For reading homework you will be responsible for reading one Accelerated Reader book per month (not including August or June).  There are three parts to the homework each month: 

1. Read the book (if you find a book you are really interested in reading that is not an Accelerated Reader book, just come talk to me about it.)

2. Take the AR test before the month is over.  This can be done from home or at school. 

3. Complete one assignment from the menu of choices below, to be turned in before the end of the month.  You may take the AR test and turn in your assignment at any point during the month.  If you turn in the September project on October 1st, however, it will be late.  The last day of the month is the final due date.    (If you finish all of this and turn it in before the month is over, your reading homework for the rest of the month will be to read anything of your choice for at least twenty minutes each night. There might also be times when you have to work on an assignment for a book club at home, but if that is the case we will talk about it during agenda time on that day.)

Reading Homework Project Menu

There are a lot of projects to list here, so I understand that the explanations are short.  If you have any questions, please just ask.  You have a whole month to get these finished, so you can ask lots of questions if you need to.  You can even bring in one draft of a project for feedback, then take it back home and make it even better.  

There are 19 choices on this menu.  You will have nine months of book projects to do.  That means you can ignore 10 of them, and just choose the nine that seem interesting to you.  You must choose a different project each month.  

Before you turn in your project, ask yourself: 

Did I do careful work that I can really be proud of?  Is my handwriting neat?  Are my illustrations carefully drawn?  Did I use complete sentences and appropriate punctuation?  

Did I follow all of the instructions?  If the instructions said write at least a page, did I do that?  If the instructions said to list at least five things, do I have that many?  If I had to include four different things on my movie poster, did I include them all?  

Did I do the bare minimum, or did I really give the project my best effort? 

Movie poster

*Imagine that the book will be turned into a movie and you are responsible for making the poster that will advertise the movie.  Make a poster that includes a picture of something important from the book, information about title and author of the book, and a “tagline” about the book that will really make people want to watch the movie.  Study other movie posters to see what some good examples look like.  The back of the poster should include one or two sentences explaining why you chose to use the picture that you did on the front, and three details from that picture that came directly from the book.  

Comic book 

*Take your favorite scene or chapter, and retell it as a comic book.

Power Point presentation

*Make a Power Point presentation with a slide on each of the following topics: basic information about the book (author, title, number of pages, year published, awards won, etc.), setting, important characters, short summary, your reaction to the book (did you like it and WHY, also who else might like the book).  Each slide should have a clear topic, and everything on the slide should be about that topic.  You can include pictures and graphics to go along with the text. 

Written book report 

*Write a book report that includes paragraphs about the following things: basic information about the book (author, title, number of pages, year published, awards won, etc.), setting, important characters, short summary, your reaction to the book (did you like it and WHY, also who else might like the book).

Oral book report

*Prepare a book report that includes information about the following things: basic information about the book (author, title, number of pages, year published, awards won, etc.), setting, important characters, short summary, your reaction to the book (did you like it and WHY, also who else might like the book).  You will present this information to the class at morning meeting or during reading.  You will not have to turn anything in, but you might want to prepare notes so that your report includes all of the information listed above.  You will only have five minutes to talk, and you must include all of the information listed above in your presentation. 

Interview a main character

*Come up with five questions that you would like to ask to a character in the book.  The questions should be interesting and really help us get to know the character better.  Good questions should not be able to be answered in one word.  (Example of a not-very-interesting question: “What is your favorite color?”  Example of an interesting question that helps us get to know the character better: “What was the most challenging thing that happened to you in the book and why?” or “If you could have had one superpower as you went through the story, what would it be and why?”)  You may write out the text of the interview so that it looks like a play script, or if you have a way to do it, you may record the interview on some type of audio recording device (it must be possible for me to listen to it at school).  If you record the interview, you might use a different voice to show when the character from the book is talking, or get a friend or family member to say that part so that it really sounds like two different people talking. 

Design a book jacket

*Study a few book jackets to see what kinds of information they include and how they are made.  Make a book jacket for the book you read.  It should actually fold around the book like a real book jacket.  It needs to include all of the following parts (and might include some more things as well if you notice some new things or have new ideas while you are studying other book jackets): Title and author, cover illustration, about the author section, and book summary.

Collage of items that relate to the book with captions

*Your collage must at least fill up a piece of construction paper.  You can also use something bigger, such as poster board.  The collage should have at least seven pictures on it that relate to the book.  Each picture should have a short caption explaining why it relates to the book.  Pictures can be cut out from magazines, drawn by you, from a photograph you take, or any other source. 

Write a different ending

*Imagine how your book could have ended differently.  Rewrite the ending with your own ideas.  The new ending should be at least one page long.  

Venn diagram to compare/contrast two or more characters

*Neatly draw a Venn diagram (two circles that overlap in the middle).  Label one circle with one character’s name and the other circle with another character’s name.  You should list at least five things that describe each character in his or her circle, and also at least three things that they have in common in the overlapping middle part.  You can add a third character if you want to challenge yourself.  (You can also use a computer program such as Kidspiration to do this project.)

Venn diagram to compare/contrast yourself with a character

*Neatly draw a Venn diagram (two circles that overlap in the middle).  Label one circle with one character’s name and the other circle with your name.  You should list at least five things that describe the book character in his or her circle, five things that describe you in your circle, and also at least three things that they have in common in the overlapping middle part.  (You can also use a computer program such as Kidspiration to do this project.)

Quotation motto

*Find something that a character in your book says that might make an interesting motto.  (Canterbury’s motto is “To learn, to love, to serve, to live.” The Three Musketeers’ motto is “All for one and one for all.” )  On a piece of paper, write the quotation in quotation marks.  Below the quotation, write a paragraph explaining why this would be a good or bad motto by which to live your life.  

Tell 10 things you learned while reading the book

*Make a list of ten things that you learned while reading the book.  You might learn facts (example: I learned that the Iditarod is a really long dog sled race in Alaska).  You might learn life lessons (example: I learned that it doesn’t pay to cheat because at the end of the day cheaters never win).  You can type this or write it out.  
Find artifacts that relate to the book and explain why

*Find five objects that have something to do with the book.  Put them in a bag or box and bring them to school.  You can either write down why each object has something to do with your book or you can explain it orally during morning meeting.  If you choose to write you should have one index card for each object so that it can be set up like a museum exhibit. 

What birthday present would you give to one of the main characters? 

*Think about what would make a great birthday present for one of the characters in the book.  Imagine that you gave the character the present, and write a thank you note from the character to you.  The note should follow proper letter format and explain why the gift was such a good one. 

Identify ways a character changed

*Explain how a character changed during the book.  You can be as creative as you like with how you show the changes.  You can simply write a paragraph or two explaining what the character was like at the beginning of the story, and how they changed as it went on, or you can use pictures and captions, a flow chart, etc.  The key thing is that I can understand how the character was at first, and how they changed during the story.  

Find problem/solution examples

*Think about the problems that characters faced in the book and how they solved them.  Make a chart where the left-hand side of the page lists problems that came up in the book, and the right-hand side of the page explains how the problems got solved.  The chart should list at least two problems and solutions. 

Map with explanations of important places

*Draw a map showing where your book takes place.  Label the map with place names and explanations of why a particular place is important or what important event happened there.  You can also use a map key/legend in addition to labels. 

Make a quiz asking important questions about the book

*Make a ten-question quiz about the book.  Answer the questions.  

