Drama Study Guide

SOL Review / VA SOL Coach

Use the VA SOL Coach, pages 118-141 to answer the following questions.

History of Drama

1. The writer of drama is known as a __________________________________.

2. Drama began in __________________ with the tragic plays of Sophocles.

3. The Renaissance gave us the best known playwright, __________________________.

4. The oldest recorded American play is _____________________________________.

5. The ___________________ did not approve of stage plays, which resulted in an _________________________ law in many of the colonies.

6. During the 1800s, American plays followed the British model, but basically followed four American themes:


1.___________________________________________________


2.___________________________________________________


3.___________________________________________________


4.___________________________________________________

7. Gothic melodrama was popular in the early 1800s, and depicted _______________, _____________________________, and __________________________________.

8. The most popular play of the 1800s was ____________________________________.

9. In the late 1800s, stage scenery was built to _________________________________ and characters used dialogue that resembled __________________________________.

10. The playwright __________________________, whose plays were popular in the 1920s, helped other playwrights move toward more modern drama techniques.

11. Thornton Wilder’s play ______________________________ is an example of a play that uses both _____________________ and _____________________________.

12. In the 1920s and 1930s, some popular American themes found in drama are




1.______________________________




2.______________________________




3.______________________________




4.______________________________




5.______________________________




6.______________________________

13. Musicals became popular before WWII.  Lyricist _______________________ and composer ___________________________ created many of Broadway’s hits, such as Oklahoma! and Guys and Dolls.

14. Two principal dramatists who emerged after WWII were _____________________ and ____________________________.

15. Define the following words in bold or answer questions where indicated.  Starts on page 122.

16. Plot or Action 

a. Conflict:  (should be universal)  
b. dramatic question:

c. climax

d. complications

e. resolution

f. foreshadowing

17. Character

a. protagonist

b. antagonist

c. foil

d. confidants

e. stock characters

f. chorus

Language

18. Early dramatists such as Shakespeare, used __________________ language.

19. Irony

a. Irony

b. verbal irony

c. situational irony

d. dramatic irony

20. Stage Speech

a. Soliloquy

b. aside

c. monologue

21. Play’s Form

a. Act
b. scenes

c. prologue

d. epilogue

Audience

22. The audience  is a dynamic body that _______________ with the actors on the stage.

Stages

23. Classic Greek dramas were performed in an outdoor round stage known as an ________________________________________.

24. The audience surrounds the stage on three sides of an __________________ stage.

25. The _____________________ stage is shaped so that it appears as if the audience is viewing a picture.

26. The sunken area in which musicians can sit and perform without blocking the audience’s view of the stage is known as the ____________________________________.

Stage Direction

27. Stage directions have the following functions:

1. _____________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________

4. _____________________________________________

Types of Drama

28. Tragedies deal with serious themes, and often the _______________ dies.

29. The suffering and faults of the ______________________ evokes pity from the audience.

30. Comedies often end with a _____________________________.

31. The main characters in a comedy are usually ________________________________.

32. The three sub-groups of comedies are:


1.___________________________________________


2.___________________________________________


3.___________________________________________

33. ______________________________________ are plays in which the emotions of the characters are portrayed in an overly dramatic fashion.

34. In a __________________________, the protagonists deal with a social problem.

35. Complete the Selection for Practice, page 136 – 141.
1._________________

2._________________

3._________________

4._________________

5._________________

6._________________

7._________________

8._________________

