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American Literature and Composition Honors (2013-2014)

[bookmark: _GoBack]COURSE DESCRIPTION: This accelerated survey course in American literature focuses on major authors and trends.  Students analyze significant short stories and poetry, and examine novels such as The Scarlet Letter, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The Great Gatsby, and The Things They Carried.  Writing assignments include literary analysis, essays, poetry, and a research paper [teaching appropriate MLA documentation].  Students deliver speeches during a second semester unit and continue vocabulary study throughout the year (Saint Viator High School Curriculum Guide). 

REQUIRED MATERIALS:
· READING/WRITING
· Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer (Summer Reading)
· Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (Summer Reading)
· American Literature, Holt McDougal Literature
· The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
· Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
· The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
· The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien
· MATERIALS TO BRING TO CLASS ON A DAILY BASIS
· iPad with all books and apps necessary for class already downloaded and prepared for use
· Spiral notebook or loose leaf paper
· Folder or binder or other paper organizer
· Pens (red, and blue or black), #2 pencils, highlighter
· USB drive


COURSE OBJECTIVES/STUDENT OUTCOMES:
The student will:
(in literature)
· analyze and understand major movements in American literature: Puritanism, Classicism, Romanticism/Transcendentalism, Realism, Naturalism, and Modernism.
· analyze and evaluate representative literary works from the American tradition.
· identify and distinguish distinctive characteristics of several genres in American literature, such as the essay, short story, novel, drama, and poetry.
· recognize and evaluate the distinctive styles of several major American authors.
· explain the effects of mood, tone, irony, and other rhetorical devices on a literary work. 
· compare thematic relationships between works written at different periods in American literature.
· analyze and evaluate the moral choices made by characters in American literature.
· analyze and evaluate the figurative language used in literary works. 
(in composition)
· review the multi-paragraph essay and write essays of literary analysis.
· review the skills required for a research paper and complete several research projects.
· produce creative writing in poetry and fiction.
· work in writing groups to develop, write, evaluate, and revise one’s own work and the work of other students.
(in public speaking)
· learn techniques that increase confidence in front of an audience.
· identify and use the elements of effective speaking.
· prepare and present speeches of information and persuasion.
(in vocabulary)
· learn to use aids in the dictionary.
· master specific word use in the literary works read in class.

COURSE OUTLINE:
I.  Puritanism
A.  Jonathan Edwards
B.  Anne Bradstreet
C.  The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
II. Classicism
A.  Ben Franklin
B.  Thomas Paine
C.  Olaudah Equiano
D.  Phillis Wheatley
III. Romanticism
A.  Ralph Waldo Emerson
B.  Henry David Thoreau
C.  Edgar Allan Poe
D.  Emily Dickinson
E.  Walt Whitman
F.  Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
IV. Local Color
A.  Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
B.  Ambrose Bierce
V.  Realism
A.  Kate Chopin
B.  Charlotte Perkins Gilman
VI. Modernism
A.  The Great Gatsby and “Winter Dreams” by F. Scott Fitzgerald
B.  Ernest Hemingway
VII. Contemporaries
A.  The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien
VIII. Communication
A.  Fallacies
i. Rhetorical
ii. Logical
 	B.  Rhetoric
C.  Impromptu Speech
D.  Demonstrative Speech
E.  Persuasive Speech

