The Salem Newspaper



You are the staff of the local Salem newspaper in 1692. You have been very busy lately because the town faces a historic crisis. Hundreds of people have been accused and arrested of witchcraft. The town is anxious to read the next edition of your newspaper because you have a reputation for describing these situations with precise and well chosen language. 

Your newspaper is a traditional publication. This paper has been in your family for many generations, so you are obligated to abide by a few publication guidelines. 

1) Your Great Grandfather Hathorne wanted every paper to have a theme, and the obvious theme for this edition is the Salem Witch Trials. This means that nearly every picture, article, illustration, infographic, editorial, recipe, humor column, and picture caption must address the theme. You are welcome to add additional content that does not address the theme, but these items will be enjoyed, not graded. 

2) Your Uncle Danforth decided long ago that the most important part of the paper was the quality of the articles. Keeping with this tradition, you must write at least 2 articles of at least 200 words. These articles must be technical in nature, which means they should examine a system, process, or design. Examples include "How To Tell a Witch", court proceedings, time lines, character perspectives, point-counterpoint, or any other type of article that examines a system, process, or design. 


3) Your Grandmother Nurse always said that the front page of the newspaper was the most important – and Granny is always right!  Not to let Granny down, you must write at least 2 “front page” articles of at least 200 words.  These articles should contain up to the minute information on the court proceedings, hangings, and testimony.  Include first person accounts, quotes, and any background information needed. A lead newspaper story usually follows this format:  Headline–An attention getting phrase at the top of the article. Byline – By, your name.  Lead Paragraph – Start with a strong, interesting sentence to get the reader engaged. Include the who,what, when, where, why, and how as appropriate. Explanation and Amplification–This section will include several brief paragraphs explaining the details surrounding your event. Background Information–This section will include several brief paragraphs explaining events leading up to the picture, related national stories, etc. Bias: Newspaper articles should be written without bias. In other words, you should report the facts objectively – don’t give opinions in your news article.


Newspaper Requirements (you are welcome to have more than the minimum): 

-- 4 articles of at least 200 words per article

-- 3 pictures, one of which must be a technical drawing (blueprints, maps, etc.)

-- 2 infographics (ex. weather forecast, death count, graph/chart, top ten list)

-- 3 supplemental items (editorial, recipe, humor column, movie review, etc.)
-- 2 obituaries for the condemned 

-- 4 Advertisements (examples-  Auction Advertisement:  John Proctor has been executed and since he did not confess, all of his property will be auctioned off by the state.  Design an advertisement for the auction of Proctor’s property.  Include items to be sold, date, time, place, and  any other necessary information.  Want Ads:  What would people advertise in the Want Ad or Classifieds in the Salem Times?  


-- You have the option to write like the Puritans or like contemporary Americans 

Note: it might be helpful to decide whether this paper will be distributed during the exposition, conflict, rising action, climax, or resolution of "The Crucible".  You will also need to give your newspaper a name (i.e. “The Salem Times”) and include a staff list.  Last, but not least, your newspaper should LOOK like a newspaper – the articles should be in columns, pictures should have captions, include bylines, etc.
Deadlines in the world of newspaper publishing cannot be broken – or you will be FIRED.  Newspapers must be distributed to other class members by February 3rd.  Your EDITOR is ultimately in charge of everyone completing their assignments on time.  
