	Author
	 Book Title
	 
	 Century
	 Teaser

	Adams, Richard
	Watership Down
	British
	
	

	Agee, James 
	Death in the Family, A
	American
	20th
	Story of loss and heartbreak felt when a young father dies. 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Albee, Edward 
	Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
	American
	20th
	 A three act play – major problems arise when an innocent couple, Nick and Honey meet in Martha and George's house, very late at night, 

	Alcott, Louisa May 
	Little Women
	American
	19th
	 

	Anderson, Sherwood 
	Winesburg, Ohio 
	American
	20th
	A collection of short stories lays bare the life of a small town in the Midwest. 

	
	
	
	
	

	Austen, Jane
	Emma
	British
	19th
	

	Austen, Jane
	Pride and Prejudice
	
	
	

	Austen, Jane
	Sense and Sensibility*
	British
	19th
	

	Baldwin, James 
	Go Tell It On the Mountain 
	American
	20th
	Semi-autobiographical novel about a 14-year-old black youth's religious conversion. 

	Bellamy, Edward 
	Looking Backward: 2000-1887 
	American
	19th
	Written in 1887 about a young man who travels in time to a utopian year 2000, where economic security and a healthy moral environment have reduced crime. 

	Bellow, Saul 
	Henderson the Rain King
	Canadian
	20th
	 

	Bellow, Saul 
	Humbolt's Gift
	Canadian
	20th
	 

	Bellow, Saul 
	Seize the Day 
	Canadian
	20th
	A son grapples with his love and hate for an unworthy father. 

	Bradley, James
	Flags of our Fathers
	American 

(nonfiction)
	20th
	The legacy of six brave men who fought in Iwo Jima and raised the flag.

	Bradley, Marion Zimmer 
	Mists of Avalon
	American
	20th
	 A magical Arthurian reinvention of science fiction and fantasy 

	Buck, Pearl 
	Good Earth, The
	American
	20th
	 

	Burns, Olive Ann 
	Cold Sassy Tree
	American
	20th
	 An entertaining story of a small-town in the South. Great characters who are irreverent, intelligent and nutty, 



	
	
	
	
	 

	Capote, Truman
	In Cold Blood*
	American
	20th
	A crime genre of a robbery gone bad

	Cather, Willa 
	Song of the Lark
	American
	20th
	 

	Cather, Willa
	My Antonia
	American
	20th
	Immigrant pioneers strive to adapt to the Nebraska prairies.

	Cisneros, Sandra 
	House on Mango Street, The
	American
	20th
	 

	Clark, Walter Van Tilburg 
	Ox-Bow Incident, The
	American
	20th
	When a group of citizens discovers one of their members has been murdered by cattle rustlers, they form an illegal posse, pursue the murderers, and lynch them. 

	Crane, Stephen 
	Red Badge of Courage, The
	American
	19th
	During the Civil War, Henry Fleming joins the army full of romantic visions of battle which are shattered by combat. 

	Craven, Margaret 
	I Heard the Owl Call My Name
	American
	20th
	 

	Dillard, Annie 
	Pilgrim at Tinker Creek
	American
	20th-21st
	 If you like Thoreau, you will like Annie Dillard.

	Donleavy, J.P. 
	Ginger Man, The
	Irish-American
	20th
	 

	Dorris, Michael 
	Yellow Raft in Blue Water, A
	American
	20th
	Three generations of Native American women recount their searches for identity and love. 

	Douglas, Lloyd C. 
	Robe, The
	American
	20th
	 

	Dreiser, Theodore 
	An American Tragedy
	American
	20th
	 The life and death of a young anti-hero named Clyde Griffiths

	Ehrenreich, Barbara
	Nickled and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America
	American 

(nonfiction)
	21st
	

	Ellison, Ralph 
	Invisible Man
	American
	20th
	A black man's search for himself as an individual and as a member of his race and his society. 

	Faulkner, William
	As I Lay Dying
	American
	20th
	870L-Watch the POV change chapter by chapter. A family’s journey to bury their beloved mother.

