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With Quia's grading workbench, you can greatly reduce time spent grading. This page explains the features of the grading workbench and how to optimally use them. 

Computer Grading 

Many Quia activities are graded automatically by Quia's intelligent grading software. Quia automatically grades not only multiple-choice and true-false questions, but sometimes even fill-ins, where students have typed in responses. However, computer grading has its limitations, and grading software, no matter how sophisticated, can never reliably grade a free-form sentence, paragraph, or essay response. In these cases, you as an instructor must review students' work. Quia provides you with various tools that make this grading process faster, simpler, and more accurate. 

Layout of the Page 

The grading workbench contains two tables. The first table has one row for each question in a particular exercise. The second table has one row for each student that has submitted responses for the exercise. 

Grading Status Indicators 

Next to each question and student you will see a red ([image: image2.png]


) or green ([image: image3.png]


) indicator. Green next to a question means that every student's response to that question has been graded, either by you or automatically by computer. You don't need to take further action, unless you want to review the computer grading. (Some students could have entered correct responses that you didn't anticipate when you created the quiz.) Red next to a question indicates that the question is too complex to be graded by computer. You should always grade questions that are tagged red. 

These indicators have somewhat different meanings when placed next to student names. Green next to a student means that all of the student's responses to all questions have been graded. A red indicator tells you that one or more of the student's responses have not yet been graded, because the questions were too complex for the grading software. 

Grading Options 

You can grade by question or by student. Usually, it is more efficient to grade by question, but there can also be occasions when grading by student is faster. 

Grading by Question 

When you grade by question, you see every student's response to a particular question on a single page. You grade everyone's responses together, and then move on to the next question. This allows you to focus your thinking on a single question at once, objectively comparing students' responses. Many instructors find that they are able to grade more efficiently and accurately this way. Grading by question also allows you to easily skip the computer-graded questions, and only focus on more complex questions that need your input. For example, suppose an activity contained nine computer-graded multiple-choice questions and one essay question. You simply would grade the essay question and skip all the others. 

To grade by question, click the pencil icon next to the question you would like to grade. The red indicators show you which questions you should focus on. 

Grading by Student 

Grading by student is the conventional way of grading, whereby you grade each student's work separately, one student at a time. This method closely matches the way that most instructors grade paper-based assignments. 

Grading by student can be more efficient in at least two situations. If you are grading an activity that has a large number of questions, but only a small number of students have submitted responses, it could be faster to grade by student. For example, if you are grading five sets of student responses to a 100-question quiz, grading student by student would probably be faster than grading question by question. 

Grading by student is also the best grading method when one or more students have submitted their responses late, after you have already graded everyone else. For example, suppose you have graded an exercise after 19 students have completed it. A 20th student, who was sick when the assignment was due, submits results late. If you tried grading by question in this case, you would end up needlessly reviewing the responses of the 19 students that you already graded. Instead, you should grade by student, focusing solely on the 20th student's responses. 

To grade by student, click the pencil icon next to the student whose responses you would like to grade. The red indicators show you which students you should focus on. 

Interpreting Grading Status Indicators 

Sometimes, a glance at the colors of the grading status indicators in the question table and student table can suggest the best grading method. 

Often, all of the students will be marked with a red indicator, but the questions will show a mix of red and green. This pattern occurs when an exercise has a mix of computer-graded and instructor-graded questions. It is usually faster to grade by question in this case, because you can easily skip over the computer-graded questions. 

When the student indicators are a mix of red and green, this tells you that some of the students have already been completely graded. This could happen if you got partway through grading by student and got interrupted. It could also happen if one or more students submitted their results late, after you had already finished grading the rest of the class. When student indicators show of mix of red and green, it is generally best to grade by student, only focusing on the students with red indicators. 

Note that a seemingly strange effect could happen if a single student submits results after the rest of the class has already been graded. Suppose you are about to grade a 5-question essay quiz that 30 students have taken. The grading workbench will show a red indicator next to every question and every student. In this case, grading by question would be the faster grading method. As you grade each question, the question's indicator will change from red to green. As soon as you finish grading the final question, not only will that question's indicator change to green, but all of the students' indicators will also change to green. Now, suppose a 31st student submits results late. This will cause the indicator next to each question to revert back from green to red (because there is now an ungraded response—the 31st student's—for each question). In the student table, however, only the 31st student will have a red indicator. All of the other students will still have green indicators, because they have already been graded. 

Reviewing Computer Grading Decisions 

Computer-graded questions are marked with a green indicator, telling you that no review is necessary. However, for some types of fill-in questions, it is worthwhile to make a quick check of the results. Now and then you may find that a creative student entered a response that you didn't foresee. Or, you may want to award partial credit to a student that made a minor error. 

When you review a computer-graded question, you'll see that the student responses that were marked as correct are sorted at the top of the list. Below these are the responses that the computer marked as incorrect; these are the ones you'll want to focus on. 

  

