2009-2010 Language Arts Expectations and Information
Who is my teacher?

Mrs. Glenda Harris will be the 6th grade language arts teacher on Bear Hall. Mrs.Harris has been teaching since 1980 and has taught sixth through ninth grade special education, language arts, and social studies in Johnson City and Charlotte, NC. She is looking forward to this year with you.
What does Mrs. Harris expect?
I expect all students to put forth the best effort possible in school work and attitude.  If we have a positive attitude, we can accomplish a lot!  Being organized and responsible will make a big impact on your success in sixth grade.  The following information should help you get off to a good start.
What does language arts involve?

The curriculum for sixth grade is varied and vast.  We will cover grammar, writing, vocabulary, reading, and much more.

The state standards that we will cover are divided for you by quarters below. These are subject to change.
1st quarter/ 9-weeks

Strategies for Reading, Main Idea, Details, Making Inferences, Making Predictions, Context Clues, Text Features, Use of Resources, Fact and Opinion, Nouns, Pronouns, Subject and Verb Agreement, Punctuation of Quotations, Verbs, Adjectives, Adverbs, and Writing paragraphs and summaries

2nd quarter/ 9-weeks
Cause and Effect, Author’s Purpose, Media, Point of View, Giving a Speech, Sequence,

Reliability of Sources, Commas, Prepositions,  Parts of Speech Review, Punctuation and Capitalization of Outlines,  Writing Outlines, and a Writing Project
3rd quarter

Genre, Figurative Language, Poetry, Literary Terms, Theme, Punctuation, Business and Friendly Letters
4th quarter

Propaganda and Media, Research Skills, Writing a Research Paper, and Preview Seventh Grade skills
Grading Policy:
Tests =25%    AR =10%      Ah-ha =15%      Grammar/Writing =20 %        Reading =20%  Homework 10 %

Accelerated Reader

Students are responsible to have an AR book with them in class every day.  Students will take the STAR test soon after school starts. This and information from fifth grade will determine a goal to set for each student.  He/She will be expected to reach the goal each nine weeks.  Time will be provided during the school day to read, but they will still need to read at home in order to reach their goals.  Accelerated Reader will count as 10% of the total language arts grade. A folder or section in your binder will be helpful in keeping up with AR.
Ah-Ha

Ah-ha is a vocabulary program based on Greek and Latin word parts.  Students will receive a list of word parts and vocabulary words each week.  New units will be given each Thursday with a homework assignment that will be due each Monday.   Tests will be given on the following Wednesdays.  Encourage your child to complete the homework on Thursday so it will not be forgotten over the weekend. I suggest you get a three-prong folder to organize your Ah-ha work. A highlighter will also be beneficial. The students will make flashcards to keep on a ring to help them study. Please quiz them on this several times before the tests.
Daily Oral Language

Daily Oral Language (DOL) is a daily practice of grammar and mechanics skills.  We will look at 3-4 sentences to find language errors, discuss the problems, and make corrections each day.  A red ink pen is a necessity for this as requested on your supply list. On Fridays we will take a test on the skills covered that week.  Students really need to keep up with the practice sheets each week to prepare for the tests.  The practice sheets should be turned in with the test for 5 points added to the grade.

This is considered part of the grammar grade.

What if I miss an assignment due to an absence?

Students are responsible to bring a written excuse for absences.  When you miss my class, I will put any handouts on the board with your name on them.  I have a weekly assignment board posted in the room, and I keep a Tracker with the homework in it. YOU are responsible to ask if you need anything else.  If you miss a test or assignment you can not do at home, you will need to stay inside at team time to make it up.  You have three days from the absence to turn in all assignments. If a test occurred when you are absent, and you knew it was scheduled, plan to make it up the day you return.

What if I didn’t do my homework?

You can make it up the day it is due in study hall and not lose any points. After one day, points will be deducted each day it is late.  Turn in late work into the tray on my desk.

What about extra credit?

I give enrichment opportunities throughout the nine weeks.  Students should take the initiative to complete these assignments as they are given. I will average the points into the grade at the end of the quarter.  I do not give extra credit just to pull up a grade at midterm and report card time.  So take advantage of enrichment opportunities, even if you don’t think you need it at the time.

How will I know my grades?

You will receive all work back in a timely manner.  Keep it in your notebooks so there is never a question about grades.  I will give reports every other week to keep you informed.  Any time you want an update, send me an email and I will update you as soon as I can.

How can parents contact Mrs. Harris?

 Email is a quick way to get an answer. I check it each morning before school starts and during my planning time.  My email address is harrisg@jcschools.org.  I also have a Quia website that can be reached via the Indian Trail site.  I request that parents sign the student Tracker daily and I will see notes there, if you’d like to communicate that way. I can also be reached at 610-6000 during planning hours—10:10-11:10.  The secretary will leave a message in my mail box if you call at other times, and I will return the call as soon as I can.
Please sign and return the portion below for my records.

Thank you,

Glenda Harris
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