	Faulkner, William 
	Sound and the Fury, The 
	American
	20th
	870L

	
	
	
	
	

	Fitzgerald, F. Scott 
	Tender is the Night  
	American
	20th
	A story of a psychiatrist, and of his wife - a marriage that appears quite blissful, but insecurity eats it away, and the bondage that money has placed on the family

	Fitzgerald, F. Scott
	This Side of Paradise
	American
	20th
	One of Scott’s four finished novels

	Frank, Pat  (Harry Hart)
	Alas, Babylon
	American
	20th
	 "A warm, continuously interesting story of what can happen to a group of ordinary people in a perilous situation." -- New York Herald Tribune

	Frazier, Charles 
	Cold Mountain
	American
	20th-21st
	 A historical novel that won the U.S. National Book Award for fiction. A story of a Confederate deserter trying to return home

	Fromm, Erich 
	Escape from Freedom, others
	Jewish-German-American
	20th
	 A look at the psychosocial condition that facilitated the arrival and rise of Nazism

	Gaines, Ernest 
	Autobiography of Miss Jane Pitman, The
	American
	20th-21st
	In her 100 years, Miss Jane Pittman experiences it all, from slavery to the civil rights movement. 

	Gaines, Ernest 
	Gathering of Old Men, A
	American
	20th-21st
	 Setting: 1970s Louisiana cane farm.

Issue: racial discrimination

	Green, Hannah 
	I Never Promised You a Rose Garden
	American
	20th
	 

	Heinlein, Robert 
	Stranger in a Strange Land
	American
	20th
	 

	Heller, Joseph 
	Catch 22 (can’t be read if it is used as a summer reading)
	American
	20th
	A broad comedy about a WWII bombardier based in Italy and his efforts to avoid bombing missions. 

	Hemingway, Ernest 
	Farewell to Arms, A *  
	American
	20th
	During World War I, an American lieutenant runs away with the woman who nurses him back to health. 

	Hemingway, Ernest 
	Old Man and the Sea, The
	American
	20th
	 Spare writing about the struggle between man and nature

	Hurston, Zora Neale 
	Their Eyes Were Watching God
	American
	20th
	Janie repudiates many roles in her quest for self-fulfillment. 

	Huxley, Aldous
	Brave New World
	British
	
	

	Irving, John 
	Prayer for Owen Meany, A 
	American
	20th-21st
	 

	Irving, John 
	World According to Garp, The 
	American
	20th-21st
	The novel’s first sentence: Garp's mother, Jenny Fields, was arrested in Boston in 1942 for wounding a man in a movie theater.

	Irving, Washington 
	Stories
	American
	19th
	 

	James, Henry 
	Turn of the Screw, The
	American
	19th-20th
	 

	Kerouac, Jack 
	On the Road
	American
	20th
	 The epitome of the Beat movement – a cross-country odyssey

	Kesey, Ken 
	One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest *
	American
	20th
	A novel about a power struggle between the head nurse and one of the male patients in a mental institution. 

	Kesselring, Joseph 
	Arsenic and Old Lace
	American
	20th
	 

	Kingston, Maxine Hong 
	Woman Warrior, The
	American
	20th-21st
	A five-chapter memoir full of Chinese folktales

	Knowles, John 
	Separate Peace, A
	American
	20th
	 This novel starts slow but picks up in a complex relationship between Phineas and Gene – two adolescent boys from a private boy’s school

	LeGuin, Ursula 
	Wizard of Earthsea, A
	American
	20th
	 A fantasy novel ranked 33 on the “All-Time Best Fantasy List” soon after its publication

	Lewis, Sinclair 
	Main Street 
	American
	20th
	A young doctor's wife tries to change the ugliness, dullness and ignorance which prevail in Gopher Prairie, Minnesota. 

	
	
	
	
	

	London, Jack 
	Call of the Wild, The *
	American
	19th-20th
	Buck is a loyal pet dog until cruel men make him a pawn in their search for Klondike gold. 

	McEwan, Ian
	Atonement
	British
	
	

	MacLeish, Archibald 
	J.B.
	American
	20th
	A Pulitzer Prize play sets the Old Testament book of Job in a satirical circus tent setting. JB (Job) undergoes his trials under the vigilant eyes of two circus merchants Zuss and Nickles, who imitate the roles of God and Satan, respectively.



	Malamud, Bernard 
	Assistant, The
	American
	20th
	 

	Marshall, Catherine 
	Christy
	American
	20th
	 "A novel of celebration…wholesome, inspiring…Enjoyable reading." -- St. Louis Post-Dispatch

	McCullers, Carson 
	Heart is a Lonely Hunter, The
	American
	20th
	 A Selection of Oprah’s Book Club – It’s not about plot – It’s about characters

	McCullers, Carson 
	Member of the Wedding, The  
	American
	20th
	A young southern girl is determined to be the third party on a honeymoon, despite all the advice against it from friends and family. 

