Study Guide For Movie Vatican II
Throw Open the Windows and
Catholic Update Vatican II: The Vision Lives On

1. Why did Pope John call the Council?

2. Describe the personality of the pope. How did his personality and values help create the conditions for a powerful council?

3. What were Pope John’s goals for the Church as he called the council?

4. Describe the struggle that existed at the beginning of the council for the control of the agenda. 

5. Who were the prophets of doom?

6. In what ways did the Council change the thinking of modern Catholics?

7. Why were the following ideas symbolic of the necessary changes many people wanted in the Church: Sharing of the cup at communion, priest faces the people, praying in the vernacular (the language of the people)?

8. Explain this idea: the Church praying gives rise to the Church believing.
9. In what ways did the Vatican Council involve the whole world in the discussion of significant mutual concerns?

Booklet: 
Terms: aggionamento   ecumenism   collegiality 

1. In what ways did Vatican II differ from previous church councils?

2. What were the significant accomplishments of the council?

3. How did the role of the baptized Catholics (lay people) change after the council?

4. How did the Council change Catholic relationships with other Christian churches?

5. Explain the idea: the call to holiness.

