SOL Review:

A Few Basic Spelling Rules
1.  Get rid of the silent E.  Drop the silent E before adding –ing or –ed.

Use

using

used

Examine
examining
examined

2.  Add –ED to verbs that end “vowel + consonant.”

A, e, I, o, u, are vowels.  All other letters are consonants.  Double the final consonant before adding –ed or –ing.


Clap

clapped


Refer

referred

Warning:  You emphasize or stress the second part of refer.  You say re-FER.  Therefore you double the r.  

If the end of a word is not stressed, forget the doubling.


Offer

offered


Layer

layered

3.  Add the correct endings to words that end in –y.  For words that end “consonant + y,” change the Y to I before adding –ES, -ER, -ED, or –LY.


Family

families


Early

earlier

But not if the word ends “vowel + y”


Monkey
monkeys


Pulley

pulleys

4.  Use –ly to turn adjectives into adverbs (usually).  To form an adverb, you usually just add –ly.  (Even when there’s already an L at the end)


Slow

slowly


Final

finally

***Exception:  If there’s an unaccented –Y at the end, as with that trio of cheerful words – happy, merry – change the Y to I before adding –LY.


Happy

happily


Merry

merrily

5.  I before E except after C.  When trying to choose between IE or EI, remember the old rhyme:


Use I before E


Except after C,


Or, when the sound comes out AY


As in neighbor and weigh.

Field, yield, believe, niece, receive, deceive, neighbor, eight

***Exception:  either, neither
