Course Title:  Digital Photography 
Instructor: Mr. Gruenfeld

Course Description:

Digital Photo is an introduction to digital photography.  Previous knowledge of photography is not necessary.  Students develop skills in shooting and printing their own images.  The course familiarizes students with camera techniques as well as photo history, artistic interpretation and practical applications of the media.  Students will take written tests on the history and art of photography as well as develop skills in shooting good pictures as well as minimal manipulations of their prints using a computer.  Students are required to create a portfolio of work that includes all of their photographic prints, and written work. Students will be required to create an online portfolio of their work as well.   Students must have the use of a 7 mega pixel (minimum) digital camera, sharing cameras is not an option.
Course Requirements:


Materials list (student provided):
· Digital camera (7 mega pixel minimum) you must also have the manual for the camera
· 1 GB SD memory card (recommended)

· USB cable for your camera

· USB Flash Drive (1 gigabyte minimum) 
· Textbook:  Introduction to Digital Photography

· 3 ring binder w/ pockets

Course Objective:

To develop and build skills in the student to fully understand and operate a digital camera and through the use of a camera, explore the creative and practical expression of the media.  An understanding of the history of photography as well as applications of the media in today’s world is also related. 

Course Outline:


I.  Class lecture on fundamentals and techniques



A. demonstration



B. a/v presentation


II. History and Appreciation



A. a/v presentations


B. video


III. Projects (including the following)



A. camera control operations



B. minimal print manipulations



C. themes




1.  portrait




2.  landscape




3.  journalistic work




4.  experimental photography





5.  others


IV. Tests and quizzes


V. Homework (including the following)


            A. handouts relating to the textbook


            B. most shooting assignments will be done outside of class


VI.  Critique

Course expectations: Digital Photography
I) Required Materials


A) see list in syllabus

II) Classroom policy and procedures


A.  Be on time, excessive absences will be reported to the dean’s office


B.  My theory of classroom management centers around one word- RESPECT.  This means that I expect you to respect me (it is extremely disrespectful to speak while I’m speaking, I hate that), respect for your fellow students (at all times, but especially during critiques), respect for the class, and all materials (students abusing the supplies will be restricted from participation in projects)  There are many books written on the subject of art and artists, I can easily turn this class into a completely book orientated class.  If I have to do this you will be writing extensive essays on the subject of photography instead of shooting assignments.
I hate to beat you guys over the head with this classroom management stuff, but hopefully it won’t be an issue.  I enforce good classroom behavior by having a studio behavior component in every one of your assignments.  Extreme/and or repetitive instances of disrespect will result in detentions, or a visit to the Dean’s office.


C.  Keep the noise level down!  There are other classrooms in close proximity to us.  Conversation is allowed in my classroom, but be respectful and keep it down.  If these guidelines are not followed I will restrict talking completely.


D.  Clean up is the responsibility of each student.  Keep the classroom clean.  In art classes you 
can and will make a mess, just be conscious of this, if you make a mess clean it up!  If you don’t I’ll be forced to make a cleanup roster (which would be ridiculous for a high school level class).  

E.  The computers are for class work only!!!  You should not be on any social networking sites (myspace, facebook, etc…), personal email, checking IHSA scores/schedules, or any other site not directly related to academic research/work.  This is the only warning you will receive for this.  If you are caught on these sites it will be an automatic write up.  

F.  No food/ drink is allowed in the classroom (including gum).  We work with a variety of supplies that are not very good to ingest.  Also art projects with food stains and/or spill marks aren’t very appealing.  Also no drink bottles of any kind are allowed into the class, If I see them I am obligated to confiscate it.


G. No cell phones please (if I see or hear them I will take them)


H. I enter IHSA eligibility on Tuesday every week.  If you don’t want to be marked ineligible for an activity, be sure that you are caught up by Tuesday of each week.

III)  Homework policy


A)  Your main homework assignments will come in the form of shooting assignments.  Additional homework may come in the form of completing any handouts you were not able to complete during class time. Use your time wisely I give you time during class to do the handout and will try to assign shooting assignments on Fridays so you have time to shoot over the weekend.
IV)  Evaluation and grades.


A)  Projects of varying weight and length will be assigned during the course of the semester.  These projects will be turned in on the due date.  If it’s late I will start deducting points.  Projects are graded on the following criteria:  effort, following the parameters assigned to each assignment, studio behavior, and impact statements.


B) Tests/ and quizzes will be assigned with varying weight.


C) Weekly handout will be assigned each week.  These handouts cover one chapter in your Photography handout.  You will get credit for fully completing these handouts and keep them in your 3 ring binder to aid you in studying for all.  We will go over each handout at the end of the week.  


D) The semester final will be a cumulative test covering information you have learned throughout the semester.
V)  Attendance/absence


A)  You are responsible for any work missed due to absence from class.


B)  If you have an unplanned absence on a project due date be prepared to turn it in on the next day.


C) If you have a planned absence on a due date (retreat, field trip, etc..), you must turn the project 
in before the due date.


D) At any time a student may need extra time on a project.  If you anticipate needing extra time on a project let me know before the due date, maybe an extension can be worked out.

Teacher availability


I am generally at school by 7:30 each morning.  Feel free to see me then or we can make arrangements to meet almost any time.  I will be willing to stay after school if you need some 
extra time in the classroom, but you have to let me know in advance.

Eighth semester exam policy for seniors: At the eighth semester exam time, seniors may be exempt from the final exam if they have maintained an 85%, completed all major projects, and has been absent from class, FOR ANY REASON, for less than 8 days in the semester.  A senior is only exempt from the exam when these qualifiers have been met and the instructor has given each student specific acknowledgement of his/her exempt status.

