Crusades
.......While the Abbasid Dynasty was struggling to maintain control of its weakening empire, it faced a new threat from Europe. Roman Catholic popes encouraged Christian kings and knights to undertake military expeditions, or Crusades, to capture the Holy Land from the Muslims. The Holy Land is a region at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea where Jesus lived; it is also holy to Jews and Muslims. The Christians conquered much of the Holy Land, taking Jerusalem in 1099, but they were unable to hold it and were driven out by 1291. Sporadic warfare between Christians and Muslims has continued over the centuries.
.......The Crusades probably had greater impact on Europe than on the Holy Land. Europeans had long been learning from the more advanced Muslim culture, and now Europeans had first-hand knowledge of the Islamic world. During the Middle Ages Europeans acquired important technologies from Muslims including the "Arabic" numbering system (from India), the compass, and the astrolabe, an instrument for measuring latitude. These inventions made it possible for ships to sail far out to sea.
Renaissance
.......Renaissance means reawakening or rebirth, and it refers to a rebirth of learning from classical Greece and Rome. In the late Middle Ages, Italians became interested in learning about the glories of their ancestors in the Roman Empire. They searched for classical literature forgotten in monasteries, and they acquired classical works from Muslim and Byzantine scholars. Archeology uncovered classical art and architecture.
.......These discoveries brought ideas from a non-Christian society into a culture dominated by Catholic beliefs. Italians became interested in humanism, the concern with human values in this life as opposed to religious beliefs and the afterlife. Renaissance architecture abandoned the church's Gothic style and adopted the simplicity and balance of classical forms. The Renaissance began in Florence, Italy about 1350 and spread to Rome and finally to much of Europe before it ended in the early 1600s. 
.......Michelangelo and Da Vinci enriched Western art, and Shakespeare wrote plays that explored human nature. Gutenberg's printing press spread knowledge through inexpensive books that gave people a reason to learn how to read and write.
The 1500s and 1600s:
The Renaissance and the early modern world
LOCATIONS: Italy, Greece, Germany, England, Far East, France, Spain, Netherlands (Holland)
          Again Renaissance means "rebirth" or "reawakening." The Renaissance was a rebirth of the classical values of ancient Greece and Rome including an emphasis on humanism which is an interest in studying and improving the human experience on Earth. Beginning in Italy, the Renaissance spread through Europe from roughly 1350 to the early 1600s. 
.......When people hear the word Renaissance, they often think of great art, but there were at least four major developments that occurred during the Renaissance period: 1) the flourishing of the arts and sciences based on rediscovery of the literature of classical Greece and Rome, 2) the Protestant Reformation that tore apart the Christian world and reduced the power of the Catholic Church, 3) the voyages of discovery that led to the European conquest of America and European supremacy in the world, and 4) the printing press which gave people a reason to learn how to read and write and made it possible for large numbers of people to learn of the new ideas of the Renaissance. 
.......In some ways humans "grew up" during the Renaissance. They learned they were not the center of the universe, they discovered a New World on Earth, artists learned how to accurately portray the world, and true scientific inquiry began. So much changed during the Renaissance that it is considered the end of the Middle Ages and the beginning of modern times. The term "renaissance" is now used to describe any revival or rediscovery.

Florence
.......The Renaissance was a burst of creative energy that began in the Italian city-state of Florence and reached its peak under the leadership of Lorenzo de Medici, known as "Lorenzo the Magnificent." The wealth of Florence was based on commerce and banking, and Lorenzo was a member of the most powerful banking family of Florence. He was a patron (supporter) of Renaissance artists, and he took a great interest in the recovery of classical literature often found neglected in European monasteries. 
.......Similar to Athens in ancient Greece, Florence attracted the era's greatest artists and thinkers including Dante (author of The Divine Comedy), Machiavelli (The Prince), Leonardo DaVinci, Michelangelo and Raphael. If ancient Athens was the cradle of Western Civilization, then Florence was the cradle of the modern world. The Renaissance spread from Florence to Rome and eventually to much of Europe. 
.......Like the Classical artists who inspired them, Renaissance artists emphasized humanism in art. Renaissance artists still painted the religious subjects of the Middle Ages, but they also portrayed living people from their own society. Inspired by classical sculpture and new developments in artistic technique such as perspective, Renaissance art became more realistic and three-dimensional than the stiff, flat art of the Middle Ages. Artists of the Renaissance sought a balance between rigid formality and wild emotion, a return to the Classical Greek ideal of the "Golden Mean."

