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To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee Vocabulary and Study Guide

English I – Plumb

CHAPTERS 1-3

Amiable

Assuaged

Indigenous 

Malevolent

Predilection

1. Who is the narrator of this novel?

2. How do we know that the narrator is an older person looking back to her youth?

3. What other information do we get in the first two paragraphs?

4. What is the setting of the novel?

5. What is the mood of Maycomb?

6. Describe Calpurnia.

7. What began the mystery of the Radley house?

8. What picture of Atticus, as a father, do we get in this chapter?

9. What do we learn about the Cunningham clan?

10. Who are the Ewells, and why are they allowed special privileges?

11. What compromise does Atticus make with Scout?

CHAPTERS 4-7

Abominable 

Arbitrated

Auspicious

Benevolence

Benign

Edification

Malignant

12. What game do the children make up in Chapter 4?

13. What information does Scout give us at the end of this chapter? Who do you suppose was inside the house and what did Scout hear?

14. The children view Arthur “Boo” Radley as a strange and frightening figure. How do Miss Maudie and Atticus view Arthur Radley?

15. Describe what the children were doing in the Radley yard and what they saw that made them run away.

16. Why is it important to Jem that he goes back and gets his pants before morning?

17. What might account for Jem’s change of heart (now that he regrets what they did)?

18. Jem has been acting odd since he went to get his pants that night. What surprised him that night?

19. Who do you suppose was responsible for the gifts in the knothole and Jem’s pants? Why does he do this?

20. Why is Jem so upset that the knothole is plugged?

21. Why is Jem crying at the end of this chapter?

CHAPTERS 8-11

Devoid

Invective

Obstreperous 

Rudiments

Umbrage

22. Who put the blanket around Scout’s shoulders and how did the person know she was cold?

23. Why does Atticus think that he can’t win Tom Robinson’s case?

24. Who calls Scout a coward; why does she walk away?

25. Why is Atticus worried about Scout learning to “keep her head” in the next few months?

26. In the last sentence of Chapter 9, what does Scout mean?

27. Why is it a sin to kill a mockingbird?

28. Why are the children a little disappointed and a little ashamed when they compare Atticus to other fathers?

29. What does Atticus do that surprises the children and make them feel proud?

30. Why does Jem say they should not tell anyone at school about the incident?

31. Describe Mrs. Dubose.

32. Why does Jem knock the top off her flowers?

33. What does Atticus mean when he says, “The one thing that doesn’t abide by majority rule is a man’s conscience”?

34. What is Jem’s punishment for knocking the top off Mrs. Dubose’s flowers? Why is the time period extended each day?

35. What does Atticus say real courage is?

CHAPTERS 12-14

Altercation

Contentious

Elusive

Infallible

Rankling

36. What does Scout mean when she says of Calpurnia, “Again I thought her voice strange: she was talking like the rest of them.”

37. The mature narrator (Scout) seems to be upset by the way both the African-American and white churches regard women. What is it specifically that upsets her about what the churches teach?

38. What is “linin’” and why is it done?

39. How does Aunt Alexandra treat Calpurnia?

40. Why does Aunt Alexandra come to visit?

41. How does Atticus explain rape to Scout?

42. What does Jem tell Scout she should do when dealing with Aunt Alexandra and how does she react to his suggestion?

43. Why does Dill say he ran away from home?

44. What does Jem do that shocks Dill and Scout?

CHAPTERS 15-16

Affluent 

Elucidate

Futility 

Placid 

Subpoena

45. What was the mood in Maycomb as the trial approached; what was Jem worried about?

46. Why does Jem think that something is wrong when Atticus leaves?

47. Why do the townsmen go to the jail?

48. How does Scout stop them?

49. What does Atticus say about mobs and men over the breakfast table?

50. What is significant about Mr. Dolphus Raymond?

CHAPTERS 17-21

Acrimonious

Brash

Cynical 

Exodus

Strenuous

Temerity 

51. Who is the first person to take the stand and testify?

52. What does Atticus spend most of his time asking Mr. Tate?

53. Where does the Ewell family live, and what does this say about their social position in Maycomb county?

CHAPTERS 17-21 (continued)
54. How does Mr. Ewell act when he first takes the stand, and how does Judge Taylor react to him?

