Take Home Essay Question:

Consider the past few weeks of studies regarding Islam: Muhammad, Mecca, the Kaaba, the Qur’an, the Five Pillars, Hajj, Shari’ah, caliphs, Sunnis vs Shiites, Muslim advances in the arts, Sciences and technology, the Ottoman, Safavid and Mughal Empires.  

Clearly, Islam is a very complex religion, the second largest in the world and fastest growing, followed by 1.5 billion people, and interpreted in many, many ways. Just like in any religion, there exists a spectrum of followers--- from very moderate to very extreme; just as in any religion; there are people who use religion for good, and people who use religion to justify negative behavior. 

Your assignment is to find two articles about Islam in the news. One article should focus on Islam in a positive light, and one article should focus on Islam in a negative light. (Directions for finding legitimate, factually based articles are listed below.) Once you have two such articles please do the following: 

Step 1: Summarize each article in one-two paragraphs. Consider the following:

Who is the article about? 

What happened? 

When did it happen? 

Where did it happen? 

Why is it important? Why is it “news”? Why should people care? 

Step 2: In 1-2 paragraphs, based on what we’ve learned about the founding and history of Islam, choose one or two of the following important Muslim leaders we’ve studied who, in your opinion, would either: support the actions of the people in the article or disapprove of the actions of the people in the article. 

Abu Bakr
Shah Jahan       Muhammad        Akbar the Great        Suleiman     


Aurangzeb     Hurrem 
 Khadija       Abbas the Great   Tamerlane 

Be sure that you evaluate the actions of the people in each article.

Be sure that you use evidence from the Muslim leaders’ lives you chose to support your opinion. 

You may use different leaders for each article or you may use the same leader. 

Please enclose print outs of each article along with your essay with website addresses, newspaper or magazine titles clearly visible. 

Suggested Length: 3-5 paragraphs 

Due: Friday, April 13th

 A Word on Sources

 Many of you will likely use the internet for your research which is perfectly acceptable. However, please consider the following guidelines before beginning your research: 

· Find articles which are news stories NOT editorials. News stories deliver factual reporting of a current event; editorials offer an author’s opinion about a current event. Consider these two types of mock headlines as examples: 

New story Headline: Patriots resign Tom Brady To a 5 year contract

Editorial Headline: Pats Make the Right Move By Resigning Brady 

· New articles are usually short and to the point (remember who, what, when, where and why) editorials tend to go on longer, if you’re unsure of an article’s appropriateness please ask me 
· Stick to websites which are run by people in the news delivery business, avoid blogs and user driven encyclopedia sites such as Wikipedia at all costs
· By going to http://news.google.com/ you can literally search through thousands of sources, consider the following sources as good places to start: 
· The Washington Post, Boston.com, The Associated Press, The BBC, Reuters, FoxNews, CNN, The San Francisco Chronicle, Bloomberg (all of these sites can be accessed by simply searching for them at www.google.com 
· Try to make your searches specific: for example, simply typing in the word “Muslim” in a search engine will render thousands of choices from a very wide array of articles. A better search would be: “Muslim family gives to charity” 
	Rubric: 

	Article Summaries- Clear, to the point, clearly sourced, articles included, display minimal mistakes in spelling and grammar: 5pts (perfect)…4.5 pts (accomplished) …4pts (adequate)…3.5 pts (needs improvement… 3 pts (barely acceptable) …

0-2 pts (not acceptable) 

	Opinion about Muslim leaders versus present day stories- Clear opinion stated, evidence from leaders life and articles are used throughout to justify evaluation, display minimal mistakes in spelling and grammar : 5pts (perfect)…4.5 pts (accomplished) …4pts (adequate)…3.5 pts (needs improvement… 3 pts (barely acceptable) …

0-2 pts (not acceptable)

	Total= 10 points

	DUE DATE:  Friday,  April 13, 2011


