Chapter 2
World History Study Guide

Section 1 Ottoman
Leaders: What did they accomplish?  Timur the Lame, Mehmed II, Suleyman the lawgiver.

1.  Where did the ottomans come from?

2. Why were the Ottomans successful on the battlefield?

3. Describe the authority and power of a sultan in Ottoman society.

4. Why was the conquest of Constantinople important?
5. What countries did the Ottomans conquer?

6. In what ways did the Ottomans practice religious toleration? 
7. In what ways did the Ottomans limit the rights of non- Muslim people? 
8. What is the devshirme system> Who are the janissaries?

9. In what was did the ottomans experience a cultural Renaissance?

10. Why did the Ottoman Empire slowly decline?

Section 2 Savfid
Leaders: Isma’il, Shah Abbas
11.  What are the causes of cultural blending?

12. What are the five ways in which a society experiences cultural blending?

13. Describe the reforms of Shah Abbas. 
14. In what ways did the Safavid Empire experience a cultural reformation?

15. Why did the Safavid empire rapidly decline?

Section 3 Mughal
Leaders: Babur, Akbar, Nur Jahan, Shah Jahan, Aurangzeb,

16. How did the Islamic armies gain control of India?

17. Why was Akbur a genius at cultural blending?

18. Why were Akbar’s land policies weak?

19. In what sense did the Mughal empire experience a cultural Renaissance?

20. Why did Aurangzeb lose the support of the people?

21. Why did the Mughal empire decline and decay?

Section 4 China
Leaders: Hongwu, Zheng He, Kangxi
22.  In what ways did the Ming leaders help restore China’s institutions and renew its economic strength?

23.  Why were the voyages of Zheng He significant?

24. Why did the Chinese government have an isolationist policy?

25.  How did trade with European countries affect Chinese society?

26.  How did the Manchus gain control of China?
27. How did the Manchus gain the respect of the Chinese people?
28. How did the Dutch persuade the Chinese to trade with their businessmen?
29. How did the improvement of agriculture affect Chinese family life?

Section 5  Japan

Leaders: Tokugawa Ieyasu, Francis Xavier

30.    In what ways did Japanese feudalism resemble feudalism in Europe?
31.   Using a triangle, diagram the Japanese hierarchy.

32.   What was the role of the emperor in Japanese society?
33.   What was the role of the shogun and the daimyos  in Japanese society?

34.   In what ways did Japanese society change from 1600 to 1800?

35.   Why did the Japanese welcome the Portuguese in the 1500’s?  In what ways did they mutually benefit from trade?

36.   Why did the Japanese government persecute the Christians?
37.   Why did the Japanese government restrict commercial contacts to Nagasaki and close the rest of the country to Europeans?

