Study Guide Chapter 2

Church

1. Importance of the Incarnation.

2. The paradoxes of the Church: both divine and human, holy and sinful, visible and invisible, changing and unchanging.
3. The mystery of the Church and human reason. “The mystery of God (and the Church) can never be fully grasped by reason alone.

4. How is the Church influenced by the reality of sin in the world?

5. Mistakes of the Church. The influence of culture and political realities on the life of the Church.
6. The Church as the focal point of God’s kingdom on earth.

7. The Church: making God’s will manifest and accessible.

8. The Church as the culmination of Salvation History.

9. In what sense is the Church necessary for salvation?

10.  In what sense are the members of the Church pilgrims on a journey?

11. How does the Servant Song help us understand our shared experience in the journey of faith?

12. Explain the symbolic meaning of the name Viator.

13. Why do Christians believe that it is essential to have companionship on the spiritual journey?

14.  Explain how the song The Spark of Creation helps us understand our relationship to God and His creative word. How is this connected to the teaching of John’s Gospel: Jesus the Word of God?

15. St Paul says that Christian life resembles a runner in a race. Explain his idea. 

16. What elements of the Church’s structure come from Jesus?

17. What is the responsibility of the magisterium? Why is considered essential to the Church?

18. How did Jesus’ life and teaching become the basis for the permanent ethic of the Church? (Jesus restores the dignity of humanity)

19. How do Catholic Christians incorporate the permanent ethic into their daily lives? 

20. What is the Church’s responsibility for implementing the permanent ethic into the life of the community?
21. Why does the Church have a hierarchical structure?

22.  Why is it important to understand the teachings/dogmas of the Church?

23. Why is the author of our book concerned about religious syncretism?

24. Why did the Roman leaders persecute the early Christians?

25. Why did many people become Christians even though there was a strong risk of persecution and death?

26. Why did the Christian Community honor the martyrs?
27.  How did the persecution of the Christian Community lead to a dispute over the sacraments of Baptism and Reconciliation?

28.  Why did the persecution of Christians end?

29. How did the Church benefit from its new status in the Empire?

30.  What challenges did the Church face as the emperor transformed Christianity into the official religion of the empire?

31.  In what ways did the Church change when Christianity became the official religion of the empire?

32.  Why do political leaders often believe that the unity of church and state is essential for the strength of a society?

33. The temptation of the teaching of Pelagius.
34. Martin Luther’s understanding of God’s plan of salvation.

35. John Calvin’s understanding of God’s plan of salvation.

36. St Augustine’s understanding of the Church: The City of God.

Images of the Church

The Body of Christ

The Bride of Christ.

The Lord’s Vineyard.

Jesus is the Vine.

Dwelling Place of God. 

The essential parts of the Church’s structure:
Permanent Constitution

Permanent Ethic

Permanent Dogma.

Scripture: 

I Corinthians 9:24-27: The discipline of an athlete.

Philippians 3:12-14. Run the race to win.

Matthew 16:17-19 and 18:18-19 The authority to loose and to bind.

Romans 8: 1-30 Life in the Spirit. The Future Glory.

Romans 10:1-21. God’s plan of salvation. The confession of faith.

James 2:14-26 The importance of faith and action.

John 1:1-18. Jesus the Word of Life.

John 15-1-17 Jesus is the vine.

John 14:1-7: Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.

Terms: Chi-Rho, apostasy, Caesaropapism, Edict of Milan, Constantine. Diocese. 
