Mrs. Jennifer Kottra
jkottra@saintviator.com
Free Periods: 3rd, 4th, and by appointment
Writing Lab: 7th period

ENGLISH 9 (2011 – 2012)

Course Description: 
English 9 explores literature as students learn to apply the principles of analysis to the genres of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama.  The course emphasizes basic skills of composition, grammar and usage, and vocabulary development.


Required Materials: 
· READING / WRITING
· Sleeping freshmen never lie by David Lubar (summer reading)
· Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson (summer reading)
· McDougal Littell Literature
· Our America by LeAlan Jones and Lloyd Newman with David Isay
· Romeo and Juliet, A Parallel Text – Perfection Learning Co, 2005
· MATERIALS TO BRING TO CLASS ON A DAILY BASIS
· Text we are studying
· Saint Viator High School Agenda
· Spiral notebook or 3 ring binder with loose leaf paper
· Pens (red and blue or black), #2 pencils, and highlighter
· USB drive

Course Objectives/ Student Outcomes: 
· THE STUDENT WILL
· become familiar with the various genres of literature: fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama.
· learn how a short story is developed through characterization, plot, setting, point of view, and theme.
· identify literary techniques such as irony, symbolism, foreshadowing, imagery, allusion, etc.
· write well-developed paragraphs and essays composed of topic and concluding sentences, transitions, and proper sentence structure.
· use a variety of organizational patterns including chronological order, order of importance, and compare and contrast.
· expand vocabulary skills.
· review grammar and usage.
· relate ideas and experiences of literature to one’s life.

Course Expectations:
· COURSE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
· In order to maintain an atmosphere conducive to learning, students are expected to respect one another and the teacher.
· Regular attendance is expected.  Students will be considered tardy if they are not seated in their assigned seat when the bell rings.  
· Students should not make appointments with their counselor during class, nor arrive to class late from the counselor’s office when an assignment is due in class.
· Academic honesty is expected and strictly enforced.  Students will submit all writing papers to www.turnitin.com.  Academic dishonesty will immediately be brought to the attention of the Dean, and all parties involved will receive appropriate consequences as outlined in the Saint Viator High School student handbook.
· Students are expected to participate actively and appropriately in class discussions.  A student’s ability to respond and contribute to class discussions is an indicator of his or her performance as a whole.  Therefore, coming to class unprepared is unacceptable and will not be tolerated; students are expected to be up to date with all reading assignments and bring the relevant text and handouts with them to class.
· Participation will be graded on a daily point system.  Each student will automatically receive two points every class, per semester, but it is up to the student to keep them.  One point earned is for appropriate behavior in the classroom and the second point earned is for active participation in the class.  Participation points will be added to the student’s grade at the end of each semester.
· GRADING
· Grading is based strictly on a point system and will be comprised of the following categories: Homework, Quizzes, Tests, Writing, Participation, and Projects.  The official grading standard of the school, as stated in the Saint Viator student handbook, is as follows: 93-100 = Excellent / 85-92 = Above Average / 77-84 = Average / 70-76 = Below Average / Below 70 = Failing.
· The date and content of every test and most quizzes will be announced in advance.  
· Make-up quizzes and tests must be taken outside of regular class time in the test make-up center located on the 3rd floor.  It is the student’s responsibility to make the necessary arrangements to complete missing work upon his or her return to school.  
· Students who are excused absent are allowed two school days for each day missed to make up any missed work.  Students who are not excused absent are never allowed to turn in any missed work. 
· The English Department’s Late Work Policy is as follows:  If you are in the building on the day an assignment is due, you must turn it into your teacher by the start of class, regardless of whether you attend class or not.
· Late work will be scored according to the following scale: 
· Up to 24 hours late = 25 % deduction
· Over 24 hours late (2 days) = 50% deduction
· More than 2 days late = no credit
· ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION
· Students may communicate with the teacher regarding school-related matters only through Saint Viator High School approved or Saint Viator hosted electronic accounts.  
· Whenever a student emails the teacher, his or her parents will be automatically copied on the teacher’s reply email.   
· Electronic communication between teacher and student will occur during normal school hours: 7:30am -3:30pm.  Therefore, please check the teacher’s Quia Page for the most up-to-date class assignments outside of school hours.  

Course Outline:
A. Summer Reading: Sleeping freshmen never lie and Speak
B. Short Story Unit
	1. structure of the short story
	2. literary elements
	3. analyses
	4. 5 Paragraph Essay
C. Epic Poem: The Odyssey by Homer
	1. Homer’s life
	2. conventions of an epic
	3. traits of the epic hero
	4. major themes
D. Non-Fiction
	1. Our America
	2. analyses 
E. Poetry
	1. types of poetry
	2. literary elements
	3. poetry writing
	4. analyses
F. Drama: The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare
	1. life of William Shakespeare
	2. Elizabethan Era
	3. dramatic structure 
	4. drama conventions – aside, soliloquy, pun, etc.
	5. analyses
[bookmark: _GoBack]G. Grammar and Composition
	1. reviews of grammar, usage, and mechanics
	2. constructing a thesis with an essay map
	3. supporting sentences citing specific details, reasons, or examples
	4. constructing conclusions that give a sense of completion
	5. basic organizational patterns for paragraphs
	6. revising and editing skills
H. Vocabulary


