Independent Novel Essay

Choose one of the following prompts below.  You will need your book to incorporate direct quotes for support.  Please use MLA structures when necessary.

1. Write about the importance of the setting in the book. How did the time and place affect the plot in the book?  What was possible because of the time and/or place? What was not possible because of the time and/or place? Why is the setting important to the story? Did the author’s choices about the setting help or hurt the story and why? What use does the author make of it? Do not simply tell the plot of the book. 
2. In many novels and plays, minor characters contribute significantly to the total work. They often have particular functions, e.g., as instruments in the plot, foils to the main characters, commentators on the action and theme, and the like. Write a well-organized essay showing how three minor characters function in the works in which they appear.
3. From a novel or play, select an important character who is a villain. Then, in a well-organized essay, analyze the nature of the character’s villainy and show how it enhances meaning in the work.

4. Choose a literary work in which some of the most significant events are mental or psychological (for example, awakenings, discoveries, changes in consciousness.) In an essay, describe how the author manages to give these internal events the sense of excitement, suspense and climax usually associated with action.
5. The central character in a novel or play often encounters moral, physical, or psychological danger.  From a novel or play select a situation (episode or scene) in which the central character encounters danger.  In a unified essay describe: 

(a) How the situation reveals character

(b) How the revelation of character in this situation relates to the structure and meaning of the work.

