Saint Bridget’s School

Class Policies and Procedures 2008 - 2009

Language Arts 8

Mrs. Zalewski

hzalewski@saintbridget.org
Objective:  Students will become more accomplished writers, speakers, and readers. 

                   Students will utilize the English language more proficiently and will 

                    recognize its use as an important tool for communication.

Overview:  The following areas will be examined throughout the year:

· Improving basic grammar and usage skills

· Building vocabulary skills

· The writing process (includes a research paper, essays,

poetry, articles, and letters -- writing portfolios will be utilized)

· Reading various literary selections and building comprehension skills

· Analyzing literary elements

· Oral interpretation

Themes:      The following themes will be discussed and analyzed:

· Friendship

· Cultural/ethnic diversity

· The strange and mysterious

· Nature

· Courage

· Heroes

· Struggles

· Humor

Texts:           Elements of Literature
                     Voyages in English

                     Vocabulary Workshop
                     Selected class novels
                     Novels for independent weekly reading 
Materials:    

· Agenda

· 3 ring binder

· loose-leaf paper

· tab dividers

· highlighters (two different colors)

· black/blue/red pens

· flash drive (for research paper and projects)

· index cards                                                                {please turn over}
· accordion file folder (cardboard, 8 ½ X 11 inches)  

Grading:

· Tests/Projects = 50%

· Quizzes/Reading = 40%

· Homework/Participation = 10% 

Reading:      Students will be responsible to read at least 100 minutes per week.  This is 

                     equivalent to approximately 20 minutes per day for a total of five (5) days                       

                     per week.  Parents will sign their child’s reading log on a weekly basis.

                     Each completed novel will culminate in a completed story map and will be 

         included in his/her quiz grade average.  In addition, two independent novels                                                  

         will culminate in a creative project/assignment.

Late Assignments:

                     All assignments are expected to be turned in on time.  Each day that an

                     assignment is late, the final grade will be lowered by five (5) points.  It

                      is very important that students take responsibility for their assignments.

Absences:

                     If you are absent from school, please see me regarding missed assignments.

                     Also, please check the class folder for any incomplete assignments.

I must uphold my ideals, for perhaps the time will come when I shall be able to carry them out.  --  Anne Frank

*Please read and sign the syllabus.  Return the signed syllabus to your Language Arts teacher.

Student’s Name:_________________________________(Print)

Student’s Signature:_______________________________

Parent’s Signature:________________________________
