POSSIBLE CIVIL RIGHTS RESEARCH TOPICS:

These are just a few of the many topics under the civil rights umbrella. You may choose one of the following or one of your own.

Discrimination against African Americans

· Slavery

· Breaking color barrier into sports (Jackie Robinson – MLB; Arthur Ashe – Tennis)

· Too few Minority college coaches

· Emmett Till case

· Rosa Parks and the Montgomery Bus Boycotts

· Sit-ins

· Marches

· Compare Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to Malcolm X

· The Scottsboro boys and trials

· Plessy vs. Ferguson

· Brown vs. Topeka Board of Education case

· School segregation

· Emancipation Proclamation (President Abraham Lincoln)

· Civil Rights Act of 1964 (President JFK)

· Voting Rights Act of 1965

· Tuskegee Airmen

· actions of the Black Panthers

· story of James Meredith – first African American admitted to University of Mississippi

· Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) – Stokely Carmichael, leader

· Lowndes County Freedom Organization (1966) – an African American political party

· the story behind the movie Glory Road (Texas Western in the 60s, currently University of Texas-El Paso, or more commonly, UTEP)
· Portrayal of African-Americans and/or other minorities in literature, TV, and movies

· L.A. Riots of 1992 / Watts Riots of 1965

· history and work of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)

More modern-day (20th and 21st century) civil rights issues

· Behaving morally in the face of social pressure

· Matthew Shepherd story and court case (Matthew Shepherd Act - Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 2007)
· Title IX in sports

· Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

· Equal opportunities in the workplace / affirmative action / religious discrimination in the workplace

· convicts trying to start over

· discrimination of those with HIV/AIDS

· celebrities and the paparazzi

· age discrimination (driving, health benefits, etc.)
Discrimination on an international level


South American corrupt presidents


story of Nelson Mandela (Africa)


story of Mahatma Gandhi (India)


Genocide – Rwanda/ Darfur/ Armenia


illegal immigration and the law


treatment of Arabs and Muslims since 9/11





Right to Life


Capital punishment (death penalty)


Euthanasia (Terri Schiavo case) / assisted suicide


Abortion














