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In this lesson we are going to:

· Discuss a variety of programs and classes that are available at RTC

· Practice our computer and Internet skills while we explore the RTC web site

· Research a specific program that is interesting to you

A. What do we know about RTC?  Discuss the following questions with your group.

1. What can you learn at RTC? What kinds of programs or classes are there?

2. [image: image1.wmf]Do you know anyone that is studying in a program that will prepare them for a job? If so, what are they studying?  How long will it take to complete the program?

3. How many training programs are there at RTC?

4. [image: image2.jpg]


What kinds of jobs can you prepare for? 
5. How much does it cost to attend RTC?

Varies by program, but financial aid is often available.

6. How can you get help paying for an education?

Intro financial aid office

7. What do you want to know about RTC?
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8. How can you get more information about the programs at RTC?

Discuss the various resources, including counselors, instructors, RTC program brochures,  catalog and schedule, and the RTC web site. 

Contacting the instructor directly is a very good idea.  He/she will have the latest information about the program and should be able to give the student a better understanding of the program expectations etc.

B. Exploring RTC – Getting an Overview

Directions: Open your web browser (e.g. Internet Explorer) and go to www.RTC.edu.  Click on “Programs”. Then look for the answers to the following questions.

1. [image: image4.jpg]


There are nine categories listed under “Programs”.  What are those categories?

· Training Programs 

· Continuing Education 

· Community Education 

· Apprenticeships 

· Basic Studies 

· [image: image5.wmf]General Education 

· Online Courses 

· Transfer Options 

· Worker Retraining 

2. As an ESL student, which category (or department) are you in now?  Hint:  If you don’t know, explore the categories until you find ESL.

BASIC STUDIES
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Which category includes automotive, business technology, construction and building technology, cosmetology, culinary careers, and health careers?


TRAINING PROGRAMS

4. Which category includes subjects such as biology, English, sociology, psychology, history, and physics?  


GENERAL EDUCATION 

5. If you have a job, but you want new skills, or you want to upgrade your skills, which category should you look in? (Hint:  You have some skills, but you want to continue to learn more skills.)


CONTINUING EDUCATION
6. Which category includes fun classes like arts and crafts, photography, poker, and RV Lifestyle School?
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION

7. Which category is a partnership with Employment Security? (Hint: The Washington State Employment Security Department helps workers that are laid off.)

WORKER RETRAINING

8. [image: image8.wmf][image: image9.wmf]Some students take classes at RTC.  Then they continue their education at another school. 

a. Which category has information about moving (transferring) to another college?

[image: image10.wmf]TRANSFER OPTIONS

b. Several colleges have transfer agreements with RTC.  What are the names of three of those colleges? 

· Capella University

· Central Washington University

· City University

· DeVry University

· The Evergreen State College

· Oregon Institute of Technology

· Shoreline Community College

· University of Phoenix
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9. Which category includes millwrights, pile drivers and plasterers?


APPRENTICESHIPS

10. Apprenticeships provide students with opportunities to “earn while you learn”?  What do you think “earn while you learn” means?
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From the website: Although apprentices are students, they are also workers, and they get paid for their time on the job. Apprentice wages begin at a percentage of the journey-level rate and increase based on an apprentice’s satisfactory progress in class and on the job. Trades people typically start at $15/hour plus benefits, and by the end of the apprenticeship (two to five years, depending on the program) earn $25-30/hour or more.
11. How many apprenticeship programs are currently affiliated with RTC?
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There are currently 16 apprenticeship programs affiliated with RTC.

C. Training Programs at RTC.  Explore the “Training Programs” category (on the RTC web site) in more detail to find the answers to the following questions.

1. How many professional-technical programs does RTC offer?
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It has over 70 programs.

2. How many of the programs are part-time?

20 (They are indicated by the asterisk on the web page.)

3. What are the categories of training programs offered by RTC

a. Automotive 

b. Business Technology 

c. Construction and Building Technology 

d. Cosmetology 

e. Culinary Careers 

f. Education and Human Services 

g. (Allied) Health Careers 

h. Manufacturing and Product Service Technology 
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Technology
4. How many quarters does it take to complete the Automotive Repair and Finishing program? (Hint: Look for the “Program Length” )


7 quarters
5. Do you have to have a high school diploma to enter the Automotive Repair and Finishing program? (Hint:  Look in the “Requirements” section.)

No, a high school diploma (or GED) is not required.  But it is recommended.
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How long does it take to complete the Accounting Clerk program?

It takes 2 quarters.

7. How long does it take to complete the Accounting Paraprofessional program?

It takes 4 quarters.

8. How long does it take to complete the Accounting Specialist program?

It takes 6 quarters.

9. When can students start the Accounting Specialist program? (Hnt: Look at the “Enrollment” information.


Students may enter at the beginning of fall, winter or spring quarter. 
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Look at the Construction and Building Technology category.

a. Which program includes instruction in refrigeration and building systems, boiler operations, and hazardous waste management?  
It’s the Commercial Building Engineering program.

b. Who is the instructor for this program? 



Daryl Walker
c. What is his phone number? (Hint: Follow the “Instructor” link.) 

(253) 351-0567
11. Look at the Cosmetology program

a. In addition to cosmetology, what other subjects do students study?  (Hint: Look at the “curriculum” section.)

Cosmetology students also study math, communications, and human relations. 

b. Why do you think they need to study those subjects?
Generally, those subjects are important for that job.  (This could be a good discussion topic.)

12. Look at the Culinary Careers category.  Then find and watch the video.  How many professional certificates can students in the Culinary Arts program receive? (Hint: The answer is at the end of the video.)

They can earn 5 certificates. 

13. What are the program options in the Band Instrument Repair Technology program?  Certificate of completion and Associate of Applied Science degree

14. In the Band Instrument Repair Tech program, if you want to earn an AAS, what extra courses must you take?  (Hint:  Look in the curriculum section.)

To earn an AAS, students must also take Speech Communication, Applied Composition or English Composition, Applied Algebra for Business and Industry, and General Psychology.

15. In which program are students required to complete an internship (or employment) in a childcare center?  How many hours per week is the internship (or employment)?

It’s the Early Childhood Career program. The internship is 15 hours per week.
16. In the Construction and Building Technology category, which program is specifically designed for ESL students? 

The Property Maintenance program is designed for ESL students.

Bonus Question:  Besides the Culinary Arts program, which other programs have videos on the RTC web site?  As of June 11, 2009, there are four videos: Culinary Arts, plus Engineering Design Technology, Welding, and Professional Baking.  Note: There will be many more videos on the web site in the future.
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D. Your Choice:  Choose a program that may be interesting to you.  Then explore that program to find the following information.

1. What is the name of the program?

2. Who are the instructors?

3. How long is the program? (How many quarters does it take to complete the program?)

4. What are the admission requirements for this program?

5. What are the admission recommendations?

6. What is the class schedule?

7. What are the estimated costs of the program? (tuition, supplies, etc):

8. What are the program options? (certificate, AAS, etc.)

9. When can you enroll?

10. What are some classes in this program that look interesting to you? (Hint: Look at the curriculum.)

11.  What are at least two program outcomes that look interesting to you?

12. What other important or interesting information did you find about this program?
Excuse me.


What does categories mean?








TRANSFER





Excuse me.


What does affiliated mean?
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