	Melville, Herman 
	Billy Budd
	American
	19th
	 1450L

	Melville, Herman 
	Moby-Dick 
	American
	19th
	A complex novel about a mad sea captain's pursuit of the White Whale. 

	Michener, James 
	Hawaii
	American
	20th
	 

	Miller, Walter M. 
	Canticle for Leibowitz, A
	American
	20th
	 

	Mitchell, Margaret 
	Gone With the Wind
	American
	20th
	A big book, but well worth the weight.

	Momaday, N. Scott 
	Ancient Child, The
	Native American
	20th
	 

	Montgomery, Lucy Maud 
	Anne of Green Gables series
	Canadian
	20th
	 

	Morrison, Toni 
	Beloved
	American
	20th-21st
	 

	Morrison, Toni 
	Sula 
	American
	20th-21st
	The lifelong friendship of two women becomes strained when one causes the other's husband to abandon her. 

	Nordhoff, Charles B. 
	Bounty Trilogy, The
	American
	20th
	 

	O'Connor, Flannery 
	Good Man is Hard to Find, A  
	American
	20th
	Social awareness, the grotesque, and the need for faith characterize these stories of the contemporary South. 

	O'Connor, Flannery 
	Wise Blood
	American
	20th
	This book is grim and not meant for those who want a Hollywood ending.

	Paine, Thomas 
	Rights of Man
	American
	18th
	 Dry yes, but if you read the U.S. Constitution for fun, you will like this philosophical book to.

	Parks, Gordon 
	Learning Tree, The
	American
	20th-21st
	A fictional study of a black family in a small Kansas town in the 1920s. 

	Percy, Walker 
	Moviegoer, The
	American
	20th
	 

	Pirsig, Robert 
	Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance
	American
	20th
	 1040L

	Plath, Sylvia 
	Bell Jar, The
	American
	20th
	The heartbreaking story of a talented young woman's descent into madness. 

	Poe, Edgar Allan 
	Great Tales and Poems* 
	American
	19th
	Poe is considered the father of detective stories and a master of supernatural tales. 

	Porter, Katherine Anne 
	Ship of Fools
	American
	20th
	 Passion, treachery, and nationalism set in the summer of 1931, on board a cruise ship bound for Bremerhaven, Germany.

	Potok, Chaim 
	Promise, The
	American
	20th
	 

	Proulx, Annie 
	Shipping News, The
	American
	20th-21st
	 

	Pynchon, Thomas 
	Gravity's Rainbow
	American
	20th
	 

	Rand, Ayn 
	Anthem
	Russian-American
	20th
	 

	Rand, Ayn 
	Fountainhead, The *
	Russian-American
	20th
	 A fast-paced book of passion with a lot of twists

	Rawlings, Marjorie 
	Cross Creek, The Yearling
	American
	20th
	 

	Rawls, Wilson 
	Where the Red Fern Grows
	American
	20th
	 

	Rhys, Jean 
	Wide Sargasso Sea
	Carribean
	20th
	 

	Salinger, J.D. 
	Catcher in the Rye, The *
	American
	20th
	A prep school dropout rejects the "phoniness" he sees all about him. 

	Salinger, J.D. 
	Franny and Zooey
	American
	20th
	 

	Sinclair, Upton 
	Jungle, The
	American
	20th
	The deplorable conditions of the Chicago stockyards are exposed in this turn-of-the-century novel. 

	Shakespeare, William
	Henry V
	British
	17th
	

	Shakespeare, William
	Richard III
	British
	17th
	

	Shaw, George Bernard
	Pygmalion
	British
	
	

	Singer, Isaac Bashevis 
	Short Stories
	American
	19th
	 

	Smith, Betty 
	Tree Grows in Brooklyn
	American
	20th
	 

	Soto, Gary 
	Pacific Crossing
	American
	20th-21st
	 

	Steinbeck, John 
	Grapes of Wrath, The
	American
	20th
	The desperate flight of tenant farmers from Oklahoma during the Depression. 

	Stone, Irving 
	Agony and the Ecstasy, The
	American
	20th
	 

	Stowe, Harriet Beecher 
	Uncle Tom's Cabin 
	American
	19th
	The classic tale that awakened a nation about the slave system. 