Florence

Explorers and conquerors of this period in history came from the small continent of Europe

which was now the dominant region of the world. Europe was experiencing a burst of creative

energy called the Renaissance that began in Florence, a city-state in central Italy. Like Athens during the Age of Pericles, Florence had a political leader who attracted to his city the best minds and artists of the day. He was Lorenzo de Medici, known as “Lorenzo the Magnificent,” a wealthy banker who took a great interest in recovering classical literature and in supporting artists such as da Vinci and Michelangelo. Artists and thinkers of the Renaissance, like the classical Greeks who inspired them, were humanists, interested in studying and improving the human experience on earth.

Machiavelli

Niccolo Machiavelli was a diplomat in Florence during the Renaissance, a time of intense

political rivalry among competing Italian city-states and the other countries in Europe. Based on his experiences, Machiavelli wrote several books about war and politics. The best known is The Prince
in which Machiavelli says that a prince (ruler) must use cunning and ruthless methods to stay in

power. Machiavelli was a humanist who believed people fared better under strong rulers than weak ones. But, because Machiavelli promoted political effectiveness over morality in his book, the term “Machiavellian” has come to mean manipulating others in a clever and deceptive way.

Leonardo da Vinci

Growing up in Florence, young Leonardo received the best artistic education available and he

went on to create the most famous painting in the world, the Mona Lisa. Art, however, was only one of da Vinci’s interests; he designed weapons, bridges, buildings and fanciful inventions that were never constructed such as flying machines. Leonardo was a scientific observer who used his artistic ability to explore and describe principles of nature. In his notebooks, Leonardo illustrated, for example, the circulation of blood, the operation of the eye, and the effect of the moon on tides. Still, Leonardo is best remembered for his paintings. His Last Supper, although deteriorated, remains an excellent example of the use of perspective in painting. The Mona Lisa demonstrated artistic techniques that influenced all later Renaissance artists, and it is an example of the Renaissance concern with humanistic subject matter in art. No longer did artists paint only religious subjects; they also portrayed real people from their own time. The Mona Lisa was a favorite of da Vinci’s; he always kept it with him until his death in France, which is why the painting is now on display at the Louvre gallery in Paris. When he died, da Vinci’s official title was First Painter, Architect, and Mechanic of the King. Da Vinci is often cited as a model of the Renaissance man, a term which means an outstandingly versatile person who performs brilliantly in several different fields.

Michelangelo

At the age of 15, Michelangelo was invited to join the household of Lorenzo de Medici who

recognized the young man’s talent. In Florence, Michelangelo sculpted the David, the most famous sculpture of the Renaissance and a symbol of the new confidence and humanism of Renaissance man. In Rome, Michelangelo created the Pieta, a sculpture of Mary, the mother of Jesus, holding the dead body of Christ; the word means “pity” in Italian. Michelangelo also painted the ceiling and rear wall of the Sistine Chapel and designed the large dome of Saint Peter’s Basilica (church). As a sculptor, painter, and architect, Michelangelo exerted a strong influence on Western art and is considered one of the greatest artists of all time. Michelangelo painted on wet plaster, a technique called fresco. When the plaster dries, the painting is bonded to the wall. Oil paints, which became popular during the Renaissance, made art more portable than fresco painting. Art could now go into people’s homes and be hung on walls. the Vatican

Vatican City is an independent nation within the city of Rome. At one-fifth of a square mile,it is the world’s smallest country. The Vatican is home to the Roman Catholic Church and the pope. Located within the Vatican is the Sistine Chapel where Michelangelo spent four years on a scaffolding painting biblical scenes on the ceiling including the Creation. Michelangelo painted his Last Judgment on the rear wall of the chapel. The Sistine Chapel is where cardinals (high officials) of the Roman Catholic Church meet to choose a new pope. Also at the Vatican, Saint Peter’s Basilica is the home church of the pope and the largest Christian church building in the world. Inside is Michelangelo’s Pieta. In front of the basilica is Saint Peter’s Square where the pope greets huge crowds on special occasions.

