English IV-CP:  Mrs. Janet Gubser     

gubserj@cces.org
Class Website:  www.quia.com/pages/cceseng4.html
Keep this handout in the front of your notebook as it contains much information that will be important to your success in this class.



Course Overview:  For your final year of English we will be studying literature written in the 20th and early 21st centuries.  We will be covering plays, poems, short stories, essays, and novels written by a variety of authors from around the globe.  Since reading is only a part of the study of literature, you can expect to do some oral presentations (including memorization), as well as quite a lot of writing about both literature and more personal subjects.  Before we end this year, you will also have had additional work in increasing your vocabulary and honing your grammar skills.



Supplies:

The Bedford Anthology of World Literature (book 6)
blue/black ink pens

Scholastic Aptitude Vocabulary



loose leaf white notebook paper 

Hamlet by William Shakespeare



2-3” binder for English only

The Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks

Summer reading Notebook

The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien

The Plague by Albert Camus

Waiting for Snow in Havana by Carlos Eire



  Course Goals:

1.
Literary Analysis, Comprehension, and Appreciation: we will read and discuss many works of literature this year.  As we talk and write, you will learn to think critically about what you are reading.  Additionally, you should gain a deeper understanding of what the authors are trying to express, both on a surface level and on a deeper spiritual or symbolic level, as well as be able to make some determinations about why an author chose to write a particular work and what led him/her to make certain choices as to content and style.

2.
Writing: we will do many essays about what we are reading and about personal feelings and experiences.  The quality and focus of this year’s work will advance to a level that will prepare you for college level writing.  You will learn to look critically at your own work for areas in which you can improve and to make those improvements in your work.  You will also learn how to handle the types of assignments that you will be likely see in college courses.

3.
Vocabulary: you will increase your vocabulary with writing and quizzes on SAT recommended words and words from our readings.

4.
Historical/Cultural Awareness: we will be looking at one of the most important centuries in history and how the peoples from various cultures reacted to the many social, cultural, and political movements that developed.  You will learn to be more aware of how literature reflects the time and culture in which it was written.

5.
Personal Responsibility and Time Management:  this year you will be expected to demonstrate the academic maturity of a student intent on a college career.  You will be expected to pay attention to the syllabus and turn work in on time, without excessive reminders.  There will be many long-term assignments, as well as unannounced quizzes to help you learn to prioritize work for this class.  

General Policies:
Grading:  Grades will be determined as follows:



20%
Semester Exam



35%
Writing Assignments and Homework



30%
Tests and Quizzes



10%
Vocabulary Quizzes



 5%
Class Participation
You will be given the equivalent of 1 point per day for class participation (100 points per semester/50 points at each mid-term).  If you come to class unprepared, if you bring work for other classes, if you do not take notes or otherwise participate in the work of the class, or if you fail to maintain the behavior expected of a young adult in a serious academic environment, I will deduct from your points.  This is NOT extra credit; it is part of your grade and will count just the same as tests, homework, and quizzes.  

 I will, if necessary, deduct points from every grade if I must and it is possible that I could deduct more than one point per day.  

I will post grades to NetClassroom every other week.  It is up to you and your parents to stay abreast of your progress in English

Class Files:  On the bookshelf, at the right hand side of the room, there will be a file crate labeled “Seniors.” At the front of the file crate, there will be a hanging file with an orange file folder in it.  In this folder you will find any extra copies of handouts.  Additionally, each student will have a file in this crate; when graded papers are handed back to you, you will file them.  This will ensure that you and I can double check any questionable grades.

Personal Journal:  All students should have a personal journal from last year.  If you do not have one, you will need to purchase a spiral notebook that is smaller than the standard 8 ½ X 11 size and put your name on the front of it.   You will be asked to write in this journal about your life, your thoughts, and your feelings.  The entries in this journal will form the basis of the Memory Book project which will be a major grade for the final quarter. I will periodically check the journals myself for completion.  These checks will be random and unannounced.



Course Expectations:
Homework:  You need to plan on having 30 minutes-1 hour of work every night for this class; reading (not just writing) is homework.  Planning for long term assignments is crucial;  the amount of time stated is necessary to complete long term projects acceptably.

Work to be submitted:

* all work is to be written legibly in blue or black ink or it will not be accepted.  

* papers torn from spiral notebooks will not be accepted and will get a zero.

* all work is to have the proper heading on it, on the top left hand corner of the page:


Name


Teacher name

Class-period

Date

* unless otherwise specified, all essays must be typed

* all formal work will be formatted according to the guidelines in the CCES writer’s guide 

The Syllabus/Website: It is your responsibility to check the syllabus and website daily.  A new syllabus will be posted on the website: www.quia.com/pages/cceseng4.html at the beginning of each month.  (There will also be copy of the same syllabus hanging on the bulletin board outside my classroom.)  This syllabus will advise you of assignments and due dates.   You will be expected to keep up with the work on the syllabus, even if we fall behind in class.  It is not my responsibility to remind you of what is on the syllabus.

At the bottom of the website, you will find a link to “Class Notes”; this link will take you to an informal daily journal of what happened in class, including information about assignments, handouts, homework, and expectations.  

(If you are absent, it is up to YOU to check the website to find out what you need to do to be current with your work.  

(Test reviews will rarely take place in class, except before the semester exams.  A review sheet 
will be available on the class web-site no less than 2 days before a regular test.  This study guide will list works, format, and other general information, but you are to rely on your notes and class work to study for the tests.   

	Late Work :

(Please note:  If you are in school for any part of a day when something is due in class, your deadline will not change and you will be subject to late penalties.

Homework:  I will not take homework late unless you are (excused) absent for the entire day.  If you are absent, the work is due the next day you are in class.

Tests/quizzes:  If you miss a test or quiz, you should make it up the next day that you are in class and you should expect to take a make-up version of the test/quiz if you are taking it late. All tests and quizzes must be made up within one week of the day on which the rest of the class originally took the test/quiz or they may not be made up at all. This includes vocabulary quizzes.

(Make-up tests and quizzes will not be given during class time; they must be done during MY free period or after school.

Other assignments:  On major assignments (anything that you have had 5 or more days to complete) you will be allowed a 1 day grace period (unless otherwise specified); after that day, the penalty will be 30%.  After 5 days the penalty will be 50% and after 7 the assignment will not be accepted and will receive a zero.  Please note that Saturday and Sunday are counted "days" and anything due on Friday must be to me on Sunday to earn credit.  If there should be a glitch in the email system that results in me not getting your work, you will still be held accountable.

Example:  100 point assignment due on Tuesday




Turned in Wednesday – no penalty




Turned in Thursday thru Sunday – maximum grade will be 70




Turned in Monday or Tuesday – maximum grade will be 50




A zero will be recorded after Tuesday.

 ***  If you should happen to be seriously ill and miss several days of school, you will need to contact me to set up an appropriate schedule for making up the work; your advisor should also be notified of your make-up work schedule.  Randomly turning in work will not be acceptable.




Special Note: Cell phones, iPods, and gaming devices are not to be brought to class.  If they are seen (or heard) the device, and you, will be sent to Mr. Clarke.  If you use a laptop in class you must be using it for school work or you will lose the privilege and perhaps the laptop itself.
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