Literary Term Reference Chart

	Term
	Definition
	Example

	Alliteration
	Repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words 
	Peter Piper Picked a Peck of Pickled Peppers

	Assonance
	Repletion of vowel sounds 
	Days wane away

	Onomatopoeia
	Words that sound like what they mean
	Buzz, thud, clip-clop



	Metaphor
	A comparison between 2 unlike objects – states one is the other
	Susie is the sun of my life

	Simile
	A comparison between 2 unlike objects – uses like or as
	Johnny is as strong as an ox

	Personification
	giving human qualities to animals or objects.
	a smiling moon, a jovial sun

	Symbol
	an object, sign, or image that is used to stand for something else
	flag may be used to symbolize a nation.

	Hyperbole
	exaggeration or overstatement.
	I'm so hungry I could eat a horse.
He's as big as a house.

	Oxymoron
	putting two contradictory words together.
	hot ice, cold fire, wise fool, sad joy, military intelligence, eloquent silence

	Paradox
	reveals a kind of truth which at first seems contradictory
	Stone walls do not a prison make, Nor iron bars a cage.

	Imagery
	language that evokes one or all of the five senses: seeing, hearing, tasting, smelling, touching.
	

	Analogy
	the comparison of two pairs which have the same relationship. The key is to ascertain the relationship between the first so you can choose the correct second pair. Part to whole, opposites, results of are types of relationships you should find.
	hot is to cold as fire is to ice OR hot:cold::fire:ice

	Character
	Person or animal in the story
	

	    Round
	Fully-developed
	

	    Flat
	One-dimensional
	

	    Static
	Does not change
	

	    Dynamic
	Changes
	

	Protagonist
	Good guy / main character
	

	Antagonist
	Bad guy or opposing force
	

	Foil
	A character in a work whose behavior and values contrast with those of another character in order to highlight the distinctive temperament of that character (usually the protagonist).
	

	Cliche
	An idea or expression that has become tired and trite from overuse, its freshness and clarity having worn off.
	

	Climax
	Highest emotional point in the story
	

	Conflict
	struggle
	

	    Internal
	Man vs. himself
	

	    External
	Man vs. Man, Man vs. Nature
	

	Setting
	determining Time and Place
	

	Theme
	the general idea or insight about life that a writer wishes to express.
	

	Flashback
	action that interrupts to show an event that happened at an earlier time which is necessary to better understanding.
	

	Foreshadowing
	the use of hints or clues to suggest what will happen later in literature
	

	Idiom
	does not seem to make sense if taken literally
	“under the weather”, “give me some sugar”

	Mood
	the emotional attitude the author takes towards his subject.
	

	Tone
	the attitude a writer takes towards a subject or character: serious, humorous, sarcastic, ironic, satirical, tongue-in-cheek, solemn, objective
	

	Understatement
	The opposite of hyperbole, understatement (or litotes) refers to a figure of speech that says less than is intended.
	may be used for comic purposes, as in Mark Twain’s statement, "The reports of my death are greatly exaggerated."

	Irony
	implied discrepancy between what is said and what is meant.
Three kinds of irony:

1. verbal irony is when an author says one thing and means something else.
2. dramatic irony is when an audience perceives something that a character in the literature does not know.
3. irony of situation is a discrepency between the expected result and actual results. 


	

	Pun
	a figure of speech which consists of a deliberate confusion of similar words or phrases for rhetorical effect, whether humorous or serious.
	1. A bicycle can't stand alone because it is two-tired.

2. What's the definition of a will? (It's a dead giveaway).

3. Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana.

 4. A backward poet writes inverse.

	Satire
	a literary tone used to ridicule or make fun of human vice or weakness, often with the intent of correcting, or changing, the subject of the satiric attack
	

	Aside
	In drama, a speech directed to the audience that supposedly is not audible to the other characters onstage at the time. 
	Think of Zack Morris on Saved by the Bell

	Parody
	A humorous imitation of another, usually serious, work.
	Scary Movie

	Soliloquy
	A dramatic convention by means of which a character, alone onstage, utters his or her thoughts aloud.
	


