English I (Hours 4-7) 

Ms. Plumb, Room 151

453-3450 x151

Email: hplumb@stpiusxhs-kc.com
Website: www.quia.com/pages/spxplumb.html
Course Description:  This course focuses on all areas of communication: reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  You will explore various genres, time periods, and cultures through required and self-selected literature.  You will enhance your writing skills through vocabulary, grammar, MLA formatting, and journaling.  You will use prior knowledge and gain new knowledge in the areas of research, test taking, study skills, and organizational methods.  

Classroom Expectations: (posted in the classroom)

1. BE POLITE – Do not speak while someone else is speaking.

2. BE PATIENT – Raise your hand, rather than shout out, if you have something to contribute to the discussion.

3. BE ALERT – Come prepared to class EVERYDAY with proper books & materials. Follow directions the first time they are given. If you do not understand the directions, YOU need to ask!
4. EXPRESS YOURSELF RESPONSIBLY – You are highly encouraged to participate in class. The more you choose to participate, in whatever manner you feel comfortable, the more you will get out of this class. Participation will be counted as a grade during 2nd semester.

5. DO YOUR BEST – Grades are not given, they are earned. If you put in the time, you will get the grade your work/effort deserves.

6. RESPECT YOURSELF and OTHERS – 
a) Take pride in your work. All work should be turned in on CLEAN paper and in BLUE or BLACK INK. We will be writing everyday, so you must be prepared with the proper materials (PEN and PAPER).  If you come to class without a pen and cannot find a peer to borrow from, you may purchase a pen for $0.25. All formal papers will follow MLA format and SPX writing standards which may be found on my website or the school’s website.
b) Complete all assignments on time! If an assignment is not turned in by the end of the due day, it will receive a lower grade. 

c) If you have an excused absence other than a school activity, it is YOUR responsibility to get whatever work you missed. Please consult your monthly calendar, ask the teacher, or ask another classmate.

d) If you know you are going to miss class (school activities, doctor’s appointments, etc.), it is also YOUR responsibility to get the assignment(s) before you leave and have it/them completed by the due date.

e) For every day absent due to illness or other extenuating circumstances, you are given the number of days missed plus ONE additional day to turn in make-up work.

f) Making fun of another student, in any shape or form, is inexcusable!!! This includes being discourteous to another’s comments in class.

Classroom Management Procedures:
Chewing Gum – Warning during the month of August; remainder of the school year – a demerit

Tardy to Class (not in your seat when the bell rings) – no demerit, but participation points taken away (excessive tardiness will result in a demerit)

Excessive Talking (speaking when someone else is speaking, speaking off-topic when expected to be in a discussion) – demerit

Plagiarism [discussed in more detail on Writing/Research handout] – Zero on the assignment

Required Reading:


Elements of Literature rental textbook: Short stories (fiction), Odyssey (epic), Romeo & Juliet (drama)

Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston (non-fiction)

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck (fiction)

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee (fiction)

MLA Guide to Documentation booklet (research & writing)

Building Vocabulary Skills workbook (vocabulary)

Class Participation:  

1st Semester: 5 participation points every day for coming to class prepared and staying on task!  

2nd Semester: You must actually participate VERBALLY. This could be by asking a question, answering a question, volunteering to read, or participating in discussion. COME PREPARED EVERY DAY!!!

Reading: Many homework assignments consist of reading on your own. This is my expectation. If I find that you are not completing your reading homework, I will give quizzes the next class period. You must realize that in order to succeed you must READ! 

Outside Reading:  You will choose at least one school appropriate fiction piece (1st semester) and one non-fiction piece (2nd semester) to read.  You will then complete a project over the reading selection. You should bring the outside reading book to class EVERYDAY.  We will have silent reading time once a week, usually block days. If you finish your outside reading book please bring something else to read. If any extra time remains at the end of class, you will have the opportunity to read.

Writing: The assigned essays will cover three types of writing: narrative, descriptive, and expository (each will be defined later), plus some other short writes. Generally, the essays will be based on the reading and literature of the class. You will receive a rubric (scoring guide) based on the 6 Traits of Writing prior to writing the essay so you know what is expected of you.
Journals: Every class period will start off with an opening activity, often a journal, followed by prayer. The journal should begin with the Journal # and the Date. You need to be as specific as possible with your journals. This means the journal should be at least one paragraph (5 sentences) and should start out by restating the prompt or question on the board. The journal should include an example from “real life” so as to make the journal more relevant to you. Below are some possible ways of responding to journal prompts:
1. Rephrase or state the quote in your own words.

2. Explain or summarize the quote – what do you think it means?

3. Pose questions - why do you agree/disagree?

4. Offer an alternative view.

5. Note your first thoughts when you read the quote.

6. Describe a situation in which this quote relates to your life.

Assessment:
Daily Assignments, participation, tests, essays, & projects
75%


Final Exam






15%

Content Assessments: Final evaluation (or assessments) of learning for the end of each reading assignment, unit, or novel includes tests, essays, and/or projects. You are expected to keep track of reading and writing assignments in your school-issued planners/agendas.  I will also provide due dates on my website and handout monthly calendars. You will use a three-ring binder (called a portfolio) to keep track of all writing assignments and handouts. You are expected to have this binder in class everyday.  Binders may be collected for evaluation several times throughout each semester.

Zero Tolerance for No Learning: If you fail to turn in an assignment, it is expected that you complete that assignment in your 5th Hour Study Hall then turn it in to your 5th Hour teacher by the end of that hour. If you are unable to complete the assignment in 5th Hour, you are required to visit the Homework Center, after school or in the morning before school, even if that means being late for or missing an extracurricular practice.

Students with Special Needs & Those Needing/Wanting Extra Help: If you have been identified by the SPX Counseling Office as needing special accommodations or modifications, please plan to meet with me in the first few weeks of school to discuss your needs. I will try to make every effort to accommodate special needs, unless those accommodations challenge the integrity of the course material.

“Office Hours”:
EVERYDAY: 

2nd Hour (classroom) & sometimes 3rd Hour (library)

Mondays: 

7:15 AM – 7:45 AM; 2:45 PM - 4:30 PM

Tuesdays & Fridays: 
7:15 AM – 7:45 AM

Wednesdays: 

2:40 PM - 3:15 PM

Thursdays: 

7:15 AM – 8:15 AM
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