Incorporate Four Essential LD Teaching Principles
One of the most important ways you can maximize the learning potential of students with LD and/or ADD/ADHD is to adopt four teaching principles that have proven to be very effective in meeting their needs.  These principles work because they successfully capitalize on strengths while addressing core deficits.  How well you incorporate these principles into your regular classroom routines can determine the success or failure of students with learning disabilities and/or attention deficit disorders.  The four teaching principles, explained in-depth on the following pages are:

I. Multi-Sensory Teaching

                                                                  II. Structured Teaching     

                                                                  III. Spiral Teaching  

                                                                  IV. Explicit Teaching

I.  Multi-Sensory Teaching
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Multi-sensory teaching and learning techniques integrate different learning pathways—visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and tactile—as simultaneously as possible.  This approach not only takes advantage of all learning modalities, but also makes it possible for an individual to use one modality to bolster weaknesses in another.

II. Structured Teaching
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[image: image4.wmf]Structured teaching breaks learning down into small segments and presents new skills and information in a carefully paced, logical and cumulative manner.  Structured teaching also implies clearly defined learning goals, expectations, and classroom routines. This structured approach helps students with memory, organizational, and attention problems maximize their learning potential. 
III. Spiral Teaching

Spiral teaching introduces new material in small segments and then goes back to review previously learned material or skills – learning moves forward and spirals back to review before moving forward again.  This cycle of learning and reviewing helps students compensate for weaknesses in short-term memory and increases comprehension by continually incorporating new learning with old.

IV. Explicit Teaching

Explicit teaching helps students understand exactly what is expected of them by providing models and demonstrations of whatever procedures or products they are to undertake or produce.
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Making everything “Crystal Clear”
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