ESPAÑOL III

Señora Silva 
E-mail:  jsilva@easton.k12.ma.us
Website: http://www.quia.com/profiles/srasilva

¡BIENVENIDOS!
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Spanish III is divided into approximately ten units, along with an introductory section entitled “Para su referencia”.  This first section reviews the present tense of many regular and irregular verbs and their uses.  You will be tested on this material during the second week of school.  If you review the material each evening, you should be able to start out the year with a good test grade.

After the introductory section, we will begin the regular units in our textbook.  For each unit that we cover in class, we will focus on the following concepts or categories:

Literature:

Each unit contains two readings.  The units begin with an introductory reading called “Escenas de la vida” which is used to introduce the general theme of the unit.  These narratives include many examples of the expressions, vocabulary, and grammatical points that are covered in the unit.

At the end of each unit, there is a section called “Lecturas literarias” which will strengthen your reading skills by introducing you to the prose of many recognized Hispanic authors.  Each literary section begins with a cultural introduction and vocabulary section (“Palabras claves”) that presents the key words needed for comprehension.  Each unit test contains questions concerning the “Lectura literaria”.  It is essential that you learn the vocabulary and take notes during the class discussions of the reading in order to succeed on the exams.

Vocabulary:
Each unit contains two vocabulary sections.  The first, “El español práctico”, introduces the vocabulary for the theme of each chapter.  The second, “Para conversar”, focuses on vocabulary that is useful for strengthening your communication skills.  You will be quizzed frequently on both vocabulary sections during the individual units.  At the end of each unit, the unit tests will also contain several vocabulary sections of various formats.  

You will be expected to write vocabulary words in Spanish, not English.  Spelling counts on all vocabulary quizzes and tests.  Misspelled vocabulary words and words with incorrect accent marks will receive no credit.  Sentences or phrases with an error may receive partial credit.  Examples of quiz and test formats for vocabulary are: translations, short answers, sentence fill-ins, and stating synonyms or antonyms.

Grammar:
Each unit contains several grammatical points.  You will be quizzed on most of these grammatical concepts throughout each unit.  There are always several grammar sections on each unit test of various formats.
CLASS MATERIALS
You must bring the following materials to class every day:

· Covered textbook

· Workbook

· Homework

· Spanish-English dictionary

· Notebook/Binder

· Writing Materials

GRADING GUIDLINES

Your term grade is calculated according to the following ratios:

Tests = 50%

Quizzes = 30%

Homework/Class Participation = 20%
There is no scaling or grades nor dropping of the lowest test/quiz grade.  Additional work for the purpose of raising a grade will not be accepted.  Students are encouraged to spend extra time and effort on their daily work throughout each term.
Homework:
Homework is assigned daily.  If no written work is assigned, it is expected that students use the time to prepare for the next quiz or test.  Late homework WILL NOT be accepted.  Homework must be done and in class in order to receive credit.
Quizzes and Tests:

Syllabi will be supplied by unit with information about topics to be covered in class, as well as quiz and test dates.  There are generally two quizzes each week and one test at the end of each unit.  While most quizzes appear on the unit syllabus, quizzes may be given at any time during a unit.  
Written Work:

There will be several writing assignments each term.  These will consist of short narratives, compositions, and skits.  Unless otherwise noted, all written assignments should be typed and double-spaced.  All papers are due on the assigned date; late work will be deducted by 10% for each day. 

Oral Work:

Spanish will be the primary language spoken in class, rather than English.  You must try to speak Spanish in class even if you feel that you do not yet have the proficiency to do so.  Learning a language is an ongoing process, so your Spanish does not have to be perfect.  Mistakes are to be expected – your effort is the most important factor and often decides how much you learn and improve in class.  You will be graded on your class participation and preparation.  Participation grades will be calculated at the middle and end of each term.

Make-up Work:
It is your responsibility to complete work on time and make up any work missed due to absence.  You will receive monthly syllabi with important unit information, including test, quiz, and project dates.  If you are absent when the syllabus is given out, it is your responsibility to acquire a syllabus.  The syllabus and class calendar will also be posted on the class website along with daily homework assignments.  

Missed work due to short-term absence is due after the same number of days of the absence plus one.  Long-term assignments (papers, projects, etc.) are due the day you return, regardless of absence.  If you are present in class, you will be expected to take any scheduled quizzes or tests unless you bring in a signed note from your parent/guardian indicating that you were too sick to study.  Missed quizzes or tests must be made up after school unless otherwise arranged by the teacher.

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS
In order to maximize your success and enjoy your experience in class, there must be an atmosphere of mutual respect, consideration, and responsibility.  Every student has the right to learn in such an atmosphere, and the responsibility to act in such a way that it does not interfere with others’ ability to learn.  

Disruption of class time will not be tolerated.  Examples of disruptive behavior include: non-participation, off-task behavior, disruptive talking, not working well with assigned groups, “put downs” of others, etc.  Individual who choose to disregard classroom expectations will be subject to disciplinary action, including: verbal warnings, teacher-student conference, teacher detention, parent contact, and office referral.

