ADVANCED STUDIES IN ART

Course Objectives/description: Advanced Studies in Art is for the student who wants to develop advanced skills in art. Students will choose individual areas of study and explore the expressive impact of art. Students will develop individual programs of study based on personal interests as well as research and study in the history and aesthetics of art. This course can be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: Art One,
Art Two and instructor approval.
Advanced Studies in Art is a challenging and rigorous course that has at its core the generation of a substantial body of very high quality works of art. The coursework is expected to be at the college level in terms of its quality in subject, content and form.

The core of the course is essentially a portfolio course. The Concentration Portfolio contains twelve works that are related to each other in a variety of ways. The portfolio involves a written plan of study in an area of investigation that is pursued through several art works. The Elements and Principles of art should be evident in the development of conceptual approaches to composition and problem solving.

Each of the following sections describes the course content areas:

THE  PORTFOLIO

The portfolio will consist of twelve pieces and should represent a body of work of the students’ interest in an idea that is expressed in visual terms. The works should show exploration and growth while investigating an in-depth problem or theme. The concentration of work should show development of thinking over time and considerable effort should be evident. A written piece describing the nature of the project, the development and sources of ideas and the media is also required. The twelve pieces selected for the portfolio will be presented in a digital format.

CONTENT OF COURSE

I. INTRODUCTION

An introduction to the course and program of study will be provided so that students may become aware of the expectations of the course. Portfolio options, which include either two or three dimensional work, will be presented.

Approximate time: 1 day

II. INTRODUCTION OF CONCENTRATION PORTFOLIO

The portfolio will be a concentration portfolio.  A concentration is a body of works based on a student’s interest in a particular idea expressed visually. When developing a concentration, students will be encouraged to explore a personal, central interest as extensively as possible. Each student will select a thematic concept. Students will be given freedom to choose from a vast range of ideas and media. The concentration should grow out of, and demonstrate, a plan of action or investigation in which the student has invested considerable time, effort, and thought. An overview of the requirements for the concentration portfolio will be provided along with a presentation of examples of artists’ concentrations throughout history. Requirements for this portfolio include fifteen to twenty works, from which the best twelve images are selected, a sketchbook/journal, and a written commentary. In the coming days, students will need to bring in ideas, sketches, notes, and a rough draft of their written commentary. The written commentary has three parts: 1. Briefly describe the nature of your concentration project. 2. Briefly describe the development of your concentration and the sources of your ideas. 3. Provide a description of the media used.

Approximate time: 2 days

III. CONCENTRATION PORTFOLIO - pieces 1 & 2

Students will begin work in their concentration areas. Preliminary sketches, ideas, notes, special supplies (if needed) and a rough draft of their written commentaries will be due. During this two-week time period, students will be completing both the first and second projects in their concentration areas. The teacher will be working individually with each student to discuss idea development, plans for investigative study, and technical skill.

Approximate time: 2 weeks

IV. DISCUSSION OF DIGITAL PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT

Students will be reminded of the digital portfolio requirements. At this point in the semester, the students will learn how to photograph their artworks and develop them as digital images. Camera issues, lighting, and multiple  images of the same subject will be discussed. Students will be given the opportunity to experiment with this process and begin progress on the development of their digital portfolio.

Approximate time: 2-3 days

V. CONCENTRATION PORTFOLIO - pieces 3 & 4

The teacher will review student progress in their concentration areas by critiquing work up to this point. While all students are working on the third and fourth projects in their area of investigative study, individual critiques will ensue.

Approximate time: 2 weeks

VI. CONCENTRATION PORTFOLI0 - review and pieces 5, 6, & 7

Students will present the first four pieces in their area of concentration in an open critique session. Progress, investigative development, and technical strengths will be evaluated. Students will complete the fifth and sixth artworks for this area. The seventh work will be assigned as an outside project.

Approximate time: 2 weeks

VII. CONCENTRATION PORTFOLIO - piece 8

The seventh piece assigned outside of class will be due. Students will start their eighth piece and complete it outside of class if necessary.

Approximate time: 1 week

VIII. CONCENTRATION PORTFOLIO - pieces 9 & 10

A complete review of each student’s work will be executed on an individual basis. Students will begin and complete their ninth and tenth projects.

Approximate time: 1 week

IX. CONCENTRATION PORTFOLIO - pieces 11, 12 & more

Students will work to complete their major body of work for the concentration portfolio. The resulting body of work should represent fifteen to eighteen pieces from which the best twelve pieces are selected and photographed. Written commentaries must be finalized at this time. Teacher will review each student’s works and written commentaries.

Approximate time: 4 weeks

X. FINAL PREPARATION OF DIGITAL PORTFOLIO

Students will finalize their digital portfolio. The digital portfolio consists of each student’s twelve best works, .

