Summer Reading 2008:  English IV

Mrs. Gubser's class



English IV is a course in 20th century world literature and as an introduction to that course, your summer reading will be three pieces of 20th century literature, The Farming of the Bones by Edwidge Danticat, Going After Cacciato by Tim O'Brien and either Kaffir Boy by Mark Mathabane or Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden.  

You will need to purchase a large spiral notebook for these assignments; please use the standard size and write your name neatly on the cover.  You will begin each assignment on a fresh page and label each as they are titled on this sheet.  You will then WRITE out the assignments (no typing will be accepted) and then skip a page or two between books.  The order in which you read the books is immaterial as is the order in which the assignments are done; however, the assignments for each book must be together and all must be labeled clearly so that I can grade them.

Note:
If these assignments are not completed as directed, points will be deducted.  The assignments for each book will be worth 50 points (150 points total for the notebook) and the test on summer reading will be worth 150 points.   The test will be given the first full week of school and the assignments will be due at that time.  

A.
The Farming of the Bones by Edwidge Danticat


1.
Write a short biography of the author using information from at least two sources.  You need to write at least three paragraphs (not forgetting that a paragraph is more than 6 sentences). Since this information may be considered common knowledge, you need not document your sources in the text; however, you do need to write the bibliographic information out in correct MLA format at the end of the biography.

2.
Do some research and then write a 3-5 paragraph summary of the Haitian /Dominican conflict that sets the scene for this book.  Be sure to include the names of the key players. Since this information may be considered common knowledge, you need not document your sources in the text; however, you do need to write the bibliographic information out in correct MLA format at the end of the summary.

3.
Write a sentence or two describing each of the following characters:  Amabelle, Sebastien, Senora Valencia, Pico, Papi, Yves, and Man Rapadou.

4.
Make a list of three possible themes for the novel, three motifs, and three symbols.  You may want to note page numbers to help you when you return to this book before the test.

5.
Explain the importance of parsley to this story.

B.
Going After Cacciato by Tim O'Brien

1.
Write a short biography of the author using information from at least two sources.  You need to write at least three paragraphs (not forgetting that a paragraph is still more than 6 sentences). Since this information will be considered common knowledge, you need not document your sources in the text; however, you do need to write the bibliographic entries out in correct MLA format at the end of the biography.

2.
Write a brief character sketch on each of the following.  Include the part the character plays in the story and describe the character physically, as well as a mentally/emotionally 

Stink Harris

Oscar Johnson

Doc Peret



Lt. Corson

Harold Murphy

Eddie Lazutti



Sarkin Aung Wan

3.
Make a list of at least three themes and three motifs used in the book.  

4.
In an essay of 5 full paragraphs and using specific details from the book, answer this question:


Is Cacciato a major character or a minor character?  Why?

C.
Kaffir Boy by Mark Mathabane OR Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden

1.
Write a short biography of the author using information from at least two sources.  You need to write at least three paragraphs (not forgetting that a paragraph is still more than 6 sentences). Since this information will be considered common knowledge, you need not document your sources in the text; however, you do need to write the citations out in correct MLA format at the end of the biography.

2.
Write one paragraph describing the setting of the book.  If there are multiple settings, be certain to note each one and how it is different from the others.  In your paragraph, include the time period or time of the character's life when each setting was used.

3.
Write a paragraph on each of the main characters of the book.  For each of these books, you should be able to name at least 3, but naming more should be of help to you when studying for the test.  Also, list any important minor characters from the novel and write a sentence (or more) about how this character affects the novel.

4.
Make a list of at least three themes and three motifs used in the book.  

Since it is difficult to remember details several weeks after reading a book, you may write some personal notes on plot, conflicts, etc. in your notebook.  Simply label the pages on which you take these notes personal notes so that I will not be confused when grading.

Please be aware that I take academic integrity VERY seriously; do not compromise yours by taking words or ideas from other people without proper credit.  I expect you to do your own work on this and every assignment.