55. What is Mr. Ewell’s version of what happened?

56. Why does Atticus want Mr. Ewell to write his name?

57. What is Mayella’s version of what happened?

58. Why does Mayella think that Atticus is mocking her?

59. What is Atticus’ strategy in questioning Mayella?

60. What is wrong with Tom Robinson’s arm?

61. What question is the key to Tom’s defense?

62. What did Mayella do to get the other children out of the house?

63. What did Tom’s running away from the Ewell house suggest? What else could he have done?

64. Why does Dill begin to cry?

65. What is Tom actually guilty of?

66. Why does Dolphus Raymond drink Coca-Cola and pretend it is liquor?

67. How does Dolphus Raymond explain Dill’s crying?

68. How is Atticus’ closing statement in defense of Tom Robinson also an attack upon racism?

69. Why is Jem so certain that Tom will be acquitted?

70. What does Reverend Sykes say about his experiences in court?

CHAPTERS 22-26

Allegedly

Brevity

Commutes

Furtive

Sordid

Squalid

71. What does Atticus mean when he says, it “seems that only children weep”?

72. Why do the African-American folks in town bring food to Atticus and how does Atticus react?

73. What does Miss Maudie mean when she says, “…we’re making a step—it’s just a baby-step, but it’s a step”?

74. How does Jem use a metaphor of a cocoon to describe himself?

75. How does Atticus take the threat that Bob Ewell makes?

76. If Tom is found guilty on appeal, what will his punishment be? Why?

77. Atticus says, “…it’s all adding up and one of these days we’re going to pay the bill for it.” What is he referring to?

78. At the end of Chapter 23, what conclusion does Jem draw about Boo? What led him to this conclusion?

79. What are some of the popular opinions among the missionary circle concerning blacks?

80. Why does Aunt Alexandra thank Miss Maudie with her eyes?

CHAPTERS 22-26 (continued)
81. Who are the Mrunas? What is ironic about the concern the ladies of the Missionary Society have for the living condition of the Mrunas?

82. Why did Tom run for the fence?

83. Why does Scout say that Jem is getting more like a girl?

84. To what did Mr. Underwood’s editorial compare Tom’s conviction and death?

85. What remark does Mr. Ewell make on hearing of Tom’s death and what seems to be the significance of the remark?

86. How does Scout feel about the way they once treated Boo Radley?

87. What do the children talk about in current events?

88. Why is Scout surprised that her teacher hates Hitler?

89. Why does Jem react so violently when Scout asks him this question?

CHAPTERS 27-31

Notoriety

Reprimand

Rustic

Turmoil 

Vicinity

90. What are some of the things Bob Ewell starts doing?

91. What is different about Halloween this year? Why?

92. What is Scout’s role in the pageant; of what is her costume made?

93. What is the night of the pageant like?

94. How does Scout feel about Jem in this chapter? What does she say about him?

95. On the walk home, how does Scout’s costume turn out to be a lifesaver? What happens by the tree?

96. Who do you suppose the villain is? Who would you guess the hero to be?

97. What does Heck Tate find under the tree?

98. How does Scout describe Boo?

99. Who does Atticus think killed Bob Ewell? Why doesn’t he want it covered up?

100. Who really did stab Bob Ewell, and why did Heck decide not to tell anyone of this?

CHAPTERS 27-31 (continued)
101. What does Scout compare Boo’s exposure to?

102. What are some of the words that Scout uses in Chapter 31 to describe Boo Radley?

103. What is going through her mind as she stands on the Radley’s front porch?

104. What is Atticus’ final statement about people?
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