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Step #1

Now that you have opened this document, follow these steps to save your copy on the server:

1. Fill your name in the appropriate blank at the top of the page.

2. Click on File – Save As

3. Next to “Save in” pull down the Faculty & Student$ on ‘spxsrvr’ (Y:).

4. Go to the folder labeled Ms. Plumb.

5. Go to the folder labeled Freshman English.

6. Find your hour and save this document in that folder.

7. Keep the file name, but add your last name to the end.

Step #2

1. Open up the Internet and do a Google search on Emmett Till.

2. Find an Internet newspaper article about Emmett Till.

3. Type in the name of the newspaper HERE:

4. Now, copy and paste the URL HERE:

5. How old was Emmett Till when he was killed?

6. Till was kidnapped from who’s home and in what state?

7. Why was he killed?

8. Was Till’s funeral an open or closed casket?

9. Were the accused ever found guilty of Till’s murder?

10. Now look for a .org or .edu. Is the information similar to what you found in the online newspaper article? 

11. Provide another piece of information not already answered above.

Step #3

1. Now go to search.ebscohost.com

2. The user ID is spxhs (all lowercase)

3. The password is library (all lowercase)

4. Select EBSCOhost Research Databases.

5. Select the following databases:

a. MAS Ultra – School Edition

b. Newspaper Source

c. ERIC

d. TOPICsearch

6. Click Continue.

7. In the search box, type murder and Emmett till not documentary
8. Now, on the left-hand side of the page select Full Text and click update

9. You should have under 150 results.

10. Click on PDF Full Text under one of the first four articles.

11. Type one piece of significant information HERE:

12. Now go back a page and click on the HTML Full Text link under article #5.

13. Type one piece of significant information HERE:

Some things to remember when search both the Internet and EBSCOhost:

· Use Boolean connectors: and, or, not. By using these, you will be able to enact a much more accurate search of your topic.

· For the most reliable information, it is best to use .gov or .org., websites. .edu websites can be reliable, but you have to make sure the information presented is not from a first-year undergraduate student. However, their research may lead you to more reliable information.

· Always try to use websites with an author’s name attached to it.

· Avoid blogs and, most especially, wikipedia!!!!
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Your homework: Conduct an Internet search on a civil rights topic. Choose one of the sites for your topic and evaluate it based on the questions below. Answer as many of them as you can. If I have provided answers for you in BOLD, simply circle the correct answer as it fits your article. 
(The following questions were taken from http://www.classzone.com/books/research_guide/page_build.cfm?content=web_eval_criteria&state=none for evaluating websites.)

1. Who is the author/publisher? Is that source clearly identified on the site?   YES
NO
2. Can I contact the author through an e-mail, phone number, or a mailing address?  YES
NO
3. What are the author's credentials (Is he/she a doctor, scientists, educator, etc.)? Is he or she an expert in the subject I am researching?

4. Is the site created or sponsored by a reputable organization? If so, can I confirm that the organization is a credible, authoritative source of information?   

YES
NO
a. If there is a reputable organization sponsoring the site, write it below.

5. What is the site's purpose: to persuade, inform, or entertain? Does the site achieve its purpose?

PERSUADE

INFORM

ENTERTAIN

6. Is the information on the site objective or biased? The site should present several authoritative viewpoints on the subject and not just one person's opinion.

OBJECTIVE

BIASED


Explain your answer:

7. Does the site provide thorough coverage of the topic? Does it reference or link to other in-depth resources?

YES

NO
8. Is the information on the site well written? Are there misspellings or grammatical errors?

YES

NO

9. Does the site provide a Works Cited page or a bibliography? Can I verify that the resources the author consulted are reliable, thorough, and objective?

YES

NO
If you were able to answer at least half of the above nine questions, you can probably consider the website reliable.

