Study Guide American History 

The Cold War

Chapter 24, Section 5
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1. What were the issues and concerns at the Allied Yalta and Potsdam 

    conferences? How were these problems resolved?

2.  How were Germany and Japan punished for initiating WWII?

3.  Why did the European nations begin to lose control of their colonies 

     after WWII?

4.  In what ways did the balance of power shift after WWII?


5.  Why was the United Nations established? 

6.  Why did the US change its foreign policy, ending isolationism and 

      accepting responsibility for global leadership?

7.  Why did the U.S. relationship with the Soviet Union change from a 

     cooperative alliance to a hostile conflict (called the Cold War)?

8.  How did  the temporary American monopoly of the atomic bomb affect 

     its relationship with the Soviet Union?
 9. During the Cold War, for the first time, the U.S. extended incredible 

    amounts of money to assist nations in rebuilding their economies and 

    resisting the threat of Communism. Explore the wisdom of these actions.

10. After 1947, the U.S. decided to maintain a large military presence 

     around the world to help maintain a peaceful world. Explore the wisdom 

     of this policy.

 11.  Explain the essential principles of the George Kennan’s Containment 

      policy.

  12. How did the Marshall Plan help the reconstruction of Europe?

  13. How did the Marshall Plan help contain the expansion of Communism?

  14. Why did the Berlin Crisis of 1948 occur? How did the U.S. respond?

  15. Why did the West European nations and the U.S. form NATO?

Section 2

  16. How did the Communist defeat of the Nationalist government in China in 

       1949 affect the U.S.? 
  17. How did the U.S, become involved in the Korean War?

  18. Why was Korea a divided nation?

  19. How did General MacArthur almost defeat the North Korean army?

  20. Why did the Chinese invade Korea? 

  21. Why did President Truman fire General MacArthur?

22. Why did the Korean War never legally end?

23. How did the Korean War affect the American political system?

24. Why did the Allied nations form SEATO?

Section 3

