
Messenger by Lois Lowry - Chapter Comprehension Questions and vocabulary words 
 
Ch 1 
1. Given the description of Matty, about how old would you say he is? 
2. What is ironic about the name Seer? 
3. Briefly describe the setting of the book. (What do they call where they live?  What 

foreboding place surrounds them?  Etc.) 
4. How does this place differ from the place Matty from? 
5. Which character is able to travel to go into the forest because it "likes" him? 
6. Why did the people of the village need Matty? 
7. What creature did he interact with in the forest? 
 
Ch 2 
8. What (specifically) happened to Gatherer? 
9. What did Matty think Ramon should be called? 
10. Describe the Warning that Forest gave Seer. 
11. Who are Leader and Gabe? 
12. What clues point us to who they are? 
 
Ch 3 
13. What did Ramon's family trade for that Matty was interested in? 
14. Fill in the blank:  "There were no ______________  in Village." 
 
Ch 4 
15. What do we learn in Ch 4 about Leader's previous community? 
16. What do we learn in Ch 4 about Matty's family? 
 
Ch 5 
1. Summarize the scene with Matty and the dogs. 
2. Is this the first experience like this Matty has had?  If not, what was?  What happened? 
 
Ch 6 
3. In what condition did many of the newcomers arrive to Village?  Give a couple of examples. 
4. What did Leader tell Mentor about voicing his objections to the newcomers? 
5. What has changed about Mentor? 
6. How has Trade Mart changed in a way that causes him concern, according to Seer? 
7. What is Matty contemplating trading away, knowing that there were some who would want 

it? 
8. What promise did Matty make to the blind man? 
 
Ch 7 
9. What did Matty find odd about the Trade Mart (considering it was called a Trade Mart)? 
10. What was Mentor interested in getting at the Trade Mart? 
11. What effect did the Trade Mart trading have on the woman who traded for a Gaming 

Machine have? 
12. What do you think she might have traded for the Gaming Machine? 



Chs 8-11 
 
1. Why was Jean unhappy with her father? 
2. What did Jean say he had traded, and what did he trade it for? 
3. In what ways did Jean say her father was behaving differently? 
4. What did Leader tell Matty about his previous home? 
5. What name did Leader suggest for Matty's new puppy? 
6. What was the woman whom Matty encountered at the marketplace (Ch 9) concerned about? 
7. What was the outcome of the vote on the petition to close Village? 
8. What reasons were given for closing Village to newcomers? 
9. Why was Seer suddenly concerned about the closing of Village? 
10. Why did Leader not want Matty to deliver the messages that Village would be closing? 
11. What was happening to Matty's friend, Ramon? 
12. (Deductive reasoning question:  you won't find this directly in the text: you have to figure it 

out.)  Based on what we've read about what is happening in Village, why are so many people 
eager now to close Village when at one time they were welcoming to needy strangers? 

 
Ch 12 
1. What did Matty notice different about Forest on this journey? Give three major differences 

Matty notices. 
 
Ch 13 
2. How did Kira describe Matty as a young boy? 
3. Why could the blind man never return to see his daughter? 
4. Why did Matty have to watch his time on this trip and hurry back to Village with Kira? 
5. What could girls do now in Kira's town that they couldn't do before? 
6. What is Kira's handicap? 
7. What does Matty want to do for Kira? 
 
Ch 14 
8. What is Kira's response, and why? 
9. What does Matty do to demonstrate his gift? 
10. What is Kira's gift? 
 
Ch 15 
11. What was happening in Village while Matty was away?  What are the attitudes like? 
12. Who is following Matty's and Kira's progress through Forest? How? 
 
Ch 16 
1. Why was Matty not worried about trying to save the food in their pack by rationing what 

they ate? 
2. What does Matty realize Forest is doing to Kira? 
3. How was Forest now attacking Matty? 
4. What is the odor Matty and Kira are smelling?  What does it indicate is happening to Forest? 



Ch 17 
5. When the journey became too difficult, why couldn't Matty and Kira just turn back? 
6. What obstacle do Matty and Kira first face in this chapter? 
7. What did Kira see in her embroidery? 
8. What did Matty mean when he said "I can fix a frog"? 
 
Ch 18 
9. When Leader went into the forest to find Matty and Kira, what weapons did he take? 
 
Ch 19 
10. Describe Matty's condition at this point in the story. 
11. What did Leader realize about the attacks in the forest? 
 
Ch 20 
12. Where is Leader in this chapter?  Is he having success in finding Matty and Kira and rescuing 

them? Explain. 
 
Ch 21 
13. What happened when Matty touched the earth, "waiting to die?" 
14. What did Matty trade, and for what?  How did it make him feel?  Use the specific wording 

from the book. 
15. How did that trade compare with all the other trades earlier in the book? 
16. What did Leader say was Matty's true name? 
17. In case you weren't specific in #13, list here the specific things that happened (changed) as a 

result of Matty's gift.  (A need to know for later!) 



 VOCABULARY, Chs 1-2:  
1. seer 
2. haphazard 
3. concoction 
4. deftly 
5. malevolently 
6. translucent 
7. keen (noun) 
8. entangle 
9. boisterous 
10. outcropping 
11. gangly 
12. amiss 
 
Chs 3-7:  
1. offhand (adj) 
2. tapestry (n) 
3. hovel (n) 
4. transgression (n) 
5. bestow (v) 
6. distraught (adj) 
7. substantial (adj) 
8. serene (adj) 
9. demeanor (n) 
10. infirmary (n) 
11. amulet (n) 
12. wary (adj) 
 
Chs 8-11: Define the following words  
1. aster (n) 
2. ungainly (adj) 
3. folly (n) 
4. frolic (v) 
5. recitation (n) 
6. stalwart (adj) 
7. braggart (n) 
8. summon (v) 
9. solemnity (n) 
10. skeptical (adj) 
11. contemptuous (adj) 
12. ominous (adj) 
 

Chs 12-21 
1. divergent (adj) 
2. fare (n, 1st def) 
3. amiable (adj) 
4. benevolent (adj) 
5. swaggering (v) 
6. disdain (v) 
7. profuse (adj) 
8. appliqué (v) 
9. edict (n) 
10. tendril (n) 
11. vigilant (adj) 
12. sinuous (adj) 