Class Rules:

1. Follow school rules, guidelines, and policies.  

Review the student handbook and know that all school rules apply in this classroom.


The student handbook also describes the World Language department policies that apply to all language classes in this school. 

2. Use class time wisely.  Be on time and ready to work.

Be on time.  I will start class as soon as the bell rings.

You must be in your seat and ready to work when the bell rings.

3. Be prepared!  Bring required materials to class every day.

Bring your book(s), notebook/binder, writing materials and dictionary to every class.

Class preparation and participation are necessary for success.

4. Be respectful!  Show respect to everyone and everything.

Please respect everyone in the classroom and your surroundings.

The use of offensive or abusive language will not be tolerated.  

Do not speak when another person is speaking; raise your hand to ask for permission.

Take care of the classroom and class materials.  Leave a clean floor and desk.

A NOTE ON TECHNOLOGY
Cell phones are to be turned off and out of sight.  Under no circumstances should you use your cell phone to call, text, or access the internet during class.  Cell phones are never to be used as cameras in class.  

You may not use your iPod/mp3 player without the teacher’s permission.  They may never be used during group discussions, lectures, quizzes or tests.  If permission is granted during individual class work time to listen to music, only one ear bud may be used to allow students to hear any further instructions given.
Using your phone or mp3 player for any reason during quizzes or tests will result in a failing grade.  
IMPORTANT ONLINE RESOURCES
Quia
You must create an account with Quia for this class!  

This is required for all students and essential for completing some class assignments, accessing class resources, and completing review activities for class quizzes and tests.
1. Create your own account at http://www.quia.com/newstudent.html
2. Be sure to choose a username and password that you will remember! 

I can’t access or change this information for you.  

3. Use a valid e-mail address that you actually check!  

I will occasionally send e-mails, reminders, or assignments through Quia.

4. Enroll in your class by entering your class code: DNMBFD948
To access the class page in the future, log in at http://www.quia.com/web and follow the link to the class page.  You may also go directly to my profile (http://www.quia.com/profiles/srasilva) or the class page (http://www.quia.com/pages/srasilva/sp3), but you won’t be logged in to receive credit.

Other Resources:

X2

https://ma-easton.myfollett.com/aspen/logon.do


Check your grades and attendance.  

Dictionary
http://www.wordreference.com
Use this dictionary as your online dictionary – do not use a translator to look up words or translate phrases!  A dictionary is always better and more reliable!

Conjugator
http://www.lingolex.com/conjugatorform.htm


An online verb conjugator for all Spanish tenses and moods.

Grammar
http://www.colby.edu/~bknelson/SLC/


Online grammar review and practice – see the list of topics on the right.



http://www.studyspanish.com/tutorial.htm


Online grammar tutorial – great explanations and practice activities!

STUDENT SYLLABUS AND LANGUAGE CONTRACT:
By signing this form, I acknowledge that I have read the Spanish III course description, grading policies, and the classroom expectations.  My signature shows that I agree to follow the rules and procedures defined in this packet.  I also realize that, since this is a Spanish class, Spanish is the primary language spoken during class time.  I will do my best to communicate as much as possible in Spanish both with Señora Silva and with the other students in my class.

Student name (please print):
____________________________________________________________

Student signature:


_________________________________________
Date:
____________

FAMILY CONTACT FORM:
Dear parents and guardians:

Thank you for taking the time to review the information in this course packet.  Your involvement in the education of your child is very important and I look forward to working with you this year.  Contact with the families of my students is very helpful as I get to know your child and work with him/her throughout the year.  For this reason, I have included a brief contact form at the bottom of the page.  Please provide as much information as you can, and indicate the best way that I may reach you.

There are several ways that you can stay informed of class assignments and activities.  The class website (www.quia.com/pages/srasilva/sp3) includes a calendar of important assignments, extra review activities for tests and quizzes, and further information when necessary.  I check my school e-mail several times a day, so this is generally the best way to reach me (jsilva@easton.k12.ma.us).  Also, you may call the office and asked to be transferred to my voice mail if you prefer to leave a message (508-230-3210 x. 1649).

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I look forward to working with you and your child this year.   

Sincerely,

Jessica E. Silva
Please sign below to acknowledge that you have read this packet, including

the course description, grading policy, and classroom expectations for this course.

_________________________________________

__________________________________________

Print Parent/Guardian Name 




Parent/Guardian Signature





Please provide the contact information requested below.
Name:
________________________________________
Home Phone Number:
__________________________

Relation: _______________________________________
Work Phone Number:
__________________________

E-mail: ________________________________________
Cell Phone Number:
__________________________

Name:
________________________________________
Home Phone Number:
__________________________

Relation: _______________________________________
Work Phone Number:
__________________________

E-mail: ________________________________________
Cell Phone Number:
__________________________

Preferred means of contact: ___________________________________________________________________________





(Please indicate how I may best contact you, or simply circle above.  Thank you!)
If necessary, feel free to use the back of this page to provide any additional information.






