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Sixth grade students meet for daily fifty minute classes.  During the first semester we will be studying Language Arts Enrichment on Tuesday and Thursday.  French classes will meet on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday during the second semester.

SIXTH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS ENRICHMENT
The purpose of this class is to deepen knowledge of the structure of our language and to promote proper usage.  Understanding of the different parts of speech will be promoted during class periods through group instruction with examples, and through written exercises.  Homework assignments will reinforce this understanding.  My goal is to witness mastery of grammatical points by the students, and to help each of the students to incorporate his or her new knowledge into more correct speech and writing.
Students will be expected to take notes in class as new material is presented to them with explanation and examples.  (An LAE notebook is required).  Oral and written exercises will provide practice.  Our language series, Voyages in English:  Loyola Press, uses an informative, content-based series of exercises to reinforce the material and to help students master concepts.  Assignments from the text, the workbook, and/or supplemen- tary worksheets will be given at the end of most class periods.  When there is no written work assigned, the students will be expected to study for a quiz or test instead.  

I would like to stress the importance of completing all homework assignments.  It is not possible to do one’s best learning if the prescription given by the teacher is not followed.  Incomplete or missing assignments will result in a deduction of 1/2 point from the quarterly average unless a satisfactory note of explanation is provided.
Numerical grades will be assigned on all quizzes and tests, and they will be used on progress reports.  Most tests will carry three times the weight of a quiz.  A written evaluation can be expected approximately once every third class.  Tests with grades below 85 (B-) must be signed by a parent and returned promptly.  At the end of each quarter, the numerical average for this class will be 25% of the report card grade in Language Arts; Mrs. Dingus’s work will comprise the other 75%.  A semester exam, given during the Spanish/LAE time slot, will be averaged with the Language Arts grade in the same manner.  

Sixth grade students should benefit, in both speech and writing, from this opportunity for intense instruction in the mechanics of their language.  Grammar study can be fun!    

SIXTH GRADE FRENCH

In sixth grade French classes we will continue to develop the four basic skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  We will pursue our studies in the fifth and sixth grade text French Is Fun (Amsco Publications).  The students will be able to keep this book at the end of the academic year.  The text will be supplemented by a variety of audio-visual materials.

At the sixth grade level, students receive homework assignments at the end of each class period in order to reinforce the material taught that day.  Both written practice and silent study time are essential to learn a new language.  All written homework is corrected during class time and there is ample opportunity for questions to be answered.  Students correct their own work and are not penalized for errors.  Failure to complete an assignment is a significant offense, as it interferes with the learning process and contributes to the development of poor study habits.  There will be a deduction of 1/2 point from the quarterly average for a missing or incomplete assignment that is not  explained by a parent’s note indicating difficult circumstances.
A written evaluation in the form of a graded homework assignment, quiz, and/or test will be given approximately once every third class.  The quizzes and tests will follow announced study assignments of vocabulary, verbs, or grammatical structures.  Any test with a grade below “B-” will be sent home for parental review and signature, and it must be returned promptly.  A complete file of written and graded work will be kept for each student and will be available for study upon request by a parent, or by a student for exam preparation.  Other sources of assessment include strength of class participation, cooperation in following rules and regulations, and quality of dialogue presentations.  Letter grades will be used on written evaluations, progress reports, and report cards.
I truly look forward to working with the students in French throughout the second semester.  The study of modern languages continues to assume greater priority in our shrinking world.  I hope that you will be interested in our program, that you will follow and encourage your daughter’s or son’s progress, and that you will feel free to express any and all pertinent concerns to me.  Merci beaucoup.
