The Crusades
First Crusade
After Byzantine emperor Alexius I called for help with defending his empire against the Seljuk Turks, in 1095 Pope Urban II called upon all Christians to join a war against the Turks, a war which would count as full penance for any sins committed in the past (“Deus lo volt!”). Crusader armies marched first to Constantinople to defend the city from Muslim attacks, but failed.  Crusaders continued to Jerusalem, sacking several cities on their way. In 1099, the Christian Crusaders took Jerusalem and massacred the population of Jews and Muslims there. As a result of the First Crusade, several small Crusader states were created (Edessa, Antioch, Tripoli, Jerusalem).  
Second Crusade
After a period of relative peace, in which Christians and Muslims co-existed in the Holy Land, Bernard of Clairvaux called for a new crusade when Turkish Muslim leader Zengi conquered the town of Edessa. French and German Christian Crusader armies marched to Constantinople to attempt to recaputure the city, but again failed.  Crusaders continued into Asia Minor in 1147, but failed to accomplish any major successes, and indeed endangered the survival of the Crusader states with a foolish attack on Damascus (present-day Syria). In 1149, both leaders had returned to their countries without any result. 

Third Crusade
In 1187, Saladin recaptured Jerusalem. Pope Gregory VIII preached a crusade, which led to a temporary truce between several important western European powers: it was led by Philip II of France, Richard I of England and Frederick I of the Holy Roman Empire.  Crusaders from western Europe attacked Acre, Tripoli and Jersualem head on, attempting to rid the Holy Land of Muslims.  During the assault,  Frederick drowned in Cilicia in 1190, which left an unstable alliance between the English and the French. Philip left in 1191 after the Crusaders had recaptured Acre from the Muslims. The Crusader army headed down the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. They defeated the Muslims near Arsuf and were in sight of Jerusalem. However, an inability for Crusaders to thrive in the locale due to inadequate food and water resulted in an empty victory. Richard left the following year after establishing a truce with Saladin. On Richard's way home his ship was wrecked leading him to Austria. In Austria his enemy Duke Leopold captured him and Richard was held for a king's ransom. 

Fourth Crusade
The Fourth Crusade was initiated by Pope Innocent III in 1202, with the intention of invading the Holy Land through Egypt. The Venetians gained control of this crusade and diverted it to Constantinople where they attempted to place a Byzantine exile on the throne. After a series of misunderstandings and outbreaks of violence, the city was sacked in 1204, led by Venitians, who hoped to bring Venice to the forefront of Mediterranean trade. The popular religious spirit of the movement was now dead, as Europe moved from the Middle Ages into the Renaissance.  
