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Welcome to Metropolitan Community College

Metropolitan Community College

Course Syllabus – 2011 Summer Session
 
COURSE IDENTIFICATION
 

Title:



Native American Studies

Prefix/Section: 

Sociology 1100 RB

Credit Hours:  

4.5

Begins/Ends:

  May 27 – July 8
Meeting Day/Time:
  May 27 – June 3 and two additional sessions to be determined

Last Day to Withdraw
N/A
Delivery Type:

Study “Abroad” in the Sicangu Lakota Nation
Class Location:

Rosebud Reservation, S.D. 
Lab Location: 

N/A            


CONTACT INFORMATION
 

Instructor Name: 

Jenni Fauchier
Office Location: 

Fort Omaha Campus, Building #10 , Room 133b
Office Telephone: 

457-2465
Toll-Free Number:

1-800-228-9553 (Use only during instructor’s MCC office hours. Identify Yourself as an online student and give the operator your instructor’s office number.)

Facsimile:


402-457-2250
Office Hours:  

Thursday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. for first summer session
MCC Email: 


jfauchier@mccneb.edu
Faculty Homepage:
http://socsci.mccneb.edu/jfauchier
Academic Program Area: Social Sciences

Dean’s Office Telephone: 738-4545

Class materials can be found on the following website:  http://www.quia.com/pages/jfauchier/rosebud
In addition, a chronicle of all three years of this special section of the SOCI 1100 class can be found at http://resource.mccneb.edu/cca/home/.  

COURSE INFORMATION
 

Course Description:

This is a survey course, designed to introduce students to a wide range of topics and perspectives regarding Native Americans.  It will provide a social, cultural, and historical foundation for the study of the man diverse Native American peoples, as well as focus on contemporary issues.  Specific topics covered include: culture areas, history, sovereignty, spirituality and worldview, religious freedom, repatriation, education, economic development, and cultural revitalization.

 

Course Prerequisites: 
There are no pre-requisites for this course.  
Reading assessment: college level skills strongly recommended 

Course Objectives: 
In general, completion of the course aids the student in developing these abilities:

 1.
Describe the nature of Native American Studies from an indigenous perspective.

 

 2.
Sketch the multidisciplinary scope of Native American Studies.

 

 3.
Appraise linguistic area and culture area concepts, geographic determinism, and ethnographic present and their historical impacts on Native American Studies. 

 

 4.
Discuss the importance and efficacy of Indian oral history as a valid historical instrument.

 

 5.
Assess the importance of the intrinsic value of land to Native Americans in relation to sovereignty and the right to self-determination.

 

 6.
Develop and appreciation of the major contributions of Native Americans.

 

 7.
Display an understanding of the impact of racism, stereotypes, and discrimination directed at Native Americans.

 

 8.
Demonstrate an understanding of the major issues facing Native Americans today, including: identity and the use of mascots; sovereignty; religious freedom; and repatriation.

 

 9. 
Construct a foundation of basic knowledge that may be used for further academic work in Native American and/or cultural studies.
 

TOPICAL UNIT OUTLINE

 

I.             Introduction to Native American Studies

A.     Definition

B.     Scope of Native American studies

C.    Diversity

D.    Identity

E.     Oral histories

F.     Contributions 

 

II.           Racism, Stereotypes, Discrimination, Dispossession, and Genocide

A.     Land Dispossession and Sovereignty

B.     Religious persecution

C.    Broken treaties

D.    Forced cultural assimilation

E.     “Noble savage”: variations on prejudice

F.     Cultural genocide

 

III.          Family, Education, and Spirituality

A.     Genealogy and family heritage

B.     Maintaining traditions

C.    Education

D.    Spiritualism

E.     Repatriation

 

IV.           Development, Environment, and Community

A.     Land

B.     The environment

C.    Indian gaming

D.    Tourism

E.     Health

F.     Drinking and Alcoholism

G.    Adoption

H.    Criminal justice and incarceration

 

V.             Native American Rights

A.     Self-determination and sovereignty

B.     Cultural revitalization

C.    Language survival

D.    International recognition and protection

 

 

Required & Supplemental Materials:

All course materials will be provided as handouts or web assignments.

Program fee covers:  transportation, lodging, 14 meals in Rosebud, academic lectures and experiences in Rosebud and Sinte Gleska University, as well as supplies for hide tanning and traditional crafts.  
COURSE ASSESSMENT
Grades will be determined using the following criteria:

· Appropriate participation during the field experience

· Journal content and concept reaction assignments included in the journal

· Attendance at subsequent meetings 

· Participation in colloquium report out to the Metro community

SELECTED ASSESSMENT METHODS: 
Journaling and Concept and Reaction Papers
Specific journal assignments for each day will be presented.  These journal reactions will be based on content learned in the day’s activities.  They may provide a “jumping off place” for further research and study.   Further study opportunities will be presented with handouts and/or web assignments.   
At least two concept papers for the days when we go to Sinte Gleska will be expected as an additional part of the journal.  All concept papers should be three to four paragraphs in length and should be a brief explanation of a concept covered in the class session of the day.  Document the current research or understanding of the topic.  Be sure to use your own words.  You may use websites (reliable, usually means that the author is listed), a newspaper article, a magazine or journal article, one of the handouts or an interview with an expert on the topic.  Be sure to cite your sources on the paper. The last paragraph should reflect your own thoughts/reactions to the topic.

Concept and Reaction Papers will be evaluated on the following criteria:

· Selection of relevant topic 

· At least 3 paragraphs each 

· Clear explanation of content and clear thoughtful reaction to what you learned. 

