Left To Tell: Discovering God Amidst the Rwandan Holocaust
By Immaculee Ilibagiza

Immaculee Ilibagiza was 22 years old when the Rwandan genocide began.  As ethnic Tutsis, the Ilibagiza family was targeted for extermination by the Hutus. Immaculee was able to survive the genocide by hiding in a tiny bathroom of a Hutu minister, along with seven other women, for 91 days. This book is her first-hand account of this experience. However, its main focus is upon her faith in God throughout the ordeal and her ultimate decision to forgive those who perpetrated the outrage. This book will appeal to those who are especially interested in this central spiritual question: How does one reconcile human depravity and cruelty with an unquenchable hope in a loving God?

An Ordinary Man: An Autobiography
By Paul Rusesabagina

This is the autobiographical account of how one “ordinary” man accomplished something quite extraordinary. The movie Hotel Rwanda is based on Rusesabagina’s  account of how during the Rwandan genocide he harbored more than 1,200 Tutsis in the luxury hotel that he managed. By doing so, he most certainly prevented their systematic slaughter by the Hutus. Unlike Ilibagiza, however, Rusesabagina did not experience a closer relationship with God during the horrors of the genocide. Rather, as he writes in his book, “I felt that God left me on my own during the genocide. . . .Was God hiding from us during the killing?”

Over a Thousand Hills I Walk With You
By Hanna Jansen 

Hanna Jansen, the book’s author, is the adoptive mother of Jeanne d’Arc Umubyeyi, whose story is retold in this account. Jeanne’s parents and siblings were killed during the Rwandan genocide. Jeanne was relocated to Germany in 1996, where she was adopted by the Jansens. This book provides a vivid description of life in Rwanda before the genocide, with less emphasis upon the atrocities and suffering that came later. It also deals with what happened in Rwanda immediately after the genocide, with its descriptions of relocation camps and the refugees who populated them.