	Tan, Amy 
	Joy Luck Club, The *
	American
	20th-21st
	After her mother's death, a young Chinese-American woman learns of her mother's tragic early life in China. 

	Theroux, Paul 
	Mosquito Coast, The
	American
	20th
	 

	Thurber, James 
	Stories
	American
	20th
	 

	Twain, Mark 
	Tom Sawyer
	American
	19th
	Tom and Huck’s episodic adventure-a good prequel to Huck’s adventures 

	Twain, Mark 
	Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court, A
	American
	19th
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Tyler, Anne 
	Accidental Tourist, The
	American
	20th-21st
	 

	Updike, John 
	Rabbit, Run, others
	American
	20th-21st
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Uris, Leon 
	Trinity
	American
	20th
	 

	Voltaire
	Candide
	French
	18th 
	

	Von Hayek, Friedrich
	The Road to Serfdom
	Austrian
	20th
	How tyranny results from too much government control

	Vonnegut, Kurt 
	Breakfast of Champions
	American
	20th
	 

	Vonnegut, Kurt 
	Slaughterhouse-Five 
	American
	20th
	Billy Pilgrim, an optometrist from Ilium, New York, shuttles between World War II Dresden and a luxurious zoo on the planet Tralfamadore. 

	Walker, Alice 
	Color Purple, The
	American
	20th-21st
	A young woman sees herself as property until another woman teaches her to value herself. 

	Walker, Alice 
	Temple of my Familiar, The
	American
	20th-21st
	 

	Warren, Robert Penn 
	All The Kings Men
	American
	20th
	 

	Washington, Booker T. 
	Up From Slavery
	American
	19th
	 

	Wells, H.G. 
	Time Machine, The  
	English
	19th-20th
	A scientist invents a machine that transports him into the future. 

	Welty, Eudora 
	Optimist's Daughter, The
	American
	20th
	 

	Welty, Eudora 
	Thirteen Stories 
	American
	20th
	A collection of short stories about people and life in the deep South. 

	Wharton, Edith 
	Age of Innocence
	American
	20th
	 

	Wharton, Edith 
	Ethan Frome
	American
	20th
	The frigid New England landscape reflects the characters as Frome search for individuality and fight cowardice

	White, T.H. 
	The Once and Future King
	British
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Whitman, Walt 
	Leaves of Grass
	American
	19th
	 

	Wilde, Oscar
	The Importance of Being Earnest
	British
	19th
	

	Wister, Owen 
	Virginian, The
	American
	19th-20th
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Wolfe, Thomas 
	Look Homeward, Angel
	American
	20th
	A novel depicting the coming of age of Eugene Gant and his passion to experience life. 

	Wouk, Herman 
	Caine Mutiny, The
	American
	20th
	 

	Wright, Richard 
	Black Boy
	American
	20th
	A powerful account of the author’s journey shows the injustice in the Jim Crow South.

	Wright, Richard 
	Native Son 
	American
	20th
	Bigger Thomas, a young man from the Chicago slums, lashes out against a hostile society by committing two murders. 


	Drama
	 Title
	 
	Century
	 Teaser

	Miller, Arthur 
	Death of a Salesman (We typically see this play after the AP exam in May)
	American
	20th
	The tragedy of a typical American who, at age 63, is faced with what he cannot face: defeat and disillusionment. 

	O'Neill, Eugene 
	Long Day's Journey Into Night 
	American
	20th
	A tragedy set in 1912 in the summer home of an isolated, theatrical family. 

	Wilder, Thornton 
	Our Town
	American
	20th
	The dead of a New Hampshire village of the early 1900s appreciate life more than the living. 

	Williams, Tennessee 
	Glass Menagerie, The
	American
	20th
	 

	Williams, Tennessee 
	Streetcar Named Desire, A  
	American
	20th
	Blanche Dubois' fantasies of refinement and grandeur are brutally destroyed by her brother-in-law. 

	Wilson, August 
	Piano Lesson, The
	American
	20th
	Drama set in 1936 Pittsburgh chronicles black experience in America. 


This list is not exhaustive; you may pull other titles from any of these authors, or you may choose another classic author’s title. All books must be approved by 

Mr. Boesch.  He reserves the right to reject any title based on literary merit, appropriateness, and lexile reading level.

* indicates that it has been a student favorite throughout the years and is student recommended.

