Sophomore Summer Reading 2008



The sophomore year is filled with both American and British Literature, so to begin our study we will read three books this summer:  Dracula by Bram Stoker, The Alchemist by Paulo Coehlo, and The Sword in the Stone, which is the first book of The Once and Future King by T.H. White.  For this assignment, you MUST use the edition specified (ISBN-0-441-62740-4); other editions can be VERY different and may cause you to lose points.

You will need to purchase a large spiral notebook with at least 3 sections for the written portions of these assignments; please use the standard size and write your name neatly on the cover.  You will begin each assignment on a fresh page and label each as they are titled on this sheet.  You will then WRITE out the assignments (no typing) and then skip a page or two between books.  The order in which you read the books is immaterial as is the order in which the written assignments are done; however, the assignments for each book must be together and all must be labeled clearly so that I can grade them.

Note:
If these assignments are not completed as directed, points will be deducted.  The assignments for each book will be worth 50 points (150 points total for the notebook) and the test on summer reading will be worth 150 points.   The test will be given in the first full week of school and the assignments will be due at that time.  

Dracula by Bram Stoker

1.
Write the author and date of publication

2.
Write a one-paragraph summary of the author's background (do not plagiarize; put this in your own words).  Cite the source where you found this information in correct MLA format.

3.
Describe the two main setting(s) of the book.

4.
Note three important themes in the book and describe, in a sentence or two, how these themes are played out in the novel.

5.
Write down the five quotations that you find to be the most important to the book.  Note the page number on which the quotation was found, who the speaker is, and why this is so important.

6.
Write a personal response of at least 10 sentences describing how this book is different from the way that the story is usually portrayed (what surprised you?).

The Alchemist by Paulo Coehlo

1.
Write the author and date of publication

2.
Write a one-paragraph summary of the author's background (do not plagiarize; put this in your own words).  Cite the source where you found this information in correct MLA format.

3.
Describe, in general, the setting of the book.

4.
Note three important themes in the book and describe, in a sentence or two, how these themes are played out in the novel.

5.
Write down the five quotations that you find to be the most important to the book.  Note the page number on which the quotation was found, who the speaker is, and why this is so important.

6.
Define the words alchemy, allegory, fable, parable, and didactic.  

The Sword in the Stone by T.H. White


You will be reading the rest of the book later in the term.

1.
Write the author and date of publication

2.
Write a one-paragraph summary of the author's background (do not plagiarize; put this in your own words).  Cite the source where you found this information in correct MLA format.

3.
Note three important themes in the book and describe, in a sentence or two, how these themes are played out in the novel.

5.
Write down the five quotations that you find to be the most important to the book.  Note the page number on which the quotation was found, who the speaker is, and why this is so important.

6.
Draw or create a picture related to one of the above quotes.  You should use a regular 8x11 sheet of art paper and write the quote that you are illustrating somewhere on the picture.
 

Since it is difficult to remember details several weeks after reading a book, you may write some personal notes on plot, conflicts, etc. in your notebook.  Simply label the pages on which you take these notes personal notes so that I will not be confused when grading.

Please be aware that I take academic integrity VERY seriously; do not compromise yours by taking words or ideas from other people without proper credit.  I expect you to do your own work on this and every assignment.
