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I. Introducing the New Testament
a. New Testament messages
b. Contents of the New Testament
c. Why the Gospels were written
d. Canonical and synoptic gospels
e. Understanding Jesus through the Gospels

II. The Gospel of Mark
a. Mark’s Christology
b. The messianic secret
c. Mark as foundation for the other Gospels
d. Historical and cultural context of Mark’s Gospel

III. The Gospel of Matthew
a. Matthew’s Christology
b. Structure of Matthew’s Gospel
c. Jesus as Messiah
d. Jesus fulfills the Covenant and establishes a New Law within humanity

IV. The Gospel of Luke
a. Luke’s Christology
b. Comparison of the Greek Christ with the Hebrew Messiah
c. Discipleship 
d. The marginalized, Jesus’ teachings, and Catholic Social Teaching

V. The Gospel of John
a. John’s Christology
b. Authorship of the Gospel
c. Comparison of  John’s Gospel and the Synoptic gospels
d. Agape (unconditional love) as shown in this Gospel

VI. Acts of the Apostles
a. Acts completes Luke’s Gospel
b. The purpose of Acts of the Apostles
c. Pentecost
d. Structure of the Early Church
e. Christianity separates from Judaism
f. Spread of the Christian message

VII. The Epistles
a. Define Epistles
b. Authorship of the Epistles
c. Pattern and structure of the Epistles
d. Concepts of wisdom, correction, and formation as described in the Epistles
e. Living the messages of the Epistles in the twenty-first century


