COURSE TITLE: Religions of the World (2006-2007 school year)

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This one semester elective course begins by examining the God question and the search for the divine.  Students then study the formation, customs, rituals and beliefs of the major world religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Judaism, Islam, and Christianity.  Students will explore each religion for its contributions to humanity’s religious understanding and spirituality.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS/REQUIRED MATERIALS


TEXT: World Religions Toropov and Buckles 2004
COURSE OBJECTIVES/STUDENT OUTCOMES

The students will:

· respect the diversity of approaches to God and the sacred as found in the major world religions.

· understand the importance of becoming knowledgeable about world religions in the global age.

· explore each religion’s formation, customs, rituals, and beliefs.

· acknowledge the contributions of each religion to human wisdom and spirituality.

· participate in reading and discussing the world religions’ scriptures and stories.

· participate in field trips and presentations led by guest speakers.

· challenge and affirm their own faith as they grow in knowledge and understanding.

COURSE OUTLINE:
1) Why Study the World’s Religions

2) The Basis of Religion: God and the Relationship of God and Humanity

3) Hinduism

4) Buddhism

5) Religions of China: Confucianism and Taoism

6) Judaism

7) Islam

8) Christianity
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COURSE EXPECTATIONS: MR. JERROL LEITNER

1) Required materials

A. Bring the required reading to class each day.

B. Use the Agenda to record assignments.

C. Use a notebook and have a folder to organize handouts. 
2) Classroom policy and procedure

A. Participate actively in class discussions.

B. Contribute to peer writing groups.

3) Homework policy

A. Read assigned passages carefully and faithfully.

B. Present writing assignments on their due dates.

4) Evaluation/grades

A. The course uses the school grading scale.

B. Grades are determined by dividing the student's earned points by the total points possible.

5) Attendance/absence

Check my website for missed assignments when absent.

6) Teacher availability

The teacher will arrange a mutually convenient time upon the request of a student or parent.

