373 at York College, York, Nebraska.”

Pick a subject area and grade level appropriate to your topic.

VERY IMPORTANT:  Enter this date in the due date box:  12-15-2003.  This way your track will be deleted at the end of the term and not take up space at HPRTEC.  However, if you want to keep this track, don’t type in a due date.

This track will be a Resource List.

Choose TrackMaker Frames.

VERY IMPORTANT:  Write down the track # in the black box where it says the name of your track.  This is my shortcut to find your track when I want to look at it!  You will email me this track number when you are finished with the assignment (sometime before Tuesday, September 30).

Read the box that is about a finished track.

Each entry on your track must have a title such as:  The Weather Channel

It must have the correct URL:  http://www.weather.com

I am requiring each site to have an annotation such as why you picked the site or what you think the site has to offer.  If this were for students, you could also put questions you want answered here for the students to find at this site.

When this information is entered for a site, click on Add Link and it will appear in the box to the right.

When you have entered the information for all 5 of your selected sites, click on Submit Track.  Any time you make modifications to your track you have to submit it when you are finished to save the changes.

When you have submitted your track, a screen will come up with the complete URL of your track.  You may write this down for your records if you wish.  I don’t need it because I’m going to use the Track ID#.

When you are all finished, you may logout and return to TrackStar home.

Email or call me if you have any questions.

Have fun!

Kloewer

