Church History Study Guide Chapter 4
1. The Church as teacher:

a. creeds.   b. laws  c. dogmas.  Doctrines

2. The teachings of the Church help form a Christian    worldview.

3. Religious truth is rooted in revelation.

4. Explain this idea: “both religious truth and scientific truth are objective, they come from outside of us”.

5. Explain this idea “The Bible is normative for Catholic faith and  theology”. 

6. How do Catholics use the holy scripture to help them live and share their faith?

7. Reading the scripture

a. balancing literal, subjective, and contextual interpretation.

b. Discussion, interpretation, application.

c. Reading scripture guided by knowledge and human experience.
d. Reading scripture with the guidance of the Church’s  teaching and tradition.

8. Formation of the Church’s teaching, the role of the doctors 

    of the Church and the ecumenical councils.

Clement of Alexandria.  Tertullian.  Origen

9. Examples of Fundamental Dogmas:

A the divinity of Christ. B: the humanity of Christ. C: the  

Holy Trinity. D. Mary, the Mother of God. 

10. Teachings of the Church: evolving and changing as our 

     understanding of God’s will and growth in knowledge  

     increase.

10.The teachings of the Church expressed in papal encyclicals.

11. How did Christians share the Gospel message in the years 

     before the Church became an accepted religion in the

     empire?

12. How did the leaders of the Church teach the faith in ways 

     that members of the educated class could understand and   

     accept?  =Apologetics.
13. What role did widows and consecrated virgins have in the 

      early church?

14. Why did many Christians flee to the desert to practice

     monastic life?

15. Why was monastic life different in the western church?

16. How did St. Benedict establish the framework for Catholic 

      monastic life?

17. Why were religious orders founded? In what ways do 

      religious orders help proclaim or witness to the Gospel?

Terms: Evangelization. Catechesis. Apologetics. Canon of scripture, tradition of the Church, ecumenical council, infallibility, excommunication,

Songs City of God: The Christian Worldview: Christ is Light and building the new Jerusalem.

Faithful Citizenship 
1. How does a Catholic participate as an active citizen in 

   American political life?

2. How does a well formed conscience guide a Catholic who 

    participates in the political process?

3.Explain this idea: “As Catholics we are not single issue     

   voters. A candidate’s position on a single issue is not  

   sufficient to guarantee a voter’s support”.
4. How should a Catholic respond when both candidates support 

    ideas that are contrary to Catholic teaching?
Infallibility and Church Authority

1. Define : Infallibility,  Collegiality,  Sensus Fidelium 

2. Why does the Church believe that it is necessary to call some of its teachings infallible?

3. Under what circumstances are the teachings of the Church understood to be infallible?

4. What is the difference between infallible and noninfallible teaching?

5. When are the teachings of the Church free from error?

6. Why absolute, blind obedience to Church teaching considered inappropriate?

7. Why is skeptical, automatic rejection of Church teaching considered inappropriate?

8.  The reading says that there are two methods of making judgments about Church teachings. Explain these two ideas.

9. How does conscience affect our response to Church teachings?  

Walking With the Saints:

Outline the teachings of:

Cyril of Alexandria

Philip Neri

Vincent Ferrer

Why are their teachings important?

Scripture:

Luke 1:46-55 Mary’s Song of Praise: God’s concern for the lowly.

Mark 12:13-17 On paying tribute to Caesar.