Approximate time: 1 week

XI. SLIDE PRESENTATIONS BY STUDENTS AND CLOSURE

Students will show their digital portfolios in a presentation to the class. Critical analysis and aesthetic judgment will be discussed. Students will be required to submit an outline of their presentation. The grade for the presentation and outline will be incorporated into the final exam grade for the course.

Approximate time: 2-3 days

Calendar Overview
Week One:

Day 1 – Introduction

Days 2 & 3 – Introduction to Concentration Portfolio

Days 4 & 5 – Rough draft of written commentary and Pieces 1 & 2

Week Two:

Days 1-5 – Pieces 1 & 2

Week Three

Day 1 & 2 – Introduction of Digital Portfolio

Days 3-5 – Piece 2

Week Four

Day 1 – Critique of pieces 1 & 2

Days 2-5 – Pieces 3 & 4

Week 5

Days 1-5 – pieces 3 & 4

Week 6

Days 1-4 – pieces 5 & 6

Day 5 – homework assigned for piece 7

Week 7

Days 1-5 – pieces 5 & 6 (piece 7 due day 5 of this week)

Week 8

Days 1-5 – piece 8

Week 9

Days – 1-5 – Individual reviews of student progress and pieces 9 & 10

Week 10

Days 1-5 – pieces 11 , 12 + ?

Week 11

Days 1-5 – pieces 11 , 12 + ?

Week 12

Days 1-5 – pieces 11 , 12 + ?

Week 13

Days 1-5 – pieces 11 , 12 + ?

Week 14

Days 1-5 – finalizing of digital portfolios

Week 15

Days 1-5 – Student presentation of digital portfolios and critiques

Week 16

Final Exams

Course expectations: Art 1/ Art 2/ Advanced Studies in Art

I) Required Materials


A) see list in syllabus

II) Classroom policy and procedures


A.  Be on time, excessive absences will be reported to the dean’s office


B.  My theory of classroom management centers around one word- RESPECT.  This means that 
I expect you to respect me (it is extremely disrespectful to speak while I’m speaking, I hate that), 
respect for your fellow students (at all times, but especially during critiques), respect for the class, 
and all materials (students abusing the supplies will be restricted from participation in projects )  
There are many books written on the subject of art and artists, I can easily turn this class into a 
book orientated class, in which you will read a book about art and write an extensive on it instead 
of creating an art piece.  



I hate to beat you guys over the head with this classroom management stuff, but hopefully it 
won’t be an issue.  I enforce good classroom behavior by having a studio behavior component in 
every one of your assignments.  Extreme/and or repetitive instances of disrespect will result in 
detentions, or a visit to the Dean’s office.


C.  Keep the noise level down!  There are other classrooms in close proximity to us.  
Conversation is allowed in my classroom, but be respectful and keep it down.  If these guidelines 
are not followed I will restrict talking completely.


D.  Clean up is the responsibility of each student.  Keep the classroom clean.  In art classes you 
can and will make a mess, just be conscious  of this, if you make a mess clean it up!  If you don’t 
I’ll be forced to make a cleanup roster (which would be ridiculous for a high school level class).  


E.  Don’t touch the computer, there is no reason for you to be behind my desk at all.


F.  No food/ drink is allowed in the classroom (including gum).  We work with a variety of 
supplies that are not very good to ingest.  Also art projects with food stains and/or spill marks 
aren’t very appealing.  Also no drink bottles of any kind are allowed into the class, If I see them I 
am obligated to confiscate it.


G. No cell phones please (if I see or hear them I will take them)


H. I enter IHSA eligibility on Tuesday every week.  If you don’t want to be marked ineligible 
for an activity, be sure that you are caught up by Tuesday of each week.

III)  Homework policy


A)  Your main homework assignments will come in the form of sketchbook assignments.  There 
will be 3 to 4 assigned during the course of the semester.


IV)  Evaluation and grades.


A)  Projects of varying weight and length will be assigned during the course of the semester.  
These project will be turned in on the due date.  If it’s late I will start deducting points.  Projects 
are graded on the following criteria:  effort, following the parameters assigned to each 
assignment, studio behavior/clean up.


B) Tests/ and quizzes will be assigned with varying weight.


C) The semester final will combine a final test combined with appropriate studio application.

V)  Attendance/absence


A)  You are responsible for any work missed due to absence from class.


B)  If you have an unplanned absence on a project due date be prepared to turn it in on the next 
day.


C) If you have a planned absence on a due date (retreat, field trip, etc..), you must turn the project 
in before the due date.


D) At any time a student may need extra time on a project.  If you anticipate needing extra time 
on a project let me know before the due date, maybe an extension can be worked out.

Teacher availability


I am generally at school by 7:30 each morning.  Feel free to see me then or we can make 
arrangements to meet almost any time.  I will be willing to stay after school if you need some 
extra time in the classroom, but you have to let me know in advance.

