

CURRENT EVENTS: Each student will be responsible for completing assignments in Current Events.  Your class will take turns in alphabetical order; this means that each student follows the person just ahead of you on the alphabetical class list posted on the bulletin board.  At least one report will be due each day.  Students must be responsible for knowing when it is your turn

Articles may be selected from a newspaper, news magazine, or from an on-line news source and should be classified according to the following categories. 

· National – news articles about events in the United States

· International – news articles about events in other countries

· Human Interest – articles about people, animals, or local events

· Arts and Entertainment – articles about movies, television, books reviews, entertainers,

      music, plays, etc.

· Sports – articles about sporting events and participants

You must choose a different category each time it is your turn for CE.  Articles must be dated within a week of your presentation.

Students must be prepared to submit a written summary and give an oral presentation to the class.

· For the written summary, carefully follow the detailed instructions outlined below.
· Be prepared to read your written report to the class.
Criteria which must be included in all written reports:

Paragraph 1 - Introduction to include:

· The title of the article – “in quotes”

· The name of the author if known or the news source (AP, UPI, Reuters)

· The title of the newspaper, magazine or website – underlined or in italics (not both)

· Date of publication

· Classification of the article

Paragraph 2 - Content summarized based on your category choice: 

· Include main ideas and supporting details from your article written in your own words  

· Give facts from the article to support what you say.

Paragraph 3 - Conclusion:

· An explanation with specific reasons as to why you selected a particular article

· Please Note: “because it was interesting” is not a specific reason.  You must tell exactly what you found interesting.
Copy of Article to be turned in:

· Your article or a copy of it must be neatly cut and stapled to the back of your written report. 

· Main ideas, people mentioned, and important facts should be highlighted or underlined.

Oral Presentation:

· Students will read their reports aloud to the class.

· Practice reading aloud at home the night before your report is due.

· Use tips from the handout: How to Give a Speech
Your grade will equal a quiz grade worth up to 50 points (see rubric).  Students who forget their turn will lose points for lateness. When you have finished, be sure to check off the classification, which you have chosen, by dating the correct column of the class list on the board.  Remember you must choose a different category each time.  

It is important to keep up with current events. Try to relax and remember that everyone will be speaking about an article at one time or another.  Have some fun learning about what’s happening in the world.                                                                                                                                                  (
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CURRENT EVENTS
Here is an example of an appropriate introduction:
  The title of my article is “Fed urged to boost job creation efforts” written by Robert Gavin.  This article appeared in the The Boston Globe (Boston Globe) on October 16, 2011.  I would classify this article as National news.
The summary should be at least one paragraph written in your own words using complete detailed sentences based on facts from the article _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.


The conclusion should be a short paragraph which includes your specific reasons for choosing the particular article; cite examples or facts from the article to back up what you say.  Sample sentence starters:  I chose this article because … or This article interested me because … _________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

(REMEMBER:  Because it was interesting is not a sufficient reason.  You must explain what exactly was interesting in the article and what you learned.)
Dear Students,

Be sure to keep this handout in your notebook and use it when your turn comes up.  Reporting on Current Events is an easy way to earn an A/A+.  All you have to do is follow directions carefully and put forth your best effort.  You can do it! ( 
Good luck,

Mrs. T
