ESTATES-GENERAL
The Estates-General was the national representative body in France before 1789. Its basic function was to give consent to royal taxation. Its members were divided into three classes, or estates: the clergy, the nobility (both small minorities), and the third estate, which represented the great majority of the people. The Estates-General, first convened by King Philip IV in 1302, was most powerful in the 14th and early 15th centuries. Philip IV fought with Pope Boniface VIII over taxation of clergy, and Philip IV relied on the Estates-General for secular support of clergy taxation.  

Under later kings, the monarchy began to develop independent sources of revenue and relied less on the Estates-General. From 1614 until 1789 the body was obsolete, when King Louis XVI summoned the Estates-General to deal with the financial crisis that gripped the country on the eve of the French Revolution. In June 1789, the Estates-General and members of the clergy and the nobility, declared itself a National Assembly in defiance of the king. This body then set about drafting a new constitution for France, which initiated the French Revolution.
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Parliament/Estates-General

1. What similarities do you see between the two bodies?

2. How did both bodies deal with religious-secular conflicts?