· Use of an outside source (in addition to the reading, if one is given), with citation.
 

Maintenance of Student Records 

a. This is an atypical course.  Anecdotal records from the trip will be kept by the instructors. 

b. Grade books (grade spreadsheets) will be kept by the instructor for a minimum of one (1) year. 

c. Student papers, projects, etc., that were scored by faculty for determining the final grade and were not returned to the student, will be kept for one (1) quarter.   Some materials will be posted on the Credit Classes Abroad webpage.
d. Keep your journal!

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS 
The student's approach to success should be built on active involvement in learning. Students should read the assigned readings. Other study materials may be provided, in addition to the lecture/experiential components built into the Rosebud experience.  To document the trip, students will be expected to participate in a panel/report out and display of materials to be presented in an open colloquium on campus on a date agreed upon by all participants.  
METHODS OF LEARNING: 
 

Notice:  This syllabus is written as an expectation of class topics, learning activities, and expected learning outcomes.  However, the instructor reserves the right to make changes in this schedule that may result in enhanced or more effective learning for students.  These modifications will not substantially change the intent or objectives of this course and will be done within the policies and guidelines of Metropolitan Community College.

 

ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING PROGRAM:
Metropolitan Community College is committed to continuous improvement of teaching and learning. You may be asked to help us to accomplish this objective. For example, you may be asked to respond to surveys or questionnaires. In other cases, tests or assignments you are required to do for this course may be shared with faculty and used for assessment purposes.

USE OF STUDENT WORK:
By enrolling in classes offered by Metropolitan Community College, the student gives the College license to mark on, modify, and retain the work as may be required by the process of instruction, as described in the course syllabus. The institution shall not have the right to use the work in any other manner without the written consent of the student(s).

INSTRUCTOR’S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS
ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION POLICY:  Students will attend all scheduled activities in Rosebud and accompanying field trips.  Students will participate in two additional sessions, including a preparatory session and a colloquium.  

ACADEMIC HONESTY STATEMENT:
Students are reminded that materials they use as sources for classwork may be subject to copyright protection. Additional information about copyright is provided on the library website at http://www.mccneb.edu/library or by your instructor. In response to incidents of student dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, etc.), the College imposes specific actions that may include receiving a failing grade on a test, failure in the course, suspension from the College, or dismissal from the College. Disciplinary procedures are available in the Advising/Counseling Centers or at http://www.mccneb.edu/procedures/V-4_Student_Conduct_and_Discipline.pdf.

LEARNING SUPPORT
MCC's Academic Resource Centers, Math Centers, and Writing Centers offer friendly, supportive learning environments that can help students achieve educational success. Staff members in these centers provide free drop-in assistance with basic computing, reading, math, and writing skills. Self-paced, computer-assisted instructional support in reading, vocabulary, typing, English as a Second Language, and online course orientation is also available. Detailed information about the Academic Resource, Math, and Writing Centers is in the Student Handbook, College Catalog, and online at http://www.mccneb.edu/arc/.

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: If you have a disability that may substantially limit your ability to participate in this class, please contact a Disability Support Services Counselor located in the Student Services Office on each campus. Metropolitan Community College will provide reasonable accommodations for persons with documented qualifying disabilities. However, it is the student’s responsibility to request accommodations. For further information, please visit http://www.mccneb.edu/dss/ and/or contact Student Services.
TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES: 
By using the information technology systems at MCC (including the computer systems and phones), you acknowledge and consent to the conditions of use as set forth in the Metropolitan Community College Procedures Memorandum on Acceptable Use of Information Technology and Resources. It is your responsibility as a student to be familiar with these procedures. The full text of the Procedures Memorandum may be found at the following website: http://www.mccneb.edu/procedures/X-15_Technology_Resources_Use.pdf
IMPORTANT DATES

Important dates for Metro classes may be accessed at the following links:  www.mccneb.edu/sos/enrollman.asp
Academic Calendar: http://www.mccneb.edu/academics/calendar.asp
SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS  (Subject to Adjustment)
     Saturday, May 28
· Travel from Omaha to Rosebud in MCC Vans

· Make Camp

· Set up lodges and tents

Sunday, May 29
· Visit Wounded Knee Memorial 

· Lunch in Pine Ridge or Rapid City
· Visit Rapid City, Badlands, and Crazy Horse 
Monday, May 30
·   Begin traditional arts activities
·   Review history of SGU

·   Discuss origins/history of Lakotas 
·   Attend a sweat lodge ceremony  (optional)
Tuesday, May 31
· Work on hides and crafts in morning

· Visit Sinte Gleska University (SGU) and Sinte Gleska’s grave

· Afternoon—lectures:  topics include:  winter counts, astronomy, anthropology of the Lakotas 

· Horseback riding (weather permitting)
Wednesday, June 1 

· Afternoon—lectures:  topics include:  winter counts, astronomy, anthropology of the Lakotas 

·  Visit the SGU Buffalo Ranch

· Make traditional crafts-moccasins, beading , dream catchers

· Play traditional hand games

· Learn about the history of dance regalia
· Handgames with community youth program
 Thursday, June 2
· Continue making traditional crafts
· Afternoon—lectures:  topics include:  winter counts, astronomy, anthropology of the Lakotas 
· Visit sun dance ground and other local locations i.e., St. Frances school and museum
· Cookout and drum group presentation;  traditional songs
Friday, June 3
· Break camp; return to Omaha

· Remembering new friends & experiences 
· Set dates for follow-up activities
