World History Study Guide

The Renaissance

Section 1

Identifications

Humanism


Secular v Sacred

vernacular language

Classical education

Leonardo da Vinci

Michelangelo Bounarroti

Raphael Sanzio

Petrarch


Boccaccio

Dante



Albrecht Durer

Jan van Eyck

Thomas Moore

Johannes Guttenberg
Utopia

Possible Homework: the five most important ideas of one of the persons listed in the identifications.

Possible homework: Analyze a passage from the Prince.

1.  Why was Italy an ideal location for the renewal of learning and science in   

     the late 1300’s?

2.  How did the Bubonic Plague affect the growth of the Italian cities? Why 

     did the plague help stimulate economic growth? 

3.  In what ways did classical culture ( Greek and Roman) inspire the 

     Renaissance? 

4. Why was the spirit of the Renaissance more concerned secular than 

     spiritual ideas and values?

5.  How would a person know if he/she was a “renaissance” person?

6.  In what ways was Renaissance art revolutionary?
7.  In what ways did literature change during the Renaissance?

8.  Why was the Prince, by Niccolo Machiavelli, one of the most influential 

     books of modern time?

9.  In what ways did the Northern Renaissance differ from the Italian    

     Renaissance?
10. How did the invention of printing revolutionize European society?

11.  In what ways did printing improve the lives of the common people and 

      eventually give them more influence in society?

12.  In what ways did the printing of books and pamphlets challenge the  

       power and authority of the Church?  

13.  What were the goals and the ideals of the Humanists?

14. Why was Erasmus considered by many to be the greatest Humanist?

15.  Why is the work of William Shakespeare so highly valued?

The Reformation

Section 3

Identifications

Indulgences

95 Theses

Leo X

Karl/Carlos/ Charles V

Peasants Revolt
Protestant

annulment
Catherine of Aragon

Act of Supremacy


Special Homework: Construct a chart comparing Catholic and Protestant  ideas.

1.  Describe the problems that challenged the Church at the end of the  

     Middle Ages.

2.  Explain the four essential causes of the Reformation.

3.  In what ways did the ideas of Jan Hus and John Wycliff inspire the 

     reformers of the 1500’s?

4.  Explain Martin Luther’s most important ideas.
5.  Why did Martin Luther challenge the authority of the Church?

6.  How did the Church respond to Luther’s ideas?

7.  In what ways did the religious disputes of the 1500’s become political 

     problems? How did  the leaders of Europe respond to these disputes?

8.  How did Henry VIII’s personal concerns lead to a rebellion against the 

     Catholic Church?

9.  Evaluate the decisions and policies of Henry VIII.  Did he strengthen or 

     weaken England?

9.  Why did England experience political and religious conflict during the 

     reigns of Edward VI and Mary I ?
10. How did the Protestants gain control of the English government?
11.  How did Elizabeth I establish the Anglican Church as the legal church of 

      England?

12. Why is Elizabeth I regarded as one of the greatest monarchs in modern 

      history? In what ways did her policies help create the modern British 

      government?

Section 4. 

Identifications:

Huldrych Zwingli

predestination

Presbyterians

Huguenots


Holy Commonwealth






13.  What new ideas did John Calvin introduce to the religious debate?

14.  In what ways did Calvin’s ideas differ from those of Luther?

15.  Why did Protestant ideas appeal to the middle class in many countries?
16.  In what ways did Calvin’s ideas influence the creation of new forms of 

      government?

17.  What are the most important religious teachings of the Anabaptists?

18.  Why did the other religious groups viciously attack the Anabaptists?

19.  How did the Catholics respond to the teachings of the Protestants?

20.  How did Paul III begin the reform of the Catholic Church?

21.  What were the teachings of the Council of Trent?

22.  Describe the religious mission of the Society of Jesus.

23.  Why did Ignatius Loyola have a powerful influence over the reform of 

        the Catholic Church?
24. Describe the social effects of the Reformation.

25. Describe the political effects of the Reformation.

26. Describe the religious effects of the Reformation.

