Project ideas by topic



French (7)

Art/Folklore/Literature/Music/Dance
a)Present a famous author/poet. Be ready to read us a sample or two.

b) Make a picture book of important paintings/pieces of art. These should be from a variety of artists and movements.

c) Study the works of art of an artist from the French-speaking world, and then create your own work of art by emulating his/her style. You should be able to show at least one example of the artist’s work along with your own creation.

d) Put together a collection of poetry from your place; use different poets and eras. Explain why you chose these works, and why they are important examples of the literature of your place.

e) Check out the websites of local museums and watch the newspaper for exhibitions of art from the French-speaking world. Visit and share with us the details. What was it? Where was it? What did you think? 

f) Read a novel or play that is based in a place from the French-speaking world. How does the novel or play present that place? What does it say about the culture? What impressions do you have?

g) Go to a library and check out a CD of music from a French-speaking place, or find some music to listen to on-line. Discuss the following: Who is the artist? Why is he/she important or popular? What did you think of the music? Did you like it? Why or why not?

h) Get on-line and see what kind of music and artists are most popular in your place right now. Look into any artists that you’ve never heard of. Comment on how much of the popular music is from your place, and how much of it is foreign. Are the most popular bands American? Are there American bands on the current hit list from your place? Give your opinions, and try to bring a sample. Also, be prepared to tell us where you found the music.

i) Present an important musical figure from your place.

j) Describe a type of music that is specifically from your place and explain its influence on global music.

k) Research and report on a type of dance that is native to your place. A DVD clip and/or photos would be swell...even better: do the dance in class...best yet: teach us the dance and we all do it!

l) Read a folktale to the class. Be prepared to give us some background information about it.

Movies/Sports/Fashion/Games

a) View a film made in or about the French-speaking world. You may do this by renting a DVD or, if you’re lucky, by going to the cinema or watching it on-line. Discuss the film, its plot, your opinion, and how it portrays your place. 

Warning: you need parental permission to view a film that is rated R.  Please be school appropriate in what you present.
Tip: the public library is always a great place to find foreign film DVDs, even obscure ones!

b) Explain a sport that is native to a French-speaking place. What are its roots? Is it played around the world? Did it influence any other sports?

c) Report on the most popular sports and/or teams from a place. Pictures and/or footage would be appreciated.

c) Present an important sports figure. You may do this as a report, as a mock newspaper article, as an imaginary interview, or as a series of at least five diary entries. Be as creative as you like.

d) Dress up as a fan of a sport or team from a French-speaking place. Come in crazed and tell us why your team is the best ever.

e) Teach the class how to play a game from the French-speaking world. Oh yes, we will play it...as long as it does not involve swords or rifles.

f) Choose a famous fashion designer and report on him/her in either the third or first person.

g) Using traditional or modern clothing as inspiration, design some of your own clothes. They may be just sketches or actual clothes that you make. Be prepared to explain the influence of your place on your designs.

h) Dress up a doll or yourself in traditional dress. Explain what you are/the doll is wearing

History/Politics/Geography/Current Events

a) Research and write about an important historical event that took place.

b) Research an historical figure and then come in dressed up as the figure and talk about your life and accomplishments.

c) Research an historical figure from a French-speaking place and write either a collection of journal entries, an important letter, or an “autobiographical” sketch as if you were that historical figure.

d) List the political parties and what each one stands for.
e) Explain the system of government in a French-speaking place

f) Compare and contrast the government of a French-speaking place with that of the US. What are some pros and cons for each system?

g) Find and follow a current event in your place. Collect articles, and write up a synopsis of what is happening. Watch the news! You’d be surprised how often some of these places are featured in world events!
h) Talk about  how the geography of a place influences the lives of its people.

Daily Life (education, dress, food, religion, travel, holidays, traditions, misc.)
a) Present the most popular religions, and talk about the role that they play in society and/or government of French-speaking places.

b) How is a religion practiced differently than it is here? Is it different at all? An example topic: Compare/contrast Judaism in America with Judaism in a foreign country. 

d) Write up a calendar of holidays celebrated in your place, and explain any holidays that are celebrated only there.

e) Choose one important holiday and celebrate it in class. What is its history? When is it celebrated? How is it celebrated? Customs? Interesting folklore associated with it? A booklet with photos and/or recipes for the holiday would be a nice addition.

f) Compare and/or contrast the education system in a French-speaking place with that of the US. How is school different for you? Is there a difference in what subjects are studied between one place and another
g) What sort of healthcare do they have in a French-speaking country? Do they have universal healthcare? How readily available is healthcare? Are there any epidemics or threats to report? Infant mortality rate? Is their medicine socialized? What are some major health concerns? 

h) Choose a French-speaking country and talk about how “green” it is. What steps are they taking to become more environmentally sensitive?
i) Make a travel brochure of a French-speaking country, region, or city. Include photos.

j) Present a trip that you have actually taken to a French-speaking country, or present an imaginary trip that you took. If you choose to present an imaginary trip, make sure that you do research so that you present factual information about the place you “visited”. Real or imaginary, include photos. If you took a real trip, bring in any keepsakes that you might have like brochures, postcards, tickets from the metro, train, or buses. You may do this in Power Point or on a poster board/brochure type of format.

k) Plan a trip to a French-speaking country...and I mean, really plan it. Go on-line and pick a flight (don’t book it), hotels, sights to see. Make an itinerary and budget. See how much it would cost. Use an on-line Euro to Dollar converter for prices, or better yet, check the current exchange rate and calculate it yourself.
l)  Prepare a traditional dish from a French-speaking place. Be prepared to tell us when/how it is normally enjoyed, and to turn in the recipe. Remember to bring in everything that you need to serve the food item to the class.

m) Go to a restaurant serving the cuisine of a French-speaking place. Have a meal and present a restaurant review. See if you can bring in a take-out menu, and then tell us what you had, how the food was, how the service was, if you liked the décor, etc.

n) Do a collection of at least ten recipes. Say how they are traditional, and why you chose them. Specify if they are associated with specific meals or holidays. Be prepared to talk about them, about what you learned, and what sounds good/bad.

o) Do a cooking show! Have someone make a video of you hosting your own cooking show where you prepare a dish. 

p) Plan, prepare, and serve an entire meal to family or friends. Present all of your recipes, some photos of the food you made, and tell us what you and the people you served thought of the food.

q) Do a virtual visit to at least three actual restaurants in a French-speaking country (if they have English menus on their website, which many do). Look at the menus. How are the prices? How are the meals set up differently? Provide the names, locations, and URLs for the restaurants.

r) Interview a native of a French-speaking country. Tape it or tell us all about it. 

s) Imagine that you are a teenager living in your place. Write up at least a week’s worth of journal entries. In them, tell us about your daily life (school, family, dress, customs, religion).

t) Research and report on women’s rights in your place. What is the woman’s role in society? Is she given equal treatment before the law? 

u) Research and report on your place’s reputation for upholding human rights. Are there any violations? Are all people treated equally? What sort of reputation does your place have on the global stage? Are racial, ethnic, and religious minorities treated equally? How does the government of your place promote or deny human rights and equality amongst its citizens?

Have fun with these projects! Do what interests YOU!

